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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 

Records o f T o w c e s t e r C h a r i t i e s 

A. Sponne 1 s C h a r i t y . 

W i l l i a m Sponne, Archdeacon o f N o r f o l k and R e c t o r 
of T owcester d i e d i n 141+7. A c h a n t r y t o h i s memory was 
founded i n 11+1+8 and on J a n u a r y 5 t h and 15 t h 11+50/1 
(TC 16-19) Thomas Lane, c l e r k , i n accordance w i t h h i s 
l a s t w i s h v e s t e d i n t r u s t e e s a messuage c a l l e d the T a b a r d , 
and l a n d s i n T o w c e s t e r , Woodhurcote and C a l d e c o t e . T h i s 
e s t a t e had been p u r c h a s e d by Sponne from John L o r d o f 
C h i r t o n i n 11+1+0 (TC 6). I t was t o be h e l d by t h e 
t r u s t e e s on t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s : t h a t they meet a n n u a l l y 
i n t he p a r i s h c h u r c h o f Towc e s t e r w i t h i n 15 days a f t e r 
E a s t e r t o e l e c t one or two o f t h e i r members t o a c t on 
t h e i r b e h a l f d u r i n g the y e a r . From the r e n t s o f t h e 
Tao a r d £1+0 a y e a r was t o be l o c k e d i n a c h e s t w i t h a 
t r e b l e l o c k ; a y e a r l y o b i t and requiem was t o be s a i d f o r 
W i l l i a m Sponne; and t h e l o r d o r t h e p a r i a h of T o w c e s t e r 
t o be r e l i e v e d o f the payment o f a f i f t e e n t h , whenever 
the t a x was l e v i e d ; t h e r e s i d u e ( i f t h e r e was any) t o be 
sp e n t on r e p a i r i n g t h e T a b a r d , r e p a i r i n g t h e pavements 
of T o w c e s t e r , and i n d i s t r i b u t i o n s t o the poor. There 
was a l s o t o be an a n n u a l a l l o w a n c e o f 1+Od. t o the 
c h a p l a i n s o f Sponne 1 s c h a n t r y f o r t h e ren e w a l o f books 
and ornaments. Whenever 1+ t o 6 of t h e t r u s t e e s had d i e d , 
new t r u s t e e s were t o be e l e c t e d , and the s u r v i v i n g 
t r u s t e e s were t o convey the c h a r i t y e s t a t e to t h e two 
c h a p l a i n s o f Sponne's c h a n t r y , who would r e c o n v e y t o the 
s u r v i v i n g t r u s t e e s and the new t r u s t e e s . The o r i g i n a l 
t r u s t deed was t o be r e a d a l o u d i n T o w c e s t e r c h u r c h t w i c e 
a y e a r . 

The c h a r i t y was m a i n t a i n e d i n i t s o r i g i n a l form 
u n t i l the d i s s o l u t i o n o f c h a n t r i e s , when one of i t s o b j e c t s 
f e l  l i n t o abeyance. Amongst a l a r g e o r i g i n a l bundle o f 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s r e c e i p t s (TC 160) are a number f o r the 
payment of a f i f t e e n t h i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The 
o r i g i n a l method o f v e s t i n g the l a n d i n new t r u s t e e s was 
c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t he l a t e 17th c e n t u r y , when one deed 
s u f f i c e d . By t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y the c h a r i t y was m a i n l y 
d e v o t e d t o the r e p a i r i n g o f pavements i n T o w c e s t e r , and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f money t o t h e poor. I n 1895 the T a l b o t 
I n n ( t h e T a b a r d had changed i t s name) was s o l d , and t h e 
pr o c e e d s were i n v e s t e d . There was some d i s p u t e as t o the 
s a l e . I n 1696 a new scheme was e s t a b l i s h e d under the 
C h a r i t y Commissioners whereby t h e P a r i s h C o u n c i l were 
e n t i t l e d t o have r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s as t r u s t e e s . The 
proc e e d s o f the s a l e had o r i g i n a l l y been i n v e s t e d i n s h a r e s 
i n P h i p p s B r e w e r i e s , however the C h a r i t y Commissioners 
p r e s s e d f o r the s a l e of t h e s e s h a r e s and i n v e s t m e n t i n 
C o n s o l s . I n 1897 p a r t o f the i n t e r e s t money was a s s i g n e d 
t o t h e County N u r s i n g A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the e s t a o l i s h m e n t o f 
a S a m a r i t a n Committee (TC 794-635). D i s t r i b u t i o n s o f 
money were r e p l a c e d by d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f c o a l . 

B. B i c k e r s t a f f e * s C h a r i t y . 


Thomas B i c k e r s t a f f e , c i t i z e n and f o u n d e r o f London, 
and a n a t i v e o f T o w c e s t e r , l e a s e d a s m a l l p i e c e o f ground 
i n T o w c e s t e r from S i r W i l l i a m Fermor o f E a s t o n N eston i n 
1669 w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f b u i l d i n g almshouses f o r the 
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labouring poor of Towcester (TC 336). In 1693 these 
almshouses had been b u i l t , and William Lord Lempster to 

whom the o r i g i n a l lease had been surrendered leased the 

s i t e to Bicke r s t a f f e f o r the term of 500 years at the 
annual rent of 4d. (TC 337). By his w i l l of 1696 (TC 335) 
B i c k e r s t a f f bequeathed h i s t i t l e to the almshouses to 

the trustees of the Talbot charity with £250 to be invested 
f o r the upkeep of the almshouses, and the maintenance of 

3 old people therein. In 1698 the trustees purchased 
lands i n the common f i e l d s of Farthingstone (TC 345-7) 
with t h i s bequest. From 1722 the Bicke r s t a f f e and Sponne 
Charity estates were together vested i n one transaction 

i n new trustees of the joint c h a r i t i e s (TC 307-20). 

The B i c k e r s t a f f e charity was always devoted to the 
maintenance of the almshouses and t h e i r occupants. These 
l a t t e r were women, elected by the trustees, though 
B i c k e r s t a f f ' s w i l l had mentioned 3 ancient men or women. 
Two new almshouses were b u i l t , one of them by Simon Adams, 
who l e f t £120 for th e i r maintenance i n his w i l l (1801). 
For a short time a separate account f o r the Adams almshouse 
was kept (TC 360). 

C. Grammar School Charity. 


In 1552 the trustees of Sponne's Charity purchased 
the messuage c a l l e d the Chantry House l a t e Sponne's 
chantry ( t h i s chantry had been founded i n 1446 with 2 
p r i e s t s , 1 to preach and 1 to teach. I t was dissolved i n 
1546j and a cottage i n Parke lane (TC 505). The chantry 
house continued to be used as school and house f o r the 
master. In 1721 thirteen acres of land i n Whittlebury 
were purchased with a bequest of £100 from William Marriott 
of Grays Inn (TC 540). The school was quite small, and the 
number of charity boys attending seems to have been between 
15 and 20. In 1867 there was a plan to b u i l d a new school, 
but t h i s came to nothing, and the school was closed u n t i l 
1890 when new buil d i n g s , under a Charity Commission scheme 
of 1887, were opened. During the closure the trustees paid 
f o r the charity boys to be educated at Towcester commercial 
school. Other bequests made to the school were by Ann 
Jones (TC 793) and William Perry (TC 789-92). The l a t t e r 
comprised land i n the parish of St. Margaret's, Westminster. 

D. Hlck's Charity. 


In accordance with the w i l l of Richard Hick two 
tenements and a barn were vested i n trustees by Henry 
Archer, chaplain, of Towcester, i n 1519/20 (TC 640). The 
p r o f i t s from th i s property were to be spent i n repairing 
the church of St. Lawrence i n Towcester. By 1669 a l  l the 
o r i g i n a l trustees were dead, and no successors were 
appointed. An order of the Commissioners for Charitable 
uses was therefore made, vesting the property i n new 
trustees (TC 641?. George Benson seems to have been 
responsible for t a i s move. From then on the number of 
trustees was f i l l e d up as vacancies occurred. The two 
messuages, i n the High Street, were known for some time as 
the Iron Crown, and the Town House. At f i r s t the income 
was spent i n repairs to the church, but i n the nineteenth 
century i t was mainly used to pay the organist's salary. 
The trustees for t h i s charity seem to have been the same 
as those f o r the Sponne and Bi c k e r s t a f f e c h a r i t i e s , as the 
minute books (TC 321-4) record meetings dealing with the 
a f f a i r s of them a l l . At the annual meeting at Easter the 
accounts of Sponne's, the Grammar School, Bickerstaffe's 
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and H i c k ' s c h a r i t i e s were a u d i t e d , and 2 a c t i n g f e o f f e e s 

were a p p o i n t e d f o r each c h a r i t y , 


E. O t h e r C h a r i t i e s . 


O t h e r g i f t s o f which some r e c o r d remains a r e an 

a n n u i t y o f 1+0/- bequeathed by John C l a r k e o f T o w c e s t e r , 

1677, f o r t h e r e l i e f of the poor (TC 836) , and a g i f t of 

£10 by Mary Cook, 1800, t o purchase s u p p l i e s l o r the 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f the almshouses on New Y e a r s bay (TC 6 3 9 j . 

R o b e r t Grendon (d.1557) l e f t h i s e s t a t e t o h i s c h i l d r e n 

George and A u d r e y , and f a i l i n g any i s s u e of t h e i r s , i t 

was t o r e v e r t t o t r u s t e e s on t r u s t t o use the revenues 

f o r the poor of T o w c e s t e r , r o a d r e p a i r s , and tne 

maintenance o f two p r i e s t s of Bponne's c n a n t r y , 1 t o 

p r e a c h and 1 t o t e a c h (TC 637). I t seems never t o have so 

r e v e r t e d , but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g i n t n a t tne o r i g i n a l 

f o u n d a t i o n o f Sponne's c h a n t r y was so bestowed, tno' o n l y 

t h e t e a c h e r remained a f t e r 154-6. 
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T o w c e s t e r C h a r i t y Records. 


A. SPONNE1S CHARITY 


1. Deeds. 


TC 


I Q u i t c l a i m , G e o f f r e y J o s e p o f Towcester t o 
W a l t e r Warde o f B r a d e w e l l : a l  l l a n d s o f 
G e o f f r e y J o s e p h e l d o f the g i f t o f L o r d Hugh 
de V e e r , i n T o w c e s t e r , 1314/5. 

2-3 G r a n t , J o h n de C l y n t o n , k n i g h t t o W i l l i a m o f 
D a v e n t r e , o f a l  l h i s l a n d s i n T o w c e s t e r , 1391/2. 

4 G r a n t , Hugh G l o v e r of Towce s t e r and w i f e J o a n n a , 
d a u g h t e r and h e i r e s s o f John Powes, t o Ma s t e r 
W i l l i a m Sponne, archdeacon o f N o r f o l k , and r e c t o r 
o f the p a r i s h c h u r c h o f To w c e s t e r and M a s t e r 
Thomas Lane, c l e r k - 8a. and 3 r . o f a r r a b l e l a n d , 
o f w h i c h £a. l i e s  i n the f i e l d o f Towcester a t 
Coppedthorne, and a n o t h e r ? a . i n t h e same f i e l d 
i n l e Mepche, 2 r o d s i n the same f i e l d , 4 b u t t s 
n e x t S p e t y l f o r t h e , 2 ro d s a t M e r e f u r l o n g , 2 r o d s 
n e x t Schortwode, 3 r o d s a t W y t e c r o s , 1a. a t 
P a r k e l a n e , i a . i n t h e f i e l d o f B u r c o t e a t l e 
Schawes, 1^ r o d s i n l e Schawys, £a n e x t A u s t o n y e h i l 
i a . i n l o s d e n f u r l o n g , i a i n the f i e l d o f B u r c o t e i n 
S o u t h c r o f t , 1 r o d i n A s t e r h u l l , 1 r o d on P y s h u l l . 
1h30. 

