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R e c o r d s o f M i x c o n c r e t e Timber L t d . , 


f o r m e r l y Smith's Timber Co. L t d . , 


Timber Me r c h a n t s , o f 


South B r i d g e Road, Northampton. 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/176 


A N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e d i r e c t o r y o f 1823 r e c o r d s Thomas S m i t h , a 

p a i n t e r , g l a z i e r and plumber, w o r k i n g f r o m p r e m i s e s i n B r i d g e 

S t r e e t , Northampton. I n 1830, h i s shop was i n A u g u s t i n e S t r e e t 

and by 1841, i t was i n M a r e f a i r . I n 1847, i t i s r e c o r d e d t h a t 

Thomas Smit h and h i s son were w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r as p a i n t e r s , g l a z i e r s 

and plumbers i n G o l d S t r e e t and S t . P e t e r ' s S t r e e t . 


By t h e l a t e 1850's, Thomas Smith's s o n s , Henry and W i l l i a m , 

had become p a r t n e r s i n t h e b u s i n e s s now known as S m i t h B r o t h e r s , 

a t 28, G o l d S t r e e t . Between them t h e y had many t a l e n t s , f o r t h e y 

a r e r e c o r d e d as u p h o l s t e r e r s , c a b i n e t makers, paper h a n g e r s , house 

d e c o r a t o r s , b u i l d e r s and c o n t r a c t o r s , c a r v e r s , g i l d e r s , p l umbers, 

g l a z i e r s , t i m b e r , l e a d and g l a s s , o i l and c o l o u r m e r c h a n t s . Henry 

S m i t h , now an alderman of the town, l i v e d w i t h h i s w i f e and f o u r 

c h i l d r e n a t t h e b u s i n e s s i n G o l d S t r e e t , w h i l s t h i s b r o t h e r , W i l l i a m , 

l i v e d w i t h h i s w i f e , two sons and two d a u g h t e r s a t 49, C o l l e g e 

S t r e e t . 


I n t h e 1860's, t h e b r o t h e r s a c q u i r e d a d d i t i o n a l p r e m i s e s a t 

S o u t h B r i d g e Wharf, where t h e y e s t a b l i s h e d a t i m b e r b u s i n e s s and 

f r o m t h i s p e r i o d b o t h d i v i s i o n s of S m i t h B r o t h e r s expanded r a p i d l y . 

A d i r e c t o r y o f 1885 r e c o r d s S m i t h B r o t h e r s a s : ­

" I m p o r t e r s o f f o r e i g n t i m b e r , p i t c h p i n e , d e a l s , b a t t e n s , 

f l o o r i n g and p o l e s , e t c . ; merchants i n mahogany, oak and 

w a l n u t , r o o f i n g s l a t e s and t i l e s , c o p i n g s , d r a i n p i p e s , 

chimney t o p s , f i r e b r i c k s and lumps, s t o n e , cements, 

p l a s t e r , l i a s l i m e ; b u i l d e r ' s i r o n m o n g e r y and o t h e r 

m a t e r i a l s , l e a d , g l a s s , o i l , t u r p s , c o l o r s , v a r i n i s h e s , 

b r u s h e s , plumbers, g a s f i t t e r s and b e l l h a n g e r s b r a s s g o o d s . 

O f f i c e s G o l d S t r e e t . 


Steam sawing, p l a n i n g and m o u l d i n g m i l l s , j o i n e r y and 

c a b i n e t works, South B r i d g e Wharf and t h e Dock, S u t t o n 

B r i d g e . " 


W h i l s t a t 28, G o l d S t r e e t , S m i t h B r o t h e r s were a l s o d e a l e r s 

i n c a r p e l s and complete f u r n i s h i n g s , warehouse u p h o l s t e r y , c a b i n e t 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g , c a r v i n g and g i l d i n g , house and e s t a t e agency and 

were t h e p r o p r i e t o r s o f f u r n i t u r e and r e m o v a l vans. 


About 1891, the t i m b e r s i d e o f t h e b u s i n e s s became a L i m i t e d 

Company, Smi t h ' s Timber Co. L t d . , w i t h t h e head o f f i c e a t 10, 

G u i l d h a l l Road and Mr. Moses P h i l i p M a n f i e l d , t h e shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r 
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as one o f i t s d i r e c t o r s . The Company added t h e manufacture o f 

p a c k i n g cases and d e a l t i n f e l t f o r t h e boot and shoe i n d u s t r y 

from t h i s t i m e . B r a n c h e s o f t h e Company were now a t S u t t o n B r i d g e , 

n e a r Wisbech, B e d f o r d and L e i c e s t e r and, by 1898, a l s o a t Cambridge. 


