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H e r b e r t Reed and Son, 


Newsagents, o f 


W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/1514. 


The Reed f a m i l y have been c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e newsagency i n 

K e t t e r i n g f o r many y e a r s . Goodwin Reed and h i s w i f e S a r a h l i v e d 

i n a house i n Tresham S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g . T h e i r c h i l d r e n , o f w h i c h 

t h e y had f i v e b o y s , went t o work i n t h e v a r i o u s shoe f a c t o r i e s and 

Goodwin worked a t home making shoes. They soon r e q u i r e d a l a r g e r 

house and moved t o W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g on Good F r i d a y , 

1913. T h i s house had been a boot and shoe r e p a i r shop and c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y had e v e r y t h i n g t h a t was needed t o b e g i n a b u s i n e s s . Wel­
l i n g t o n S t r e e t was known as K e t t e r i n g 1 s second H i g h S t r e e t and no 

s o o n e r had Mrs. Reed moved i n when she s o l d a bag o f p o t a t o e s , 

w h i c h t h e y had grown on t h e i r a l l o t m e n t , f o r 1/-. So d e l i g h t e d 

was she by t h i s t r i u m p h t h a t she went on t o r e t a i l many v a r i e d 

goods, i n c l u d i n g s w e e t s , h a t p i n s and h a b e r d a s h e r y . A f t e r t h e f i r s t 

W o r l d War t h e y began t o s e l l d a i l y p apers and magazines. They 

s t a r t e d t o s e l l Sunday papers i n t h e town t h e y e a r t h e i r l a s t c h i l d , 

L i l y , was b o r n i n 1908. 


Of t h e s o n s , W a l t e r was t h e e l d e s t , f o l l o w e d by H a r r y , James, 

F r e d and H e r b e r t . F r e d had a c h r o n i c h e a r t c o n d i t i o n and c o u l d 

n o t do normal work, so s t a r t e d t o s e l l E v e n i n g T e l e g r a p h 1 s on t h e 

s t r e e t c o r n e r i n 1903 o r 1904. W a l t e r was i n v a l i d e d out o f t h e 

army due t o a p i e c e o f s h r a p n e l w h i c h had l o d g e d i t s e l f under t h e 

h e a r t . He had t o l i v e a q u i e t l i f e and r e t u r n e d home t o s e l l d a i l y 

p a p e r s and magazines f r o m 1918. A f t e r t h e war had f i n i s h e d , H a r r y 

was d e m o b i l i z e d and came back t o K e t t e r i n g and s t a r t e d t o s e l l Sun­
day p a p e r s t o G e d d i n g t o n . He walked from K e t t e r i n g t o G e d d i n g t o n 

and back each Sunday, d e l i v e r i n g t h e p a p e r s by hand from a homemade 

c a r t . L a t e r Walgrave was a l s o s e r v e d as w e l l . W a l t e r Reed was 

f i t t e r t h a n a t f i r s t pronounced and soon expanded t h e b u s i n e s s by 

a p p l y i n g f o r t h e agency t o s e l l d a i l y "papers f o r w h o l e s a l e s u p p l i e r s . 

He f i r s t l y o b t a i n e d t h e s o l e agency i n K e t t e r i n g f o r t h e D a i l y S k e t c h . 

J . C r o s s (newsagent i n t h e town) became t h e agent f o r t h e D a i l y 

M i r r o r and t h e y each bought t h e o t h e r s p a p e r s . Of t h e o t h e r w e l l 

e s t a b l i s h e d newsagents i n the town, t h e r e were H. S m i t h , L i n n e t t s 

and Goss B r o t h e r s ( A c c e s s i o n No.1978/31). 


The f i r m s o l d a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f papers and p e r i o d i c a l s , 

i n c l u d i n g : 


( s o l e a g e n t ) News o f t h e World (one weeks s u p p l y c o s t £23/7/3) 


( s o l e a g e n t ) D a i l y S k e t c h ) 


D a i l y News ) 1926 


D a i l y E x p r e s s ) 


E v e n i n g S t a n d a r d ) 
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(cont.) 