5 G r a n t , W i l l i a m A r d e r n e t o son J o h n , and Margery 
S t r e t l e y : a l l h i s e s t a t e i n T o w c e s t e r , 11+37. 

6 G r a n t , J o h n l o r d o f C l y n t o n and o f Say and w i f e 
J o a n t o W i l l i a m Sponne and Thomas L a n e , c l e r k : 
messuage w i t h t h e g a r d e n a d j a c e n t c a l l e d l e 
Tab a r d  i n t h e town o f To w c e s t e r w i t h a l  l t he 
appurtenances i n T o w c e s t e r , C a l d e c o t e and 
Woodbyrcote, 28 t h J a n . 11+39/40. 

7 Power o f a t t o r n e y John l o r d o f C l y n t o n and Say t o 
R o b e r t Wale o f Towcester and R i c h a r d S l a d e of 
Whysston, p r e m i s e s as above. 2 6 t h J a n . 1439/40. 

8 R e c e i p t : J o h n Brown, gentleman, s e r v a n t w i t h t h e 
l o r d o f C l y n t o n and John Mayne c i t i z e n and s a d l e r 
o f London t o W i l l i a m Sponne and Thomas Lane: f o r 
60 marks. 2 9 t h J a n . 1439/40. 

9 Power of a t t o r n e y : Wra. Sponne and Thos. Lane t o 
Thos. W i l b y and Wm. Kim c o t e o f T o w c e s t e r , t o r e c e i v e 
s e i s i n o f the Tabard. 1 s t Feb. 1439/40. 

10 Q u i t c l a i m , John l o r d o f C l y n t o n and Say and w i f e 
J o a n t o Wm. Sponne and Thos. Lane: a l l r i g h t s i n 
the Tabard. 12th Feb. 1439/40. 

I I F i n a l Concord: Wm. Sponne and Thos Lane v. Joh n 
C l y n t o n esq. and w i f e J o a n : 1 messuage, 8a. o f l a n d , 
4 a . o f meadow e t c . i n Towcester. Michaelmas 141+0. 

12 G r a n t , John Ardenne, son and h e i r o f Wm. A r d e m e o f 

Herdewyk, Oxon., and w i f e M a r g e r y , t o Wm. Sponne: 

a l  l h i s l a n d s i n T o w c e s t e r , C a l d e c o t e and Woodburcote 

l a t e l y h e l d o f the g i f t of Wm. Ard e r n e . 1441. 
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13 Bond, Roger Poure o f C l e c k y n d o n , Oxon, g e n t , 
and J o h n A r d e r n e o f Herdwyk, Oxon, gent t o Wm. 
Sponne. 12+41. 

14 Q u i t c l a i m , R i c h a r d S l a d e o f Whysshton t o Wm. 
Sponne: a l l a c t i o n s r e a l and p e r s o n a l . 12+43. 

15 Q u i t c l a i m R i c h a r d S l a d e t o Wm. Sponne o f r i g h t s  i n 
the T a b a r d by v i r t u e o f 'an a n n u a l p e n s i o n o f 4 
marks g r a n t e d t o him by J o h n l o r d o f C l y n t o n and 
h i s w i f e . 12+43. 

16 G r a n t , Thomas Lane t o M a s t e r Wm. H a l l , and Maste r 
N i c h o l a s Germayne, c h a p l a i n o f dponne's c h a n t r y  i n 
the p a r i s h c h u r c h o f S t . L a u r e n c e , T o w c e s t e r , 
Thos. B i l l y n g s e n i o r o f A s t e w e l l , Wm. Chacombe, 
R i c h a r d Grendon, P e t e r Emston, John H o l t , Wm. 
P r e c i o u s , R i c h a r d S a l f o r d , Robt. G r e g o r y , J o h n 
S u t t o n , Wm. Wikyn, Thos. L u f w i k , Wm. Shepherd and 
Thos. P h i p p e s , p a r i s h i o n e r s o f the s a i d p a r i s h : 
messuage c a l l e d t h e Tabard i n T o w c e s t e r l y i n g 
between l e A w n g e l l and l e Swan, and the Tabard 
c r o f t , 6a a t Copnan t h o r n , 2 b u t t s e x t e n d i n g t o 
N e d e r d e p s l a d e , 8 b u t t s a t S h a r p s l o n d , 5 b u t t s i n 
W r i t h e n a l e c a l l e d l e C h e k k e r , 2 s e l l i o n s i n 
W r i t h e n a l e , meadow c a l l e d Wyntershore and H y l l 
Mede h e l d by Wm. Sponne o f the g i f t o f Joh n l o r d 
C l y n t o n , 5 t h J a n . 1451. 

17 Power of a t t o r n e y , Thos. Lane t o John E b o r a l l and 
Jo h n P i s s h e t o d e l i v e r s e i s i n , 5 t h J a n . 1451. 

18, 19 Deed o f s e t t l e m e n t o f M a s t e r , Thos. Lane, c l e r k . 
R e c i t e s TC 16: t o be h e l d i n t r u s t i n ac c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e w i l l o f Wm. Sponne. Tabard t o be l e t : 
from the p r o f i t s - an o b i t t o be s a i d f o r Wm. 
Sponne; l o r d of the town t o be r e l i e v e d o f the 
paynent of a f i f t e e n t h when l e v i e d on the town; 
r e m a i n d e r f o r the r e p a i r i n g o f the Tabard and o f 
the pavements o f T o w c e s t e r , d i s t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
poor o f Towcester and 2+0 pence p. a. t o t h e 
C h a p l a i n s o f the c h a n t r y f o r the r e n e w a l and 
mending o f i t s books and ornaments. When 4, 5 o r 6 
f e o f f e e s have d i e d , t h e s u r v i v o r s a r e t o e l e c t 4 , 
5 or 6 new f e o f f e e s , t h e n t o v e s t t h e l a n d s i n t h e 
2 c h a p l a i n s o f c h a n t r y , who w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y r e i n v e s t 
i  t i n t h e m s e l v e s , the s u r v i v i n g f e o f f e e s and the new 
f e o f f e e s . The deed t o be r e a d t w i c e a y e a r i n the 
p a r i s h c h u r c h o f Towcester. 15th J a n . 1451. 

20, 21 T r a n s l a t i o n s o f deed of 15 th J a n . 1451 w i t h 
e n dorsed memoranda o f i t s b e i n g r e a d i n c h u r c h , 
1778, 1806, 1810, 1821, 1827. 

22 R e l e a s e , Wm. Oxton a l i a s W a l l s o f To w c e s t e r t o 
R i c h a r d M a r y a t , R i c h a r d Almayne, J o h n H a t t e r , Thos. 
Heythe and o t h e r i n h a b i t a n t s o f Towc e s t e r ; y i e l d i n g 
a l l c l a i m t o a p a r c e l o f l a n d i n the f i e l d o f 
Towc e s t e r c a l l e d Costowe, the s u b j e c t o f a d i s p u t e 
between the p a r t i e s . 152+5* 

23 Decree o f S i r Wm. Farmer, b t . , S i r Edmund B r a y , b t . ,
F r a n c i s H a r v y , F r a n c i s Morgan, R i c h d N a y l o u r , Wm. 
Ta t e e s q . , Geo. Wake, M. D. , c h a n c e l l o r o f the d i o c e s e 
of P e t e r b o r o u g h , and W i l l . Langham, d o c t o r of M u s i c , 
Commissioners f o r C h a r i t a b l e Uses: o r i g i n a l g r a n t , 
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23 ( c o n t . ) a n d l e a s e o f the Tabbard a l i a s the T a l b o t t of 
1666 c o n f i r m e d : case b r o u g h t by Wm. W i l l s , Thos. 
W h i t t e a r and R i c h d G r i f f i n v. Geo. Bensone, Geo. 
Waple, John C l a r k , John Grundon, Thos. Shepheard, 
J o s i a h E b r a l l , Chas. Goare, Thos. Cooper and Joh n 
Shepheard w i t h o u t cause. 1669. 

24 - U1 P e o f f m e n t s , s u r v i v i n g f e o f f e e s o f Sponne's 
c h a r i t y t o two c l e r k s o f a messuage i n Towcester 
c a l l e d the T a b a r d w i t h the appurtenances i n the 
town and f i e l d s o f T o w c e s t e r , Wodeburcote and 
C a l d e c o t e . 11+66-1637. 

42 - 61 P e o f f m e n t s , 2 c l e r k s t o f e o f f e e s o f Sponne's 
c h a r i t y of p r o p e r t y d e s c r i b e d above. 11+66-1677. 

62 - 66 P e o f f m e n t s , s u r v i v i n g f e o f f e e s t o new f o e f f e e s , 
of p r o p e r t y d e s c r i b e d above [ c a l l e d the T a l b o t 
1665] . 1677-1717. 

67 - 68 Powers of a t t o r n e y t o d e l i v e r s e i s i n o f the 
Ta b a r d , 11+66. 

69 D r a f t f e o f f m e n t s , s u r v i v i n g f e o f f e e s t o 2 c l e r k s , 
and 2 c l e r k s t o f e o f f e e s o f the T a b a r d &c. 1545. 

70 Mortgage, f e o f f e e s o f Sponne's c h a r i t y t o Joh n 
Lawe o f V,oodburcote, o f t h e a r r a b l e l a n d s e t c . 
l y i n g i n t h e f i e l d s o f T o w c e s t e r , Wodeburcote and 
C a l d e c o t e , c a l l e d H a r r y e Saundres l a n d . 11+92. 

2^ L e a s e s e t c . 


71 Lease by t h e f e o f f e e s of Sponne's c h a r i t y of a 
messuage i n Towcester c a l l e d the Tabard. 11+68. 

72 Lease (unexecuted) o f the T a l b o t a l i a s t h e 
Tabard and Tabard c l o s e , 1602 . 

73 - 87 Lease s and c o u n t e r p a r t l e a s e s o f th e Tabbard and 
Tabbard C l o s e [ a l i a s T a l b o t , 161+9, w i t h o t h e r l a n d s 
1750] 1 607-1803. 

86 - 89 Tenancy agreement; t h e T a l b o t I n n , B a t h s C l o s e , and 
1+ c l o s e s c a l l e d Lampart Green C l o s e , P e s t House 
Meadow, P e s t House C l o s e and Ransoms H i l l C l o s e , 1637. 

90 - 91 Tenancy agreements, T a l b o t I n n and B a t h C l o s e , 
93 - 91+ 181+6, 1 6 5 3 , 1874 , 1681+. 

92 Tenancy agreement, T a l b o t I n n , 1866. 


95 - 96 Tenancy agreement: 4 c l o s e s c a l l e d Lamport Green 
C l o s e , P e s t House Meadow, P e s t House C l o s e and 
Ransoms H i l l , 181+6, 1896 . 

97 Tenancy agreement: B a t h C l o s e , 1866. 


98 - 99 Lease and d r a f t : 4 a . 2 r . of l a n d b e i n g t h e e a s t 
s i d e o f Lampart Green C l o s e . 1859 . 

100 Tenancy agreement: c l o s e c a l l e d the Cow P a s t u r e 
and S t r i p e i n v V h i t t l e b u r y . I 8 5 6 . 
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3.2 S u r v e y s . 

101 A t e r r i e r o f the Tab a r d l a n d s i n T o w c e s t e r , 1557. 

101A A s u r v e y o f Sponne*s C h a r i t y e s t a t e i n Towcester 
made by Saml. S m i t h , 1820. 

102 - 103 Agreement, f e o f f e e s o f Sponne's c h a r i t y w i t h 
Stephen Branson and J o h n B r a n s o n o f T o w c e s t e r , 
b r i c k l a y e r s : t o keep the pavements (named) o f 
Towcester i n good r e p a i r , 1737. 

Lj^ A c c o u n t s . 


