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A c c e s s i o n 1978/84 


I n 1909 Mr. A.E. E l k i n g t o n began The Desborough Shoe Co. L t d . 

i n Queen S t r e e t , m a n u f a c t u r i n g men's l e a t h e r shoes sewn by machine, 

u s i n g t h e r i v e t t e d , screwed and s t i t c h e d method o f c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Workers m a n u f a c t u r e d the shoes b o t h i n t h e f a c t o r y and i n t h e i r 

homes. A few C l o s i n g o u t w o r k e r s a r e employed even t o d a y i n the 

Company. 


D u r i n g t h e 1920's, A.E. E l k i n g t o n ' s b r o t h e r , Mir. W a l t e r 

E l k i n g t o n , worked h i s way up from t h e p o s i t i o n o f C l i c k i n g Room 

foreman t o become Managing D i r e c t o r o f t h e Company and d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d a n o t h e r member of the f a m i l y , M i s s I v y E l k i n g t o n , was t h e 

Company 1s C h i e f C a s h i e r . 


I n 1957 Mr. John E l k i n g t o n , t h e son o f W a l t e r E l k i n g t o n , 

became Managing D i r e c t o r . The Company had been making army b o o t s 

t h r o u g h o u t the two World Wars and the method o f w e l t i n g had changed 

t o s t a p l e and cement w e l t i n g . Cement w e l t i n g was abandoned about 

1970 and t o d a y t h e Company manufactures o n l y men's l e a t h e r and 

l e a t h e r s o l e d Goodyear w e l t e d shoes, named a f t e r Mr. Goodyear the 

i n v e n t o r o f t h i s method of w e l t i n g . The f a c t o r y r emains i n the 

o r i g i n a l p r e m i s e s , a l t h o u g h a new o f f i c e b l o c k has been added. 


Mr. J . D r a p e r has been t h e Managing D i r e c t o r o f t h e Company 

s i n c e J a n u a r y , 1978. 
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The Desborough Shoe Co. L t d . 


1.	 S t o c k t a k i n g Book: 

This book shows the q u a n t i t y and value 

of stock i n each f a c t o r y department. 


2.	 S t o c k t a k i n g Book: 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 


3.	 S t o c k t a k i n g Book: 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 


4.	 S t o c k t a k i n g Book: 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 


5.	 S t o c k t a k i n g Book: 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 


6.	 Wages Book: 

This book shows the wages paid weekly i n 

each f a c t o r y department, wi t h the name of 

employee and the amount of wages p a i d , l e s s 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 


7.	 Wages Book: 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 


June	 1920-July 1927 


June 1928-June 1934 


June 1935-June 1940 


June 1946-June 1952 


June 1953-Jnne 1956 


J u l y 1912-June 1913 


J u l y	 1920-Oct 1921 


February, 1978. 