Westminster Gazette (one weeks supply cost £23/7/3) 
Sunday Worker ) 


Sunday Sportsman ) 1526 
( s o l e agent) Shoe and Leather News ) 

Jockey ) 


Radio Press ) 


Walter Reed had twcrsons, Ha r o l d and George, who both worked 

at Timpsons. Harold began t o h e l p h i s f a t h e r and was the f i r s t 

member of the f a m i l y t o d r i v e when they purchased a Model 'T' Ford 

van f o r d e l i v e r i e s . They a l s o used the buses t o take papers t o 

the o u t l y i n g v i l l a g e s and the t r a i n to take papers to Isham (on 

Sundays!;. During the e a r l y 1930's, Corby began to develop and the 

p o t e n t i a l was soon r e a l i s e d . Harold ( e l d e s t son of Walter) opened 

up a shop i n the High S t r e e t , Corby i n 1938 and began q u i t e soon 

to wholesale t o the other agents. (This shop i s now run by h i s 

w i f e , N e l l i e and son, A l a n Reed.) In 1938, Mr. Herbert Reed j o i n e d 

the f i r m f u l l - t i m e t o h e l p Walter. George (Walter's younger son) 

s t i l  l worked at Timpsons, but helped out i n the shop before and 

a f t e r work. 


During the Second World War, Harold worked at Corby and George 

j o i n e d the R.A.F. Goodwin d i e d i n 1937 and h i s w i f e , Sarah, was 

appointed wholesale agent. Sarah d i e d i n 1947. A f t e r the war, 

George purchased a shop a the top of Regent S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g , which 

had belonged to one of the f i r s t newsagents i n the town. Walter 

s u f f e r e d a s e r i o u s i l l n e s s and the agency was granted i n s t e a d t o 

h i s younger brother, Herbert. T h i s d i d not please Harold and George, 

t h e r e f o r e the business of Reed's became s p l i t . Walter r e t i r e d at 

t h i s time. 


Today the Reed f a m i l y i s w e l l known throughout the town and 

pioneered many advances i n the a v a i l a b i l i t y of news t o the g e n e r a l 

p u b l i c of K e t t e r i n g and the surrounding d i s t r i c t . 


The f o l l o w i n g l i s t w i l l show c l e a r l y and i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

order, each member of the f a m i l y and what they d i d : ­

(over page) 




REED FAMILY "NEWSAGENTS" KETTERING-


Goodwin & Sarah 

Born 1866 1870 

Died 1937 1946 


I I 
Walter Haajry James Fred Laura= K i t = Herbert N e l l i e = L i l y = 

I ] White E l l i s I Brace Marlow I 1888 1890 1892 1894 1897 1899 1902 1908 
Born 1887 
 1962 1947 1909 1958 1975 1971 
Died 1955 


1903/4 Fred s e l l i n g Evening Telegraphs only, as a s t r e e t vendor. 


1908 Appointed agent f o r News of the World i n K e t t e r i n g . Sold f i r s t Sunday papers i n 

K e t t e r i n g . Sold same by a l l o c a t i n g area (2 or 3 s t r e e t s ) t o young boys t o c a l l 

"paper" and s e l l i n the s t r e e t s . 


Good F r i - Moved t o shop 10,-Wellington S t r e e t , s o l d newspapers from shop, hut mostly s o l d by 

day i913 s t r e e t s e l l e r s . Shop s e l l s a l l goods from potatoes, sweets, p i n a f o r e s to h a t - p i n s . 

1914 Walter, Harry and Herbert a l l j o i n the army. 

1918 Walter i s wounded and i n v a l i d e d out of the army. S t a r t s w h o l e s a l i n g t o other shops. 


1919-41 Harry works i n shoe f a c t o r y a l l week. S t a r t s s u p p l y i n g Geddington w i t h Sunday papers. 

Walks four m i l e s t o Geddington, pushing handcart f o r next 22 years. 


1919-37 Walter manages wholesale. Gets s o l e agency f o r Empire News, Sunday Graphic, Sunday 

Times, D a i l y Sketch, S p o r t i n g C h r o n i c l e . Opens up numerous o u t l e t s s e l l i n g hews i n 

K e t t e r i n g and surrounding v i l l a g e s . 


About 1930 James takes over shop i n Thorngate S t r e e t , t o s e l l newspapers. (Shop now demolished.) 


1937 Goodwin d i e s , h i s w i f e Sarah appointed wholesale agent. 


1938 Walter's son, Harold, opens newspaper shop i n High S t r e e t , Corby. S t a r t s t o serve 

Corby area w i t h news. (Now Reed Bros.) 


1938 N e l l i e takes newspaper shop i n Montagu Street,"H.G. Brace ft Son L t d " 

1942 Harry s t a r t s newsagency from h i s house i n S t . P e t e r ' s Avenue. 


-cont.­



(cont.) 


1946 Sarah d i e s . Herbert appointed wholesale agent f o r K e t t e r i n g . 


1946 Harold ( W a l t e r 1 s son) appointed wholesale agent f o r Corhy. Dies i n 1964, h i s w i f e 

then appointed wholesale agent. 