104 A c c o u n t book: a c c o u n t s of the c o l l e c t o r s o f 
Sponne's c h a r i t y [2 e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y f rom t h e 
f e o f f e e s ] . I n f r o n t l i s t o f implements b e l o n g i n g 
t o t h e Tabard (1465/6); a t back memo, o f agreement 
of Thomas Kyng and John K i s l i n g b u r y t o r e p a i r the 
Tabard or g i v e up the tenancy (1542/3) , 1462-1566. 

105 A c c o u n t book as aoove. A t back a c c o u n t s o f S c h o o l 
c h a r i t y , 1664-1704; agreement f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
1 0 / - p. a. a r i s i n g f r om e n c l o s u r e a t *Voodend i n 
B l a k e s l e y , 1679; memo, t n a t Geo. Benson r e c e i v e 
t h e r e n t o f a tenement i n P a r k Lane t i l  l he be 
re i m b u r s e d f o r expenses  i n r e p a i r i n g the s c h o o l , 
1684; memoranda o f g i f t s o f P a u l R e y n o l d s o f E a s t ­
n e s t o n , S i r Geo. Farmer, E l i z . Green o f Abthorpe and 
Wm. H o p k i n s o f F a r t h i n g s t o n e , 1622: l i s t s o f 
f e o f f e e s , 1631 * 1598; memo, of agreements w i t h 
t e n a n t s of the T a b a r d t o l e a v e a l l the g l a s s and 
casements u n d e f a c e d , 1575, 1565, 1566-1767. 

106 Account book as above. A t back C h a n t r y House 
c h a r i t y a c c o u n t s ( s c h o o l ) 1766 - 9 8 , 1767-1878. 

107 Account book as above. C o n t a i n s a c c o u n t s o f s a l e o f 
the T a l b o t , 1695, 1676 - 9 7 . 

108 - 114 A n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s ( w i t h some d r a f t s ) , 
1654, 1856, 1692 -4 . 

115 - 159 D r a f t y e a r l y s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s c o n t a i n i n g 
y e a r l y b u n d l e s o f vou c h e r s . Some o f the l a t e r ones 
c o n t a i n v o u c h e r s f o r t h e B i c k e r s t a f f C h a r i t y . 
V o u chers o n l y 1916-26. 1895-1940. 

160 B u n d l e o f r e c e i p t s e t c . , m a i n l y Sponne, but some 
a l s o f o r t h e B i c k e r s t a f f and S c h o o l c h a r i t i e s . The 
16t h c. r e c e i p t s a r e f o r t h e payment o f a f i f t e e n t h . 
A l s o a memo, o f the c o l l e c t o r s g i v i n g t h e i r a n n u a l 
a c c o u n t s , and the c o n t e n t s o f the c h e s t , 1459 /60 , 
and a n o t e o f d i s p u t e w i t h t e n a n t o f c o t t a g e i n 
Par k Lane ( 1 7 t h c . ) ; 1459 /60 , 1561-1837. 

161 - 236 A n n u a l b u n d l e s o f v o u c h e r s , 1608, 1814 - 9 6 . 

237 R e c e i p t s f o r q u i t r e n t s p a i d t o the E a r l of P o m f r e t , 

1750-99 ( 4 ) . 

238 R e c e i p t s f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n made t o t h e t r u s t e e s o f 
the C h e s t e r t u r n p i k e f o r r e p a i r s t o roa d s i n 
Tow c e s t e r , 1774-1635 ( 8 ) . 

239 S t o c k r e c e i p t s , 1803 - 1 1 , 1885-1901. 
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240 - 21+4 D i s t r i b u t i o n books: g i v i n g names o f r e c i p i e n t s 
of c h a r i t y and amount. 1669 - 7 7 ; 1876-87; 
e n c l o s i n g l e t t e r r e t e l e g r a p h p o l e o u t s i d e 
T a l b o t , 1o68, and copy scheme f o r a p p l y i n g p a r t 
o f t h e Sponne c h a r i t y f u n d s t o the Grammar 
S c h o o l , 1687-9 , 1891; n.d. c.1692, a t back l i s t 
o f t r e e s i n c l o s e s , named. 

21+5 - 250 L i s t s of r e c i p i e n t s of c h a r i t y 1691-5: "names 
of Men f o r E a s t e r Monday" c. 1890. 

251 L i s t of per s o n s r e c e i v i n g c o a l and amount. 
1936-1+0 ( s m a l l v o l . ) . 

252 V o u c h e r s f o r c o a l and c o u n t e r f o i l s , 1939. 

253 - 251+ Bank pass books, 1669-63, 1661+-6. E n c l o s i n g d r a f t 
m i n u t e s , 1666, and l e t t e r w i t h p r o p o s a l t o b u i l d 
market a t the end o f the T a l b o t Y a r d , 1666. 

255 Cheque-book c o u n t e r f o i l s , 1669 - 9 3 . 

5,5 Correspondence and p a p e r s . 

256 C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , Sponnes t r u s t e e s and R o b e r t 
C u r t i s o f R i c h e s C o u r t , Lime o t r e e t , c i t r a t f o r d B. 
re p l a n f o r a l t e r a t i o n s t o the T a l b o t , 1651+-5 (9) 
w i t h p l a n s (1+). 

257 L e t t e r f rom W. Adams, r e t u r n i n g s i g n e d l e a s e s , 
1656. 

258 L e t t e r from J o h n J u d k i n s r e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 
" C r o s s i n g s " . 1858. 

259 C o r r e s p . r e the T a l b o t and change o f ten a n c y ; 
1661. L e t t e r r e proposed p a r t y w a l l , 1877. 

260 L e t t e r f r o m A. Jones r e f u s i n g t o u n d e r t a k e t o keep 

the T a l b o t i n r e p a i r . 1661+. 


261 L e t t e r g i v i n g n o t i c e o f i n q u i r y i n t o T o w c e s t e r 
c h a r i t y schemes. 1870. 

262 L e t t e r s a c c e p t i n g o f f i c e of c h a r i t y f e o f f e e , 
1671-6 ( 6 ) . 

263 F e o f f e e s c o r r e s p . - v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s 16&2-1+ ( 1 8 ) . 

261+ L e t t e r s a c c e p t i n g o f f i c e o f c h a r i t y f e o f f e e , 1692 
( 4 ) . 

265 L e t t e r s a s k i n g f o r r e d u c t i o n i n r e n t owing t o the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n 1693, n.d. ( 2 ) . 

266 L e t t e r s f r o m th e v i c a r o f To w c e s t e r (A. Mountain) 
r e a n n u a l f e o f f e e s ' meeting. 1693 ( 2 ) . 

267 F e o f f e e s c o r r e s p . m a i n l y r e p r o p o s a l t o s e l l the 
T a l b o t i n 1695. 1894-6 ( 1 6 ) . 

268 F e o f f e e s papers and c o r r e s p . , g e n e r a l 1895 ( 1 6 ) . 

269 L e t t e r f rom P. 0. E n g i n e e r (S. M i d l a n d s ) r e pro p o s e d 

e r e c t i o n o f t e l e g r a p h p o l e s a l o n g W a t l i n g S t r e e t , 

1895. 



270 	 C o r r e s p . r e i n v e s t m e n t of money ( f r o m s a l e o f 

T a l b o t ?) and way l e a v e f o r t e l e g r a p h p o l e s i n 

W a t l i n g S t r e e t 1695 ( 5 ) . 


271 	 L e t t e r from Geo. T. S m i t h o f T o w c e s t e r r e bad 
s t a t e o f r e p a i r o f f o o t w a y from H i g h S t r e e t t o 
the s a w p i t t s . 1697. 

272 	 C o r r e s p . w i t h C h a r i t y Commissioners r e r a i s i n g 

l o a n f o r r e p a i r s t o T a l b o t , 165L-5 ( 1 1 ) . 


273 	 L e t t e r f r om C h a r i t y Commissioners a s k i n g f o r 
f u r t h e r d e t a i l s about a n n u a l a c c o u n t s , 1669. 

27U 	 L e t t e r f r om C h a r i t y Commissioners a s k i n g f o r f o r m 

r e scheme f o r s c h o o l t o be f i l l e d up. 167&. 


275 	 L e t t e r from C h a r i t y C o r r m i s s i o n e r s r e d e s i r a b i l i t y 

o f new scheme. 1892. 


276 	 C o r r e s p . w i t h C h a r i t y Commissioners r e s a l e o f 
T a l b o t and new scheme. 1695-6 ( 1 2 ) . 

277 	 C o r r e s p . w i t h C h a r i t y Commissioners r e r e s t o r a t i o n 

of o r i g i n a l oak head e t c . t o Sponne's monument i n 

T o w c e s t e r C h u r c h , 1929 (1 f i l e ) . 


278 	 P a p e r s e t c . r e c l a i m s f o r r e f u n d o f Income Tax on 

p r o p e r t y . 182+3-66 (4). 


279 	 Tapers e t c . a l l o w i n g repayment o f t a x on p r o p e r t y 

1851-4 ( 3 ) . 


260 	 V a l u a t i o n o f growing c r o p s i n the garden o f the 

T a l b o t , 1821; v a l u a t i o n of T a l o o t Inn and f a r m , 

1822; Geo. Gunays a c c t . , 1822; b i l l f o r d i n n e r s , 

1636; agreement t o be t e n a n t , w i t h l i s  t o f r e x ^ a i r s 

t o be done, 1837; c o r r e s p . r e l e a s i n g the T a l b o t , 

1853. 


281 	 C o n t r a c t f o r work a t the T a l b o t , 1855; b i l  l f o r 
cupboards and s h e l v e s a t the T a l b o t , 1656; l e t t e r s 
r e p r o p o s a l t o l a y c r o s s i n g s i n T o w c e s t e r , 1859; 
p l a n and e s t i m a t e f o r new s t a b l e s a t the T a l b o t , 
1861. 

262 	 P a p e r s : - r e c e i p t s f o r t a x e s 1655-66; 2 l e t t e r s 

from t e n a n t s , 1854. 


283 	 N o t i c e t o c r e d i t o r s o f J o h n Ames of the T a l b o t 

H o t e l , T o w c e s t e r , i n n k e e p e r , and l e t t e r enc. cheque 

1872-3 ( 2 ) . 


261+ 	 M i s c . r e c e i p t s f o u n d l o o s e . 1&50-72 (5). 


265 	 D r a f t n o t i c e s : r e l e t t i n g of the T a l b o t , 1872; 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r g r a n t f r o m 

Sponnes c h a r i t y c.1895. 


286 	 N o t i c e by S. Major o f t e r m i n a t i o n o f tenancy o f 

shop i n P a r k S t r e e t , 1893. 


287 	 Tenders f o r p a v i n g by c o t t a g e s a t I s l i n g t o n 

( T e r r a c e ?) 1894 ( 2 ) . 
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268 


289 


290 


291 


292 


293 


29k 


295 


296 


297 


296 


299 


300 


301 


302 


303 


30k 


I n v i t a t i o n f o r t e n d e r s t o s u p p l y c o a l and 

3 t e n d e r s . 1909. 


N o t i c e of t e n a n t ' s i n t e n t i o n t o q u i t the T a l b o t , 

1833, w i t h c o r r e s p . p l a n e t c . r e r e p a i r s t o t h e 

T a l b o t , 1834 and r e c e i p t s b i l  l f o r r e p a i r s t o 

t h e alrashouses 1665. 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s , t e n d e r s e t c . f o r p a v i n g works t o 

be done i n T o w c e s t e r , 161+24-5. 


P l a n s and e s t i m a t e s f o r b u i l d i n g 'Mr. v"ernon's' 
h o v e l i n the meadow, I0I4.9-50 (4). 

E s t i m a t e s : f o r v a r i o u s works a t the T a l b o t and t o 

pavements: p l a n f o r "Wrru Howes F r o n t Window". 

1652-4. 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s o f work t o be done a t t h e T a l b o t ; 

agreement of John Brown and Wm. Bowden t o u n d e r t a k e 

the work, and b i l l s . . 1651+-6. 