The f u r n i s h i n g s i d e o f t h e b u s i n e s s c o n t i n u e d under t h e name 

o f S m i t h B r o t h e r s a t 28, G o l d S t r e e t , c o m p l e t e l y s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e 

Timber Company. At t h e end o f t h e c e n t u r y , t h e f i r m o f S m i t h 

B r o t h e r s began a new, b u t s h o r t l i v e d v e n t u r e i n t o the e l e c t r i c a l 

f i t t i n g s b u s i n e s s , f o r m i n g a b u s i n e s s - Smit h H. Whitmy and Co., 

f r o m t h e same p r e m i s e s , w i t h b r a n c h e s i n London and P e t e r b o r o u g h . 

However, t h i s had d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e town by 1903. About 1920, 

S m i t h B r o t h e r s (Northampton) L t d . was formed, w i t h a change o f 

name about 1936 t o S m i t h B r o t h e r s ( F u r n i s h e r s and D e c o r a t o r s ) L t d . 

and new pr e m i s e s a t 94, A b i n g t o n S t r e e t and f a c t o r y workshops i n 

B u l l Head Lane. By 1940, t h e i r p r e m i s e s were at 44, Sheep S t r e e t , 

where t h e y remained u n t i l t h e 1960's. 


S m i t h ' s Timber Company L t d . c o n t i n u e d t o p r o s p e r i n t o t h e 

e a r l y 2 0 t h . c e n t u r y , u n t i l s u f f e r i n g a d i s a s t r o u s f i r e i n 1916, 

a f t e r w h i c h i  t was p u r c h a s e d by a M a j o r Hughes who r e b u i l t and r e ­
equipped t h e b u s i n e s s under t h e name o f Smith's Timber Company. 

I t was made a L i m i t e d Company once a g a i n i n 1947. Ma j o r Hughes 

d i e d i n 1958 and i n 1959, t h e Company was s o l d t o Greenoughs, 

b u i l d e r s merchants. The Company became p a r t of the M i x c o n c r e t e 

Group of Companies i n 1976 and was renamed M i x c o n c r e t e Timber L t d . 

Mr. C.D.H. R o b e r t s has been Managing D i r e c t o r of t h e Company s i n c e 

c1968, wh i c h t o d a y s p e c i a l i s e s i n t h e s a l e o f t i m b e r and b o a r d s 

o f a l l t y p e s , wood m o u l d i n g s , s e c t i o n s and manufactured components. 

I t s j o i n e r y works has u n d e r t a k e n many k i n d s of woodwork; examples 

of some o f t h e Company's work can be seen i n t h e County's C o u n c i l 

Chambers and p o l i c e c o u r t r o o m s , i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f c h e m i c a l 

v a t s , c h u r c h pews and even oak organ cases e x p o r t e d t o A f r i c a . 




Z B 480/ 

1 

2 


3 

4 


5 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 


Records of Mixconcrete Timber Ltd. (before 1976 

Smith's Timber Co. Ltd.) of South Bridge Road, 

Northampton 


Accession 1978/176 and 

1984/234 


Account Book 1916-1938 


Records the outpayments of the Company 

paid at the end of each month, giving 

name of payee and the amount. Profit 

and Loss summaries are calculated for 

each year end 


Illustrated Catalogue c.1900 


Of mouldings, skirtings, etc. manufactured 

by Smith's Timber Co. Ltd. 


Xerox Copy of extract from Private Sidings 1869 & 1889 

Agreements 


Between Midland Railway Company and their 

agent, John Sterland Gratton and Henry 

Smith and William Henry Smith. Smith Brothers, 

Timber Merchants of Northampton, concerning 

the removal of railway crossings and sidings 


Chronicle and Echo Nov. 24th 1975 

Containing Trade Feature on Smith's Timber 

Co. Ltd. 


Private Ledger 2 1942-1947 


(pages 1-21 missing; possibly the second 

volume of two as there are no pages for 

balance sheets, profit and loss &c., unless 

these were on the pages missing) 


Purchases journal of accounts no. 5 1951-1958 


(at the end are credit items transferred 

to the grand totals at the end of each year) 
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Purchases journal of accounts no. 6 1958-1962 


(at the end are credit items transferred 

to the grand totals at the end of each 

year) 


Purchases journal of accounts no. 7 1962-1966 


(includes loose note about how to enter 

these accounts) 


Purchases ledger 1947-1957 


Sales ledger (perhaps for made up 1956- 1961 

items only) 


Sales ledger 'Country' 1947-1960 


Sales ledger 'Town' 1947-1960 


Cash Book 1957- 1958 


Cash Book 1958- 1960 


Cash Book 1961-1963 


Petty Cash Book '6' 1953- 1959 


Petty Cash Book '7' 1959-1970 


Bank Account 1954- 1962 


Bank Account 'Bought ledger only' 1960-1964 
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