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Records o f H a r r i e t t and Spans ( N o r t h a n t s ) L t d . 


E l e c t r i c a l E n g i n e e r s and C o n t r a c t o r s , o f 


12, Market S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/42 


The f i r m o f B a r n e t t and Soans L t d . began i n 1903, a t B u r t o n ­
o n - T r e n t . When t h e company worked on a c o n t r a c t i n 1905, f o r 

e l e c t r i c a l l y w i r i n g t h e l i b r a r y and museum a t K e t t e r i n g , Mr. R.C. 

Soans, s u p e r v i s i n g t h e c o n t r a c t , d e c i d e d t o form a b r a n c h o f the 

company i n K e t t e r i n g , a t 12, Market S t r e e t . 


A b r a n c h was a l s o opened, about 1912, a t 54a, P a r k Road, 

W e l l i n g b o r o u g h and one a t Market Harborough about 1920. 


I n the e a r l y y e a r s o f t h i s c e n t u r y , most o f t h e c o n t r a c t s 

u n d e r t a k e n by B a r n e t t and Soans were f o r w i r i n g new and e x i s t i n g 

houses and p u b l i c houses i n towns, f o r example i n 1904, B a r n e t t 

and Soans were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the new e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g i n S t . 

Andrew 1 s c h u r c h , K e t t e r i n g - the t o t a l c o s t b e i n g £120. 


By the 1920's, g e n e r a t i n g p l a n t s and b a t t e r i e s were b e i n g 

i n s t a l l e d i n c o u n t r y houses and e l e c t r i c power was r e p l a c i n g 

steam e n g i n e s i n f a c t o r i e s . 


Throughout the 1930's, t h e m a j o r i t y o f the company's work 

was f o r l a r g e i n d u s t r i a l c o n c e r n s , f o r example the com p l e t e 

e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n o f t h r e e cement works, t h e o r i g i n a l s t e e l works 

and o f f i c e s of S t e w a r t and L l o y d s , Corby and s e v e r a l b oot and 

shoe f a c t o r i e s . D u r i n g World War I I , the f i r m worked on Government 

c o n t r a c t s , i n c l u d i n g army b a r r a c k s , a i r f i e l d s and ordnance d e p o t s . 


S i n c e the war, B a r n e t t and Soans have worked upon s e v e r a l 

i m p o r t a n t c o u n t r y h o u s e s , such as Deene Park and D r a y t o n House, 

many ch u r c h e s and i n d u s t r i a l c o n c e r n s , such as t h e Golden Wonder 

c r i s p f a c t o r y i n Corby and B a x t e r s the B u t c h e r s complex a t 

Wootton. Most o f t h e c o n t r a c t s u n d e r t a k e n a r e done l o c a l l y , 

however, a c o n t r a c t f u r t h e r a f i e l d i s always b e i n g worked upon 

a t any one t i m e . 


Today, t h e K e t t e r i n g b r a n c h o f B a r n e t t and Soans a l s o has 

a r e t a i l l i g h t i n g shop. The company was r e - o r g a n i s e d by Mr. J . 

Soans i n August 1977, when he purchased t h e K e t t e r i n g b r a n c h o f 

B a r n e t t and Soans t o f o r m h i s own company, B a r n e t t and Soans 

( N o r t h a n t s ) L t d . 
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B a r n e t t and Soans ( N o r t h a n t s ) L t d . 


1 Customers Accounts L e d g e r : 
A-C 
G i v e s names and a d d r e s s e s of a l  l customers, 
w i t h amounts p a i d f o r work or goods. F r o n t 
i n d e x . 

1 9 4 0 - 1 9 7 4 

2 Customers A c c o u n t s Ledger: 
D-K 
G i v e s names and a d d r e s s e s o f a l  l customers 
w i t h amounts p a i d f o r work o r goods. F r o n t 
i n d e x . 

1 9 4 0 - 1 9 7 4 

3 Customers A c c o u n t s Ledger: 
L-Z 
G i v e s names and a d d r e s s e s o f a l  l customers, 
w i t h amounts p a i d f o r work o r goods. I n 
th e case o f work f o r N o r t h a n t s County Coun­
c i  l t h e name o f t h e b u i l d i n g worked upon 
i s g i v e n . F r o n t i n d e x . 

1 9 4 0 - 1 9 7 4 

4 Bundle o f i n v o i c e s , s t a t e m e n t s , r e m i t t a n c e
a d v i c e n o t e s and s u b - c o n t r a c t o r r e c e i p t 
f o rms, c o n c e r n i n g work on Corby Grammar 
S c h o o l ( K i n g s w o o d ) , Oundle S c h o o l A r t B l o c k 
and o t h e r s . 

 1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 8 

5 B r o c h u r e g i v i n g
Soans L t d . 

a h i s t o r y o f B a r n e t t and 1 9 7 7 

J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 8 . 