R e p o r t o f R o b e r t C u r t i s on the s t a t e o f the works 
a t t h e T a l b o t . 1656. 

V a l u a t i o n o f d i l a p i d a t i o n s t o oe p a i d by o u t g o i n g 

t e n a n t o f t h e T a l b o t . 1861. 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s o f r e p a i r s e t c . t o be done a t t h e 

T a l b o t , 1673-4 (kj. 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s and e s t i m a t e s f o r works a t the 

T a l b o t , 16b2-3 ( 6 ) . 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s o f works to be done a t the T a l b o t , 

and c o r r e s p . w i t h the C h a r i t y Commissioners t h e r e o n . 

1887-8. ( 6 ) . 


S p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r e r e c t i n g new s t a b l e s a t the 

T a l b o t , 1667, w i t h s u r v e y o r s r e p o r t and p l a n s . 


F i r e I n s u r a n c e P o l i c i e s : on the T a l b o t I n n and 
o t h e r p r o p e r t i e s , 1 7 5 0 , 176k, 1870 ; a h o v e l i n 
Lampart Green, 1o97 ; a d w e l l i n g house i n P a r k 
S t r e e t , 1698 and 2 r e c e i p t s f o r premiums, 1612-3. 

R e c e i p t f rom N i c h o l a s G i f f o r d of T o w c e s t e r , 

plumber f o r b i l  l f o r r e p a i r i n g g u t t e r between the 

house o f Thos. Jones and the T a l b o t , and agreement 


n
t o keep i  t i n r e p a i r f o r 50 y e a r s , 167k. i  . I
c l o t h bag marked "R.A." "Sponnes F e o f f e e M e e t i n g 
26 March 1816" ]. 

Grant o f way-leave t o the G u a r d i a n s of the P o o r of 
T o w c e s t e r U n i o n t o l a y 6 " water p i p e s through the 
C h a r i t y l a n d s ( p l a n ) . 1tt63. 

O r d e r from q u a r t e r S e s s i o n s t o s t o p a p u b l i c 

f o o t p a t h from the s t i l e a t T r a n t e r s C l o s e t o the 

r a i l s t h e r e . 


Copy r e s o l u t i o n and l e t t e r o f the Highway B o a r d , 
r e exchange o f l a n d f o r i m p r o v i n g the r o a d t o the 
cemetry. 1665 . 
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305 Case and o p i n i o n r e o b l i g a t i o n o f T u r n p i k e 
T r u s t e e s t o r e p a i r r o a d i n Towcester i n f r o n t o f 
the T a l b o t . 17U9. 

306 Case and o p i n i o n as to whether new t r u s t e e s 

can be o c c u p i e r s o f p r o p e r t y i n , b u t n o t 

p a r i s h i o n e r s o f , Tow c e s t e r . 1866. 


AB. SPONNES AND BICKERSTAFFES CHARITIES 


1. T r u s t Deeds. 

307 - 320 T o w c e s t e r and F a r t h i n g s t o n e . Investment of 

l a n d s i n new t r u s t e e s : the T a b a r d a l i a s the T a l b o t 

w i t h i t s a p p u r t e n a n c e s , and l a n d s l y i n g i n the 

common f i e l d s o f F a r t h i n g s t o n e , 1722-1887. 


2. M i n u t e s . 


321 M i n u t e book o f the Towcester C h a r i t i e s F e o f f e e s . 

One j o i n t a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g was h e l d f o r 

Sponne's, B i c k e r s t a f f ' s , H i c k s and t h e S c h o o l 

c h a r i t i e s a t w h i c h s e p a r a t e a c c o u n t s were 

a u d i t e d . O t h e r m e e t i n g s were h e l d by t h e v a r i o u s 

c h a r i t i e s as t h e need a r o s e . The same f e o f f e e s 

s e r v e d a l l f o u r c h a r i t i e s , b u t each c h a r i t y had 2 

s e p a r a t e a c t i n g f e o f f e e s . 1601+-38. 


322 M i n u t e book, as above. A t back, memo, r e j o i n t 

w a l l o f the T a l b o t and Jo h n Brown's house, 165h. 

Enc. c o r r e s p . 1870-65 ( 5 ) . 1838-75. 


323 Min u t e book, as above. A t f r o n t , l i s  t of Sponnes 

f e o f f e e s I876. Cont. newspaper r e p o r t s o f m e e t i n g s 

r e d i s p u t e o v er s a l e o f t h e T a l b o t , 1895. 1676-95. 


32U Min u t e book as aoove. Not f u l l y u s e d , as i n 1697 

a new c h a r i t y scheme came i n t o o p e r a t i o n . 1895-6. 


325 M i n u t e book o f the F e o f f e e s of Sponne's and 

B i c k e r s t a f f ' s C h a r i t i e s , under the new scheme. 

1897-1905. Indexed. 


326 M i n u t e book, as above, 1905-16. 


327. M i n u t e book, as above, 1917-33. 


3.2 Correspondence and Papers. 


328 L e t t e r Book, f e o f f e e s o f Sponne*s and B i c k e r s t a f f ' s 

C h a r i t i e s . 1897-1917. Indexed. 


329 C o r r e s p . w i t h C h a r i t y Commissi oners r e s a l e o f 

l a n d i n B r a c k l e y Road t o the rVesleyan S o c i e t y 

f o r the s i t e of a manse. R e p o r t on proposed 

b u i l d i n g s i n B r a c k l e y Road. 1906-9* 


330 L e t t e r s f r o m C h a r i t y Commissioners a c k n o w l e d g i n g 

r e c e i p t o f a n n u a l a c c t s . from v a r i o u s Towcester 

c h a r i t i e s . 1656-67 ( 5 ) . 
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331 B i l l s  , accounts etc. a l  l c h a r i t i e s , 1603-23; 

bond to perform covenants, 161+1; corresp. of 

Thos. White, schoolmaster, c l a i m i n g a l l the r e n t s 

of the school lands, 1616; survey of Mr. 

Wilcox's c l o s e a d j o i n i n g S p i t t a l Lane, 1618; 

d r a f t statement of c h a r i t a b l e donations, incomplete; 

t e r r i e r of T a l b o t l a n d s , n.d. 


332 Cheque books (used) and paying i n book, f e o f f e e s 

of Sponne's and B i c k e r s t a f f ' s c h a r i t i e s , 1936-i+C. 


333 Corresp. and papers re tenders f o r s i n k i n g an ar 

- t e s i a n w e l l , with a n a l y s i s of water, 1676-9. 

[property not i d e n t i f i a b l e ] . 


331+ Note of the amount of stock standing i n the 
name of Mr. (John) L o v e l l , n. d. 19th C. 
[ c h a r i t y not i d e n t i f i a b l e j . 

B. BICKERSTAFF1S CHARITY 


1^ Deeds. 


335 Copy w i l l of Thomas B i c k e r s t a f f , c i t i z e n and 
founder of London: bequest ( i n t e r a l i a ) to the 
t r u s t e e s of the T a l b o t c h a r i t y of the i n t e r e s t i n 
lease of a s i t e whereon t e s t a t o r had b u i l t 
almshouses, and £250 to be i n v e s t e d i n land and 
the rents to be used f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the 
almshouses, and the B l a c k w e l l , and to maintain 3 
people i n the almshouses. 1695/6. 

336 Lease: S i r Wm. Fermor of Easton Neston to Thos. 
B i c k e r s t a f f of a s m a l l p i e c e of ground 15yds. x 
17 yds. i n Towcester ( a b u t t a l s ) f o r 100 years i n 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the almshouses B i c k e r s t a f f 
intends to b u i l d thereon, and s e t t l e them as a 
c h a r i t y . 1689. 

337 Lease: Wm. Lord Lempster to Thos. B i c k e r s t a f f 
of land of 3 almshouses i n Tov/cester f o r 500 years 
1693. 

336 Agreement between the Trustees of the T a l b o t lands 
and Wm. Lord Lempster f o r an e x c h a n g e of l e a s e h o l d 
lands provided Lord Lempster leases the s i t e of 
the almshouses to Thos. B i c k e r s t a f f e f o r kQO years. 
1693. 

339 Lease: Wm. Lord Lempster to the f e o f f e e s of Sponne 
c h a r i t y of 13 s e l i o n s of a r r a b l e land i n N o r m i l l 
f i e l d , c o n t a i n i n g 3a. 3r . 26p. f o r 500 y e a r s , and l e a s e 
by the f e o f f e e s to Lord Lempster of lands i n S p i t t l e 
F i e l d , Towcester, 1693. 

Farthingstone 


31+0 F i n a l Concord: Wm. W i l l s and Robert Bunting v. 
U r s u l a Adams, widow, John Adams and wife Jane, 
R i c h a r d Nelson and w i f e Temperance, A b i g a i l K i l b y , 
widow, Wm. Shepard and wife Sarah, John Tucker and 
wife E l l z . of 2 messuages 1 cottage, 3 gardens, 3 
orchards kOa. of land etc. i n F a r t h i n g s t o n e , L i t c h ­
borough, Duncott, Greens Norton, Weston and Weedon, 
1697. [NOS. 336-1+0 an o r i g i n a l bunale]. 
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341 Deed to declare the uses of a f i n e : messuage 
i n Farthingstone, 2a. of pasture adjoining a 
cottage i n Farthingstone and 7 yard lands i n the 
common f i e l d s of Farthingstone. 1674. 

342 - 343 Mortgage: John Adams the elder of Farthingstone, 

and John Adams the younger to John Freemantle of 

Morton Pinkney, gent: a messuage, close of 

pasture and 3 yard lands i n the common f i e l d s of 

Farthingstone: and bond to perform covenants. 

1687. 


344 Assignment of mortgage: John Freemantle to 

Thomas Bellasse of Charwelton, gent: property as 

above. 1 691. 


345 Assignment of mortgage: Thos. Bellasse to 

charity feoffees: messuage, close of pasture and 

2 yard lands i n Farthingstone. 1 697. 


346 Assignment to attend the inheritance: charity 

feoffees to James Thomas a l i a s Rice of Towcester of 

lands i n the common f i e l d s of Farthingstone 

(scheduled^,and conveyance to John Adams and 

Ursula Adams of the remainder of the mortgaged 

premises. 1696. 


347 Lease and Release: Ursula Adams, widow and John 
Adams to charity feoffees: lands i n the common 
f i e l d s of Farthingstone (scheduled). 1696. 
Charged with payment of £6 p. a. to E l i z . B i c k e r s t a f f 
widow. 

348 Investment i n new Trustees: lands i n the common 
f i e l d s of Farthings tone. 1716. 

349 Receipt: feoffees of Sponne's charity to Mary 

B u m e l l , f o r £100 paid i n l i e u of a bequest by 

Joseph Newman of Towcester, ironmonger of a close 

of land i n Towcester, for the benefit of the widows 

i n the almshouses, which had been declared void by 

the Statute of Mortmain. 1776. 


2. Leases. 


Farthingstone 


350 Lease by the feoffees of B i c k e r s t a f f ' s charity to 
Geo. Wilkinson of lands i n the common f i e l d s of 
Farthingstone. 1700/1. 

351 - 356 Leases and Tenancy Agreements: 28 acres of newly 
inclosed land i n Farthings tone. 1773-1699. 

3. Accounts. 


357 Account book of the feoffees of B i c k e r s t a f f ' s 
Charity. At back, memoranda of e l e c t i o n of 
widows to almshouses, 1730-1736; memoranda of 
investment of £167 i n Consols, 1781 and of 
anonymous g i f t of £60 to be invested and the 
proceeds spent i n coal, 1789. 1713-92. 
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358 A c c o u n t b o o k , a s a b o v e ; a t b a c k n o t e s e t c . 
o f e l e c t i o n o f w i d o w s t o t h e a l m s h o u s e s , 1795, 
1799, 1803-33 , a n d m i n u t e s o f f e o f f e e s m e e t i n g s , 
1803-32. 1792-1633. 

359 A c c o u n t b o o k , a s a b o v e . A t f r o n t , l i s t o f 
e l e c t i o n s t o t h e a l m s h o u s e s , 1642-64. A t b a c k , 
m i n u t e s o f m e e t i n g s , 1833-47; memorandum o f 
l e g a c y u n d e r w i l l o f M a r y S h e p p a r d o f T o w c e s t e r . 
n . d . 1833 -97 . 

360 A c c o u n t b o o k " M r . Adams C h a r i t y " f o r t h e l o w e r 
o r b a c k a l m s h o u s e s . Memorandum o f d e c i s i o n 
o w i n g t o k e e p i n g o f s e p a r a t e a c c o u n t s " h a v i n g 
f r e q u e n t l y b e e n a t t e n d e d w i t h m i s t a k e s " t o k e e p 
them w i t h B i c k e r s t a f f 1 s a c c o u n t s i n f u t u r e . 1857. 
1813-57. 

361 - 366 C o p y a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , 1854-8. 1894. 

367 - 409 D r a f t a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , e n c l o s i n g 
b u n d l e o f v o u c h e r s , 1896-1940. 

410 - 491 A n n u a l b u n d l e s o f v o u c h e r s , 1809, 1812 - 1 3 , 
1620-96. 

492 - 493 B a n k p a s s b o o k s , 1876-86, 1909-39. 

4 . M i n u t e s . 

494 M i n u t e b o o k o f f e o f f e e s o f B i c k e r s t a f f 1 s c h a r i t y , 
a t b a c k , l i s  t o f e l e c t i o n s t o a l m s h o u s e s , 1842-65, 
1852-90. [ s e e a l s o TC 3 2 1 - 7 ] . 

495 M i n u t e b o o k , a s a b o v e , 1890-6. 

5.. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e and p a p e r s . 

496 I n q u i r i e s f r o m C h a r i t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s r e d e t a i l s 
o f endowment f u n d s . 1857 ( 2 ) . 

497 L e t t e r s f r o m I n l a n d R e v e n u e a n d C h a r i t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
a c k . r e c e i p t o f a n n u a l a c c o u n t s . 1856-9 ( 3 ) . 

498 L e t t e r f r o m C h a r i t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s r e t r a n s f e r o f 
C o n s o l s t o O f f i c i a l T r u s t e e o f C h a r i t a b l e F u n d s , 
1671. 

499 C o r r e s p . r e t e n a n c y o f l a n d i n P a r t h i n g s t o n e , 
1875-7 (16). 

500 C o r r e s p . r e p r o p o s e d s a l e o f l a n a i n F a r t h i n g s t o n e 
f o r l a b o u r e r s a l l o t m e n t s , 1887-90. (1 f i l e ) . 

501 C o r r e s p . o f T . M o u n t f o r d o f S n o r s c o m b e ( t e n a n t ) 
r e l a n d i n F a r t h i n g s t o n e 1867-95 ( 1 2 ) . 

502 P a p e r s a n d c o r r e s p . o f E. K. E l l i o t t , a c t i n g 
f e o f f e e s , 1893-5 I15). 

503 S t o c k r e c e i p t s , c o r r e s p . e t c . 1871 ( 6 ) . 

504 P i r e i n s u r a n c e P o l i c y o n 3 a l m s h o u s e s i n 
T o w c e s t e r a n d b a r n e t c . i n P a r t h i n g s t o n e F i e l d . 
1899. 
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 GRAMMAR SCHOOL CHARITY 


IJJ Deeds. 
Towcester. 

505 Conveyance: Richd. iieyborne and Win. Dalby 
to John Farmer of Esteneston esq., Thos. Davie 
of Towcester and ot h e r s , of a s i t e or c a p i t a l 
messuage c a l l e d the chauntery house i n Towcester 
l a t e a chantry c a l l e d Sponnes Chantry, anda 
cottage i n Parke lane i n Towcester, to be he l d 
of the k i n g as of the manor of Moulton i n f r e e 
socage. I 5 5 V 2 . 

506 Release, by Robert Campton of London gent to 
Thos. Davy, Wm. Marryat, Wm. Capurn, N i c h o l a s 
Easwell and Thos. Weste, of arrearages of rent 
i n the Chantry House. 1572. 

507 Grant: Wm. Marryat, Wm. Caporne and Thos. West to 
Richard Blande of Towcester, mercer, and Chr i s t o p h e r 
Savage of Towcester, baker of the Chantry house and 
a tenement i n Park Lane. 1581. 

508 Grant: R i c h a r d Blande and Chris t o p h e r Savage to 
tru s t e e s of the Chantry house et c . 1581. 

509 - 512 Enfeoffment of new t r u s t e e s : s i t e or c a p i t a l 
messuage commonly c a l l e d the chantry house a l i a s 
the Colledge a l i a s the schoole house anda 
cottage i n Park Lane. 
Towcester and Whittlebury 


513 - 525 Enfeoffment of new t r u s t e e s : the chantry-house 
a l i a s the c o l l e g e a l i a s the schoolhouse and the 
schoolhouse i t s e l f and a tenement i n Park Lane i n 
Towcester, and 13 acres of land i n the common 
f i e l d s of Whittlebury. 1722-1876. 

Whittlebury 


526 Mortgage: James Langrake of Whittlebury gent to 
Robert Parker of Towcester, shepherd, of 9 r i d g e s 
of ground i n the f i e l d of Whit t l e b u r y . 1630. 

527 Grant: James Langrake to Robert Parker of 9 and 
6 r i d g e s i n the f i e l d of W h i t t l e b u r y , and 1+ r i d g e s 
i n Broadmeade f i e l d . 1630. 

528 Grant: John Gray of Wh i t t l e b u r y , f u l l e r and w i f e 
Sarah t o John Middleton of Whittlebury yeoman, of 
2-g- acres i n W h i t t l e b u r y , 1 acre i n Broademead 
f u r l o n g , 2 r i d g e s i n Ladywell F u r l o n g , 2 r i d g e s 
under couny c l o s e and 2 l e y s i n Netherends 
f u r l o n g . 1638. 

529 Grant: Thomas Parker of Towcester, shepherd to 
John Middleton of 9 ridges i n the f i e l d s of 
wh i t t l e b u r y . 162+1. 

530 - 531 Bonds: John Middleton to F r a n c i s Gray of 
Paulerspury, yeoman: to repay £ 2 5  . 1660/1 . 
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532 - 533 G r a n t ( a n d bond): R i c h a r d G a r ( d ) n e r o f 
S i l v e r s t o n e , yeoman t o John M i d d l e t o n o f 2 
a c r e s i n W i l l e l a n d i n t h e f i e l d s o f W h i t t l e b u r y . 
1662. 

534 - 536 Grant ( w i t h bond and r e c e i p t ) : John Waterman o f 
W h i t t l e b u r y , g e n t . , t o John m i d d l e t o n the e l d e r 
and J o h n M i d d l e t o n t h e younger of 6^a. c a l l e d 
bushey h i l  l i n Broadmead F i e l d . 1676. 

537 M a r r i a g e s e t t l e m e n t : John M i d d l e t o n the younger 
and J o a n Savage, d a u g h t e r o f Geo. Savage o f 
Greens N o r t o n ; 165a. o f l a n d l y i n g i n t h e f i e l d s 
o f W h i t t l e b u r y , 1660 / 1 . 

538 Deed t o l e a d the uses o f a P i n e : t o b a r dower o f 
E l i z . w i f e o f Wm. Mathews o f G r e a t E v e r d o n , yeoman, 
and daughter o f J ohn M i d d l e t o n and w i f e J o a n : 
l a n d s as above. 1 7 12 / 3 . 

539 Copy l e a s e and r e l e a s e : Wm. Mathew o f H e l l i d o n and 
w i f e E l i z a b e t h t o Edward A s h w e l l of F a r t h i n g s t o n e , 
yeoman: messuage i n Greens H o r t o n and c l o s e t h e r e t o 
a d j o i n i n g , 7a .  i n the common f i e l d s o f Greens N o r t o n , 
and 165a.  i n the common f i e l d s o f W h i t t l e b u r y , 1716/7. 

540 Lease and R e l e a s e : Edward A s h w e l l t o the t r u s t e e s 
of T o w c e s t e r Grammar S c h o o l and R a l p h R o b i n s o n , 
c l e r k and master o f the S c h o o l ; 13a. of l a n d  i n t h e 
open f i e l d s of W h i t t l e b u r y ( d e s c r i b e d ; p u r c h a s e d 
w i t h a bequest o f £ 1 0 0 from Wm. M a r i o t t o f Grays 
Inn. Enc. c e r t i f i e d e x t r a c t from the w i l l . 1721. 

T o w c e s t e r and Ab t h o r p e . 


541 Copy Or d e r of t h e I n c l o s u r e Commissioners f o r 
and exchange o f l a n d between t h e f e o f f e e s o f 
Towcester Grammar S c h o o l and t h e Duke o f G r a f t o n : 
P a r t of I v e s Meadow, T o w c e s t e r , and a p a s t u r e 
c a l l e d O z i e r s i n A b t h o r p e . P l a n . 1875. 

2j L e a s e s . 

Towcester. 

-

542 Lease t o Jerom Farmer o f B u r c o t , g e n t . , o f t h e 
C o l l e g e house and a garden and a Dufhouse e t c . 
sometime c a l l e d Sponnes C h a n t r y . 1583. 

543 Bond: o f John K y n g s t o n of Towcester t o pay r e n t 
of a c o t t a g e i n Parke Lane, 1649. 

544 Lease t o J o h n Tomson o f T o w c e s t e r , a l a b o u r e r o f 
a messuage i n P a r k Lane, a c o t t a g e c o n t a i n i n g 2 
rooms t h e r e t o a d j o i n i n g and a garden. 1684. 

545 " 549 L e a s e s : a messuage a t tne c o r n e r o f P a r k e L a n e , 
i n T o wcester. 1700-34. 

W h i t t l e b u r y 


550 L e a s e : t o Joh n Waterman o f 13a. i n the common f i e l d s 
o f W h i t t l e b u r y . 1736. 

A b t h o r p e . 


 Lease: t o R o b e r t C o c k e r i l l t h e e l d e r o f T o w c e s t e r , 
basketmaker, o f a c l o s e o f l a n d i n A b t h o r p e , 1799. 

551
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3^ Appoint m e n t s o f S c h o o l m a s t e r s . 


552 Appointment o f J e t h r o K i n g , o f Corpus C h r i s t i , 

Oxon. 1681. 


553 Appointment o f Thomas White o f H a n s l o p e , Bucks. 

1795. 

554 Appointment o f Thos. Clement W h i t e , 1828. 


555 Appointment of James White $ f i l l e t s o f T o w c e s t e r , 

1849. 


4j A c c o u n t s and Vou c h e r s . 


556 - 562 Copy a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , 1853-9, 
1694, 

563 - 580 A n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , w i t h y e a r l y 
b u n d l e s o f v o u c h e r s , 1680-1900. 

581 - 616 A n n u a l b u n d l e s o f v o u c h e r s ; 1622-3, 1831, 1835-9, 
1644 -91 . 

617 Ac c o u n t book, 1799-1837, and n o t e s o f a d m i s s i o n s 
t o the s c h o o l , w i t h l i s t s o f c h a r i t y b o y s , 1772­
1835* A t f r o n t , copy appointment o f J e t h r o K i n g 
as s c h o o l m a s t e r , 1681. 

5.2 Correspondence and P a p e r s . 


618 C o r r e s p . of the f e o f f e e s o f the Grammar S c h o o l 

w i t h Thomas Clement W h i t e , s c h o o l m a s t e r , r e 

v a c a n c i e s a t the s c h o o l . 1837-6 ( 9 ) . 


619 L e t t e r s f r o m the C h a r i t y Commissioners a c k n o w l e d g i n g 

r e c e i p t o f a n n u a l a c c o u n t s , 1656, 1857 ( 2 ) . 


620 L e t t e r s and memo, from A l e x a n d e r W i l k i n s , c u r a t e 
of B i r k i n a s k i n g t o be a p p o i n t e d master o f t h e 
Grammar S c h o o l . 1667. ( 3 ) . 

621 C o v e r i n g l e t t e r of S c h o o l s I n q u i r y Commission r e 
r e p o r t o f commissioners ( n o t found) 1667. 

622 L e t t e r : S. Kebby of Y o r k S t . , Westminster t o 

Rev. W i l l e t t s r e a r r i v a l o f 'Order' (*?). 1667. 


623 C o r r e s p . from T. neywood Vernon o f P i m l i c o , London 
a r c h i t e c t , r e p l a n s f o r new Grammar S c h o o l , w i t h 
p l a n s (9) 1867-9. 

624 L e t t e r s f r om J o h n Steane a s k i n g f o r p o s t o f 

s c h o o l m a s t e r , w i t h t e s t i m o n i a l s ; o f f e r i n g t o t a k e 

F r e e S c h o o l boys a t Towcester Commercial S c h o o l . 

1866, 1870. 


625 L e t t e r s : L o r d P e n r h y n and o t h e r s r e proposed 

u n i o n o f Towc e s t e r Grammar S c h o o l w i t h o t h e r s . 

1866 ( 3 ) . 


626 L e t t e r f r o m R.P. L i g h t f o o t , v i c a r o f T o w c e s t e r , 

o f f e r i n g £10 t o Grammar S c h o o l f u n d , and t o r e n t 

Grammar S c h o o l garden. 1866. 


627 N o m i n a t i o n by the r e c t o r and churchwardens o f 

Greens N o r t o n t o a p l a c e a t t h e Grammar S c h o o l , 1870, 




628 	 APPLICATIONS FOR FREE PLACES AT THE GRAMMAR 

SCHOOL, 1872-9 (HI). 


629 	 LETTER: FROM W. KNIGHT ASKING FOR TESTIMONIAL 

AS TO HIS WORK AT THE CHARITY SCNOOL, 1889. 


630 	 CORRESP. RE ENDOWED SCHOOLS COMMITTEE, WITH 

COPY ACT (1869), REPORTS ETC., PROSPECTUS OF THE 

SCHOOL (1869) AND REPORT (1672). CORRESP. RE 

GIFT OF SITE FOR NEW SCHOOL BY OIR J . HESKETH, 

1876-7 (20). 


631 	 FEOFFEES CORRESP. AND PAPERS, INCLUDING LETTER 

OFFERING £600 FOR SITE OF OLD SCHOOL (1867); DRAFT 

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO SUSPEND APPOINTMENT 

OF A NEW MASTER PENDING THE BUILDING OF A NEW 

SCHOOL (1868); AND STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS, (1669­
76). 1857-77 (21). 


632 	 NOTICE TO QUIT: TO WILLIAM FIELDING; LAND IN 

WHITTLEBURY. 1855. 


633 	 EXTRACT FROM WHITTLEBURY FOREST INCLOSURE AWARD 

1861; NOTES ON PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LAND WITH 

DUKE OF GRAFTON, WITH PLAN, N. C. C. 1675. 


634 	 COPY MINUTES OF MEETING OF FEOFFEES OF SPONNES 

CHARITY RE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF CHARITIES, 

1870. 


635 	 INSURANCE POLICY: 2 TENEMENTS IN PARK LANE, 

TOWCESTER. 1671. 


636 	 CHARITY 001111118810^ S SCHEME FOR TOWCESTER GRAMMAR 

SCHOOL, PR. 1866. 


637 	 UNDERTAKING: OF THOMAS WHEELER TO EXECUTE THE NEW 

SCHOOL BUILDING. 1869. 


638 	 DRAFT SPECIFICATION AND CONTRACT FOR BUILDING THE 

NEW SCHOOL, N. D. C. 1889. 


639 	 AGREEMENT: OF VICTOR ASHBY OF TOWCESTER, CABINET-

MAKER TO PAY AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT RENT OF 1/- P.A. 

FOR NEW WINDOWS. 1896. 


D.	 HICKS' CHARITY 


L̂ J DEEDS. 


TOWCESTER 


640 	 GRANT: HENRY ARCHER OF TOWCESTER, CHAPLAIN, TO 

BENEDICT DAVY, BAILIFF OF TOWCESTER, HENRY BARKER, 

WM. SOUTH, RICHD. SOUTH, THOS. GOODGAME, JAS. 

GLASSYNEBURY, JOHN ROOK, HUGH ALMAYN, JOHN 

ROCKYNGHAM, WM. GOODGAME, JOHN PYNKARD, WM. KETELL 

AND THOS. CARSWELL. TENEMENT IN TOWCESTER AT THE 

LOWER END: TO BE HELD ON TRUST TO FULFILL THE LAST 

WILL OF RICHARD HICKS: THE PROFITS THEREFROM TO 

BE USED TO REPAIR THE CHURCH OF ST. LAURENCE, 

TOWCESTER. 1 5 1 9 / 2 0 . ENDORSED, TERRIER OF LANDS 

IN TOWCESTER. 
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61+1 O r d e r o f the Commissioners f o r C n a r i t a b l e Uses: 
R e c i t i n g w i l l o f R i c h d . H i e k e s , and bequest o f 2 
houses and 6a . o f l a n d i n Towcester: a l l t r u s t e e s 
dead, and no h e i r known. O r d e r t h a t i t be v e s t e d 
i n Geo. Benson, J o h n Tow, Thos. Shepheard, J o s i a h 
£broil, Chas. Goare, J o h n C l a r k e , Thos. C l a r k e , 
Geo. Waples and John G r i n d o n . 1669. 

642 - 657 P e o f f m e n t s of new t r u s t e e s : 2 messuages i n 
Towcester and 6a . o f l a n d i n the common f i e l d . 
1706-I90h. W i t h copy deed o f 1520. 

2. L e a s e s . 

T o w c e s t e r 


656 - 667 L e a s e s (and c o u n t e r p a r t s ) of a c o t t a g e i n 
Towces t e r and 3a . o f l a n d i n the f i e l d s o f 
Towcester. 1677-184-0 [ mess, c a l l e d t h e I r o n 
Crown, 1734-68; mess, i n Church Lane and 
7a . 1r. 32p. i n Moor F i e l d , 17&6, 18k0], 

668 - 674 L e a s e s , (and c o u n t e r p a r t s ) o f a c o t t a g e i n 
Towces t e r and 3a. o f l a n d i n t h e conimon f i e l d s . 
1677-1856. [ c a l l e d t h e Town House, 1716-34]. 

3^ A c c o u n t s and V o u c h e r s . 

675 A c c o u n t s : book o f r e p a i r s t o the c n u r c h 1773-1890. 
L a t e r payments a r e m a i n l y f o r t h e o r g a n i s t s s a l a r y . 
A t f r o n t , l i s t o f t r u s t e e s , 1774-1864. A t bac k , 
n o t e s on repayment o f £ 4 0 0 t o Mrs. J e n k i n s o n , 
1610-20; measure o f the w h i t e w a s h i n g of the c h u r c h , 
1798; tenancy agreement, 1819; agreement t o pay 
1 / - p.a. f o r oven, 1818; minutes o f m e e t i n g s , 
1620 -47 . 

676 - 699 D r a f t a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , 1854-6 , 1881-2, 
1901 -20 . 

700 - 715 D r a f t a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f a c c o u n t s , w i t h a n n u a l 
b u n d l e s o f vo u c h e r s 1885-1900. C o r r e s p . r e 
c o r n e r house i n H i g h S t . , T o w c e s t e r , 1895. 

716 - 773 A n n u a l b u n d l e s of v o u c h e r s , 1826, 1830-7 , 182+4-84, 
1901 -20 . 

774 - 775 Bank Pass Books, 1869-86, 18&7-1907. 

i f j C orrespondence and P a p e r s . 


776 L e t t e r f r om J o h n Becke r e payment o f s a l a r y due 
t o C.J. T a r r y , o r g a n i s t . I856. 

777 Correspondence e t c . : r e p o r t o f E, Law, a r c h i t e c t , 
on a l t e r a t i o n s t o the c h u r c h ; r e p o r t of S. H a l l 
on t h e c l o c k mechanism. 1861 ( 3 ) . 

778 Correspondence: g e n e r a l c o r r e s p . o f t h e f e o f f e e s , 
1875, 1880-6 (16). 

779 Correspondence: r e tenancy of house t o be v a c a t e d 
by Mr. Dawson 1905 ( 1 6 ) . 
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780 	 P a p e r s and c o r r e s p . r e s a l e o f t i m b e r i n 

B r a c k l e y Road 1906-9 ( 1 1 ) . 


781 	 S p e c i f i c a t i o n and e s t i m a t e : r e p a i r s t o Mr. 
M a r t i n s house, n. d. e a r l y 19th c. 

782 	 Correspondence and o p i n i o n ; as t o l e g a l i t y o f 

payment towards o r g a n i s t s s a l a r y 1656-7 ( 5 ) . 


783 	 I n s u r a n c e p o l i c y : 2 houses i n H i g h S t r e e t , 

Towcester. 1863. 


78U 	 P l a n f o r a l t e r a t i o n t o R e a d i n g Desk i n Towcester 

c h u r c h . n.d. 


E s t i m a t e s : f o r a l t e r a t i o n s and r e p a i r s t o 
785 	 f e o f f e e s p r o p e r t y , and f o r new g a t e s t o t h e 

c h u r c h y a r d . I906-6 ( 5 ) . 


Agreement:	 w i t h Mark W i l l i a m s Groom o f 
786 	 T o w c e s t e r , motor e n g i n e e r , a l l o w i n g him t o e r e c t 

a t r a d e s i g n on house i n t h e H i g h S t r e e t , 1906. 


787 	 C i r c u l a r l e t t e r f r o m the S e c r e t a r y of t h e R o y a l 

C o l l e g e o f Surgeons ( u s e d as a l a b e l ; 1666. 


788 	 I n c o m p l e t e c l a i m f o r r e t u r n o f Income Tax r e 

C h a r i t y l a n d s . c. 1890. 


E.1. 	 PERRYS CHARITY. 


Land i n Westminster. 


789 	 Copy w i l l o f W i l l i a m P e r r y o f the p a r i s h o f S t . 
Bartholomew the L e s s , London, c h i r u r g e o n , c i t i z e n 
and b l a c k s m i t h of London. Bequest t o w i f e 
E l i z a b e t h o f l i f e i n t e r e s t i n a l l h i s messuages, 
s u b j e c t t o a y e a r l y payment o f h0/- t o t h e 
churchwardens o f Towcester out o f t h e r e n t s of 
a g house i n the George and Plow Y a r d , W e s t m i n s t e r 
f o r the t e a c h i n g of 2 young boys o f t h a t p a r i s h , 
and p r o v i d i n g them once e v e r y 2 y e a r s w i t h an orange 
c o l o u r e d c o a t and cap. A f t e r w i f e ' s d e a t h , s a i d 
tenements t o t h e churchwardens o f T o w c e s t e r 1691 
( c o p y , 1850). 

790 	 Lease: churchwardens o f T o w c e s t e r t o Edward O t l e y 
of C a r t e r e t S t . , W e s t m i n s t e r , o f a p a r c e l o f 
ground w i t h the shed e t c . i n t h e George and 
P l o u g h Y a r d , i n t h e Broadway, W e s t m i n s t e r . 1611. 

791 	 Lease o f messuage i n K i n g s Head C o u r t , W e s t m i n s t e r 
1650, w i t h c o r r e s p . and l e t t e r r e t i t l e o f c h u r c h ­
wardens o f T o w c e s t e r r e l a n d i n W e s t m i n s t e r 1655 (11). 

792 	 C o r r e s p o n d e n c e : r e t i t l e , 1653; r e r e n t , 1887; 

r e r e p a i r s t o 1U K i n g s Head C o u r t , 1691; copy 

o f b i l  l f o r t h e r e g u l a t i o n o f the v e s t r i e s o f 

S t . M a r g a r e t s , W e s t m i n s t e r and S t . Johns 

W e s t m i n s t e r 1852-3 ( 2 2 ) . 
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E.2. MISCELLANEOUS 

793 Book o f t r a n s c r i p t i o n s o f deeds e t c . C o p i e s o f 
No. 18, 23; f e o f f e e s v. Geo. R u s s e l l , o r d e r t o 
e n f e o f f the t r u s t e e s w i t h the C n a n t r y House, 1638/9; 
o p i n i o n r e exchange o f l a n d s , 1692/3; e x t r a c t from 
No. 553; l i s t s o f 'Church C h a r i t i e s and C h a r i t i e s 
f o r the Poor'; l i s t s o f a c t i n g f e o f f e e s f o r Sponne 
C h a r i t y , 1566-1834; t r u s t e e s of H i c k e s C h a r i t y , 1774­
1828; e x t r a c t f r o m No. 339; r e c e i p t f o r £6 f o r t h e 
poor o f Towcester under w i l l o f S i r Geo. Farmer, 1621; 
w i l l o f Thomas B i c k e r s t a f f 1695/6; f a c u l t y t o e r e c t 
3 g a l l e r i e s i n S t . Lawrence's c h u r c h , 1789; n o t e s on 
the h i s t o r y o f T o w c e s t e r and Ab t n o r p e c h u r c h e s ; w i l l s 
o f J ohn Jones 1694 and Ann J o n e s , 1699; map o f l a n d 
on B r a c k l e y Road; abridgement o f A c t 10 Geo. I I f o r 
making c h a p e l o f A b t n o r p e a p a r i s h c h u r c h , 1736/7; 
e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n of judgment, churchwardens and o v e r ­
s e e r s o f the poor o f T o w c e s t e r v. Ambrose B e n n e t t esq. 
f o r a poor l e v y , 1652; copy of Nos. 554, 836; t r u s t 
deed; t y a r d l a n d a t Woodend bought w i t h £50 g i v e n by 
Thomas C l e a v e c i t i z e n and h a b e r d a s h e r o f London t o 
p r o v i d e 13 penny l o a v e s e v e r y week f o r t h e poor o f 
Tow c e s t e r 1639/40; s i m i l a r t r u s t deed f o r the b e n e f i t 
o f t he poor o f B l a k e s l e y , 1637; copy No. 640. 

E.3. TOWCESTER SAMARITAN COMMITTEE 

794 ­ 835 D r a f t y e a r l y a c c o u n t s o f t h e T o w c e s t e r S a m a r i t a n 
Committee. 1901-39. 

E . 4 . MISCELLANEOUS CHARITABLE BEQUESTS. 

836 L i s t o f 'Bread B e q u e s t s ' made t o the p a r i s h o f 
Towcester. n. d. c. 1812. 

837 I n q u i s i t i o n P o s t Mortem: on R o b e r t Grendon, gent. 
By h i s w i l l , i  f t h e r e were no d i r e c t i s s u e o f 
h i m s e l f and h i s c h i l d r e n George and Audrey, e s t a t e 
t o be v e s t e d i n t r u s t e e s f o r Sponnes c h a n t r y , f o r 
t e a c h i n g and p r e a c h i n g . 1557. 

838 E x t r a c t f r o m the w i l l o f George C l a r k e , o f 
T o w c e s t e r , gent. Charged h i s e s t a t e s w i t h payment 
of 4 0 / - p.a. f o r the r e l i e f of the poor o f 
Towcester. 1677. 

639 R e c e i p t : t o Mary Cook f o r £10 t o be l a i d out i n 
3% C o n s o l s , the i n t e r e s t f o r the purch a s e o f 
c a n d l e s , b r e a d , cheese, b e e r and f u e l f o r the 
almshouse p e o p l e on New Y e a r s Day. 1800. 

840 Correspondence r e p e n s i o n o f R i c h a r d
r e t i r e d s o l d i e r . 1835-6 (5) . 

 T i l l e y , 

841 V e r s e s : v a r i o u s v e r s i o n s t o be p u t on the w e l l 
m a i n t a i n e d under w i l l o f Thos. B i c k e r s t a f f . n. d. ,
16 t h c. 
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E . 5 . KNIGHT FAMILY: DEEDS OF SLAPTON & ABTHORPE. 

8k2

8k3 ­ 651

 M a r r i a g e S e t t l e m e n t : Thos. K n i g h t the e l d e r 
o f S l a p t o n , gent and Anne S t a n d i s h of Canons 
Ashby: messuage i n S l a p t o n and l a n d s , c l o s e i n 
A b t h o r p e , and l a n d s i n VVappenham. 166k. 

 Deeds: K n i g h t f a m i l y , p r o p e r t y as above. 
1667 -170k . 

852

853

 P l a n : u n i d e n t i f i e d , p r o b a b l y c h a r i t y l a n d s i n 
To w c e s t e r [ T a l b o t ? ] , Made 1 6 0 2 , c o p i e d 1672 . 

 P e o f f m e n t by t r u s t e e s ( ? ) o f l a n d s i n 
Towcester. 1660/1 . Much damaged, the g r e a t e r 
p a r t m i s s i n g . P r o b a b l y n e x t i n sequence t o 
No. k 1 . 
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A P P E N D I X 


The f o l l o w i n g documents amongst the Northampton 

P u b l i c L i b r a r y miscellaneous mss. deposited i n the Northants. 

Record O f f i c e appear to have once been p a r t of the Sponne 

c h a r i t y r e c o r d s : -


NPL No. 


1029/1 Copy of a grant by A v e l i n a , Countess of Essex to 
Joseph Masor of yardland i n Towcester v i l  l &c., 
( a f t e r 1213). 

695/1 Copies of a grant by John son of Ralph Joseph to 
1029/6 Lord Hugh de Veer of h i s lands i n Towcester, 1301. 

895/2 Copies of a grant by Lord Hugh de Veer to Walter 
1029/2 Warde of h i s lands i n Towcester, 131k. 

1029 /3 Copy of q u i t c l a i m by Geoffrey Joseph ( 1 3 1 4 . ) . 
(Same as T.C. 1.) 

1029/4 Copy of marriage settlement of Walter Ward of 
same l a n d s , 1319. 

889 F i n a l Concord, Walter l e Warde & h i s wife to 
Ric h a r d de C r o u l t o n , 1335* 

886 Lease by S i r W i l l i a m de Clynton to Walter l e Warde 
of Towcester manor with custody of h i s woods and 
warren &c., 1336. 

897 Defeasance of a grant by Walter Warde t o W i l l i a m de 
Cl y n t o n , E a r l of Huntingdon, of h i s lands on payment 
of a r r e a r s of rent of Towcester manor, 1 3 4 L 

1 0 2 9 / 5 Copy of q u i t c l a i m by Walter Ward to the E a r l f o r 
a l  l Walter's lands wnich the E a r l holds under an 
execution of a s t a t u t e mercnant, 134-2. 

896 Copy of a F i n a l Concord, V/. Warde to the E a r l , 1342. 

692 Lease from the E a r l t o Walter Warde and h i s wife of 
h i s lands f o r t h e i r l i v e s , 1342. 

891 Demise by S i r John de Clynton to W i l l i a m Dauentre of 
h i s lands i n Towcester f o r 110 years &c., 1392. 

1030 Order by W i l l i a m de Clynton to W i l l i a m Dauentre to 
pay a n n u i t i e s due t o W i l l i a m Merton, 1401 ( o r 1415) . 

890 Grant of annuity by W i l l i a m , Lord Clynton to John 
P o r t e r payable by the tenant of Le Tabard i n 
Towcester, 1410. 

1031 Order by the same to W i l l i a m Daventre to pay the 
sane, 12+11. 

894 Bond by John, Lord de Clynton to W i l l i a m Sponne 
and Thomas Lane v o i d on Lord C l y n t o n conveying to 
them Le Tabard &c. , 25 January 144^. 

905 Feoffment by John Lynne and Thomas Man, chaplains 
to t r u s t e e s of 38? acres i n Towcester 6;c. , 1474. 
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NPL No. 


923 & 916 Receipts f o r I 5 t h s , 1559 and 1610. 

915* 924 Receipts f o r chief rents of Sponne chantry lands, 

922, 910 1564-1593 and 1673. 

913, 917 

916, 911 
914, 920 
and 699 

915 , 910 Receipts f o r chief rents of the Talbot, 
909 , 906 1564-62. 

912 Memo, of agreement f o r certain a l t e r a t i o n s and 
repairs at the Talbot, c.1560. 

906 T e r r i e r of Talbot lands, 1665. 

919 Receipted account f o r road mending materials and 
for removing rubbish, 1691. 

893 F i n a l Concord: A. H i l l and J. Herbert v. William 
Mathew and others of land i n Whittlebury, Staverton 
and B y f i e l d , 1712 [Grammar School Ciiarity - see 
T.C.538 j . 

900, 901 Receipts f o r F i r e Insurance Premiums, 1734-53. 

902, 698 

903, 904 

907 F i r e Insurance Prospectus, 1750. 

328 The Bishop of Peterborough's licence to Thomas 
White of Towcester to teach i n the puolic school 
i n Towcester, 1795. 



AUG 1975 


N O R T H A M P T O N S H I R E R E C O R D O F F I C E 

A d d i t i o n a l records of Towcester C h a r i t i e s 


Accession 1975/105 

TC 


p. A d d i t i o n a l	 Sponne and B i c k e r s t a f f e records 85k - 871 
& 940 

G.	 A d d i t i o n a l Sponne records 


a) Re Grammar School 872 - 880 


b) Sponne C h a r i t y 881 - 920 


H. A d d i t i o n a l B i c k e r s t a f f e records	 921 - 939 
I . A d d i t i o n a l	 Hicks c h a r i t y records 9 h l - 966 

J . Miscellaneous: 


a) Samaritan Committee 967 - 980 
b) Red Cross 981 
c) Other documents 982 - 995 



G. Sponne. 


a) Grammar S c h o o l . 


TC 


872 E x t r a c t from C h a r i t y Commission R e p o r t , 1825. 


873 C h a r i t y C. Scheme, Sponne's c h a r i t y , a p p r o p r i a t i n g 

a p i e c e o f l a n d A £50. p.a. t o T.G.S., 1886. 


874 Agreement by Jo h n Grant t o e r e c t new b u i l d i n g s , 1889. 


875 D r a f t l e a s e o f l a n d i n W h i t t l e b u r y by Governors o f 

T.G.S. 


876 C h a r i t y Commission Scheme o f 1901 r e p e n s i o n s of 

s c h o o l s w i t h s c h e d u l e showing T.G.S. was r e g u l a t e d 

by an Endowed S c h o o l s A c t scheme o f 1887 and 

Commissioners a l t e r a t i o n t h e r e o f 1895, 1901. 


877 B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n new scheme, 1912. 


878 B r o c h u r e c.1930. 


879 T.G.S. Schedule E. f o u n d a t i o n A c c o u n t ' , 1946/8, -

M i n u t e o f N.C.C. E d u c a t i o n Committee & p a p e r s r e 

Sponne F e o f f e e s e f f o r t s t o r e s t r i c t t h e use o f t h e i r 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o l o c a l p u p i l s , 1946-8, i n c l u d i n g 

c o p i e s o f 1887, & 1895, schemes Ac. 


880 B.R.A. pamphlet r e s a v i n g s c h o o l r e c o r d s , 1950 




G. Sponne. 


b) Sponne 
TC 

881 W i l l o f Sponne & c o r r . r e t r a n s l a t i o n o f i t &c. i n 1949. 

882 L e t t e r s r e Sponne's c h a i r , 1907* 

883 L e t t e r r e money f o r r e p a i r o f Sponne monument &c. 1938. 

884 500th a n n i v e r s a r y s e r v i c e l e a f l e t , 1949. 

885 Deed o f exchange o f p a r t o f T a l b o t meadow, 1885. 

886 Deed r e d r a i n from T a l b o t meadow, 1916. 

887 P r o v i s i o n a l v a l u a t i o n s , 1912. 

888 S a l e s 1895-1952 T a l b o t (1895) & B r a c k l e y Road 
( a l s o r e new r o a d t o Lamport f i e l d s , 1951) 

889 Appointments o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on Grammar S c h o o l 
G o v e r n i n g Body, 1931-56. 

890 Lease o f shop i n P a r k l a n e 1899 and l e t t e r 1917. 

891 C o r r . r e t e n a n c y &c. o f T a l b o t meadow, 1909-48. 
892 C o r r . &c. r e G.P.O. easement i n T a l b o t meadow 1917-61. 

893 Note r e p l a n t i n g t r e e s i n S t a t i o n Road, 1931. 

894 C o r r . r e d r a i n a g e o f T a l b o t meadow 1964, 1968. 

895 Tenancy agreements 1902, 1913, 1923, 1946. 

896 C o r r . r e t e n a n c y &c. o f Lamport Parm 1931-67. 

897 C o r r . r e d r a i n from cemetery 1931. 

898 C o r r . w i t h E l e c t r i c L i g h t Co. r e compensation & 
easements 1933-39. 

899 C o r r . p l a n s &c. r e new water mains, 1939-40; 
a l s o R i v e r Board D r a i n a g e Scheme 1940-1. 

900 C o r r . r e t i t h e r e d e m p t i o n 1940, 1958. 

901 C o r r . r e War Damage C o n t r i b u t i o n , 1941 

902 L e t t e r r e easement o f d r a i n t o Grammar S c h o o l 195L 



b) Sponne 
TC 

903 Corr. re claim f o r d e p r e c i a t i o n i n land value, 1951. 
904 Corr. r e land t ax redemption, 1951-55. 

905 Corr. re development value of p l o t s , 1955. 

906 Allotments Extension Act 1882. 
907 Allotments Act 1922. 

908 Corr. r e l e t t i n g a l lotments to Allotment 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 1919. 

909 Agreement r e allotment 1942. 

910 Allotment rent book 1937-44 
Allotment rent book 1945-50. 

911 Allotment rent r e c e i p t c o u n t e r f o i l s 1939-68. 

912 L e t t e r r e c o a l s u p p l i e s & permits i n war time 1939. 

913 Coal g i f t book 1940-1943, 1943-1948. 

914 Coal t i c k e t s 1943, I960. 
915 Coal t i c k e t c o u n t e r f o i l books, 1943-1960. 

916 L i s t s of c o a l g i f t s 1951-62 (incomplete) 
917 Lesser C h a r i t i e s c o a l t i c k e t c o u n t e r f o i l books, 1962. 

918 Investments - c o r r . r e 1934-52. 

919 Bank deposit account book 1956-63, 1967-69. 

920 Bank books 1932-47 (2) 



H B i c k e r s t a f f e C h a r i t y . 

TC 

921 R e g i s t e r o f Alms p e r s o n s c.1900-30 ( l k o n l y ) 

922 R e g i s t e r o f a p p l i c a t i o n s 1901-10. 

923 N o t i c e s o f ( b l a n k s ) 

92h A p p l i c a t i o n forms f o r appointment as a l m s p e r s o n 
(& b l a n k s ) 1905. 

925 A p p l i c a t i o n s by l e t t e r &c. 194-1-60. 

926 L e t t e r r e g i f t t o al m s p e o p l e 1958. 

927 Pa p e r s r e q u i t r e n t p a y a b l e f o r almshouses 1909-58. 

928 Papers r e almshouses, r e p a i r s , l a c k o f money 
t o r e p a i r & c , 1941-67. 


929 Pa p e r s r e r a t i n g o f almshouses 1942-57, a l s o 

income t a x 1931. 

930 I n s u r a n c e P o l i c y on Almshouses & Farm b u i l d i n g s 1929. 

931 Rent account book 1941-45. 

932 Bank, r e n t a c c o u n t , 1941-2, 1946-7. 

933 N u f f i e l d F o u n d a t i o n Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 1945. 

934 N a t i o n a l C o r p o r a t i o n f o r c a r e of O l d P e o p l e i n q u i r y 1948. 

935 C o r r . w i t h N a t i o n a l A s s c . o f Almshouses 1956-67. 

936 F a r t h i n g s t o n e l a n d : l e a s e 1904 & c o r r . &c. 1906-66. 
A l s o L. Tax r e d e m p t i o n 1954. 

937 Bank books 1939-47 (2) 

938 Bank d e p o s i t account book 1967-69. 

939 Pa p e r s r e i n v e s t m e n t s 1951-9. 
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85k M i n u t e book 1933-1953 


855 T r u s t deed 1892 


856 Scheme o f I896 & c o r r . 


857 Order v a r y i n g scheme 1918 


858 Scheme v a r y i n g I896 scheme, 1920 & c o r r . 


859 Amended scheme, 1931 & c o r r . 


860 L e t t e r s r e pr o p o s e d amendment, 19kl &c. 

Note: a l l t h e s e c o n c e r n a l m s p e o p l e and almshouses. 


861 Appointments o f T r u s t e e s , of p a r i s h c o u n c i l 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T r u s t e e s , a p p r o v a l s o f appointments 

by C h a r i t y Commissioners under 1896 scheme and 

1906 o r d e r o f C o o p t a t i v e T r u s t e e s , l e t t e r s o f 

r e s i g n a t i o n &c. 1931-60. 

862 C o r r . r e S e c r e t a r y s h i p & bond &c. 1937-8, 19k5­

863 C o r r . r e t h e r e c o r d s o f t h e c h a r i t y 1950-60. 

86k G e n e r a l c o r r . ( v a r i o u s c h a r i t i e s ) I96O-66, 1966-72. 

865 B a l a n c e s h e e t s 1937-61 ( i n c o m p l e t e , some o n l y Sponne, 
some o n l y B.) 

866 Bank st a t e m e n t s 19k7-65­

867 P o s t a g e book 1897-1916. 

868 P a y i n g i n books 19k0-1969 

869 Cheque book c o u n t e r f o i l s 19k2 -68. 

870 Investments c o r r . 1933-5k (& o t h e r l o c a l c h a r i t y ' s 
h o l d i n g s ) 


871 Towcester D i s t r i c t N u r s i n g A s s o c i a t i o n Accounts 

1936/7 & 19k0/kl showing g i f t f r o m S. & B. and 

l e t t e r r e g r a n t i n 1932. 


9k0 U n s o r t e d v o u c h e r s , i n c l u d i n g some o f o t h e r c h a r i t i e s 

& c , c. 1920-70. 




I . H i c k s C h a r i t y 


TC 


941 M i n u t e hook 1853-1913 


942 T r u s t deed 1913 


943 P r o v i s i o n a l v a l u a t i o n s o f l a n d 1912 & house 1914. 
944 C h a r i t y Commissioners Order r e r a i s i n g £50 f o r 

r e p a i r s , 1936. 

945 L e t t e r s r e new t r u s t deeds 1927 & 1944. 
946 L e t t e r r e s e l l i n g t h e p r o p e r t y 1946. 

947 Appointments and r e s i g n a t i o n s o f T r u s t e e s 1900-45 
( i n c l u d i n g i n q u i r y r e same 1904) 

948 Tenancy agreement f o r house 1895-1936 ( a l s o one of 1869) 

949 Tenancy agreement f o r c l o s e 1873, 1925, 1932. 

950 Tenancy o f house c o r r . &c. 1907-53, i n c l u d i n g 
I n s u r a n c e 1886 & a i r c r a f t i n s u r a n c e 1916. 

951 Tenancy of f i e l  d c o r r . 1924 -41. 

952 L e t t e r s r e l a n d t a x 1940. 

953 War damage c o n t r i b u t i o n s 1944. 

954 Account book 1891-1958. 

955 A n n u a l s t a t e m e n t s o f account 1921-47. 
956 Note hook, r e c e i p t s & payments 1935-6 i n notebook 

o f a c c o u n t s o f H.S.Roberts o f Deanshanger 1907-11 
and o t h e r s 1921-29. 

957 Rent r e c e i p t c o u n t e r f o i l book 1945-52. 

958 P a y i n g i n books 1929-46 (2) 

959 Bank books 1907-47 (2) 

960 Bank books d e p o s i t a c c o u n t 1925-27,

961 Check book s t u b s 1919-48. 

962 L e t t e r s r e bank i n t e r e s t 1925. 

 1932-45, 1951-59. 


963 L e t t e r s &c. r e i n v e s t m e n t s 1886-1945. 

964 I T forms 1931, 1938, 1940. 
965 R e q u e s t s from v i c a r f o r g r a n t s f o r v a r i o u s p u rposes 

1897-1938. 

966 Vouchers 1921-45. 



J . M i s c e l l a n e o u s . 


a) S a m a r i t a n Committee 

TC T h i s was a committee o f the Towcester N u r s i n g 
A s s o c i a t i o n formed i n 1897. 

967 Minute book, 1897-1916. 

968 Minute book, 1917-1950. 

969 L e t t e r r e g r a n t 1932. 

970 Statements o f account 1924-51 ( i n c o m p l e t e ) 

971 Account book 1915-43 ( i unused) 
972 Account book 1944-51. 

973 Account book, monthly m i l k payments t o named 
i n d i v i d u a l s , 1940-51. 

974 8 m i l k books 1921-51, v a r i o u s s u p p l i e r s . 

975 G r o c e r ' s book 1898-1952. 

976 Chemist's book 1923-41. 
977 Bank book 1904-40. 

978 Bank book 1940-47. 

979 Bank s t a t e m e n t s 1947-50. 

980 Cheque books 1931-51 (6) 

b) Red C r o s s S o c i e t y . Towcester B r a n c h . 


981 Accounts and vo u c h e r s 1959-64 



c) M i s c e l l a n e a . 


TC 


982 Note o f e a r l y Towcester document f o r s a l e . 


983 Photo and l e t t e r r e To?/cester Churchwardens 
C h e s t , 1935. 

98h Towcester Church employers l i a b i l i t y i n s u r a n c e 
p o l i c y f o r s e x t o n r e n e w a l n o t i c e , 1933. 

985 War M e m o r i a l U n v e i l i n g Ceremony s e r v i c e 
programme 1920. 

986 Papers r e a War M e m o r i a l T a b l e t i n Church, 1946-48. 

987 To?;cester H o s p i t a l week p a p e r s , 1945. 

988 Towcester War S a v i n g s Committee, H o s p i t a l A p p e a l , 
minutes 1945-48, a l s o p a p e r s o f Towcester L o c a l 
S a v i n g s Committee 1945. L e t t e r r e engaging 
N o r t h a n t s R e g i m e n t a l Band. L e t t e r o f t h a n k s f r o m 
R . A . P . S t a t i o n , S i l v e r s t o n e . L e t t e r from t h e 
* H e g i o n a i r e s ' . 

989 L e t t e r , S a l t e r B r o s . O x f o r d r e terms f o r t r i p s on 
Thames, 1946. 

990 N o t i c e from N o r t h a n t s County C r i c k e t S u p p o r t e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , I968. 

991 Towcester S t u d i o Band bank statements 1967. 

992 2 law s t u d e n t ' s notebooks and 
P a p e r s r e law s t u d e n t ' s c o u r s e s and exams 1944-57. 

993 2 p i a n o p l a y i n g c e r t i f i c a t e s 1949-50. 

994 Sundry p r i v a t e b i l l s . 

995 R e c i p e f o r ' f e e d i n g ' a p l a n t . 