1946 James d i e s . Sons, Les and C y r i l , took over Thorngate S t r e e t shop. 


1947 L i l y takes over shop i n Club S t r e e t . L a t e r moves t o s e l l newspapers i n shop i n Lower 

S t r e e t . (Now Lee's.j 


1948 George (Walter's youngest son) takes over G. Smith newspaper shop i n Regent S t r e e t . 

L a t e r moves t o Rockingham Road. (Now Reed Bros.) 


1963 Doreen ( N e l l i e ' s daughter) takes over Davies newspaper shop i n K i n g Street,"D. & T. 

Bryant'sV(Now Tom's.) 


1965 Ken (Harry's son) takes Harry's business from house tojopen shop i n Wind m i l l Avenue, 

"Reeds". (Now Reedwell.) 


1971 Herbert d i e s . H i s son, C o l i n , appointed wholesale agent. 


1974 C o l i n r e l i n q u i s h e s wholesale to S u r r i d g e Dawson L t d . R e t a i n s r e t a i l s i d e of business. 


A p r i l , 1978. 
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S e c t i o n A 


1 Cash Book/Ledger: 

Page 1-2 of Cash Book belonging t o Mrs. E l l i s

o f Tywell Bakehouse up to 1927. This shows on

l e f t - h a n d page dates; i n v o i c e s ; amounts; c r e d i t 

dates and amounts. On right-hand page cash, 

w i t h dates and amount and column f o r stock i n 

hand. 

Page 25 onwards, Ledger: indexed showing a

separate page f o r each account belonging t o 

p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l or f i r m w i t h date and amount. 

The e n t r i e s are g e n e r a l l y weekly. 


2-5 S a l e s Ledger: indexed showing separate page

f o r each i n d i v i d u a l i n c l u d i n g s a l e s of news­
papers and p e r i o d i c a l s . 


(3) As above.


(4) As above.


(5) As above.


6-8 Purchase Ledger: indexed showing separate page

f o r each f i r m w i t h dates; goods; payment by 

cheque, e t c ; d i s c o u n t ; date when cheque was paid 

and amount. 


(7) As above.


(8) As above.


9-12 Bank Pass Books: showing dates, d e b i t s (cash, 

cheques, etc.) and amount on l e f t - h a n d page w i t h 

date, c r e d i t s ( w i t h person or f i r m to whom money 

was paid) and amount. Each page i s t o t a l l e d at 


-cont.­

 1st. Oct 1927­
 29th. Sept 1928 


 1944-1950 


 Feb 1950-Oct 1955 


 Oct 1953-Jan 1960 

 Oct 1958-Feb 1964 


 Feb 1964-Feb 1968 


 1947-1950 


 1951-1955 


 1955-1960 




1
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S e c t i o n A (cont.) 


9-12 the bottom w i t h a grand t o t a l at the end of 
;ont.)each year. 

(9) Mrs. Sarah Reed of 10, W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t , 

& K e t t e r i n g i n account w i t h the Northamp­

(10) t o n s h i r e Union Bank L t d . , K e t t e r i n g . 


(11) Mrs. Sarah Reed of 10, Well i n g t o n S t r e e t , 

& K e t t e r i n g i n account w i t h the N a t i o n a l 


(12) P r o v i n c i a l Bank L t d . , K e t t e r i n g branch. 


3-18	 Account Book: double paged showing date, cash 
i n hand and at bank payments o u t / i n w i t h t o t a l s . 


(14)	 As above. 


(1 5)	 As above. 


(16)	 As above. 


(17)	 As above. 


(18)	 As above. 


S e c t i o n B 


 Papers r e g a r d i n g N o t i c e of Bankruptcy procee­
dings at the Northampton County Court i n r e l a ­
t i o n to John Murdoch of 47, J u d i t h Road, 

K e t t e r i n g and c a r r y i n g on business at 7,Grange 

P l a c e , K e t t e r i n g and at 79 and 81, Berrymoor 

Road, Wellingborough as a newsagent, tobacco­
n i s t and ironmonger. 


( i )	 Summary of Statement and O f f i c i a l R e c e i ­
v e r ' s "Observations". 


( i i )	 L e t t e r from C a t t e l l and Chater, Accountants

of Bank Chambers, High S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g t o 

Herbert Reed & Son, 10, W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t , 

K e t t e r i n g r e g a r d i n g c r e d i t o r s of John Mur­
doch. Note i n ink on l e t t e r showing amount 

o u t s t a n d i n g and f o r which goods w i t h t h e i r 

dates. 


18th. Aug 1915­
27th. Oct 1916 

27th. J u l y 1919­
19th. Nov 1920 

17th. Nov 1927­
20th. J u l y 1929 

28th. Oct 1935­
3rd.	 Dec 1938 


Feb	 1948-July 1953 


J u l y	 1953-March1957 


March 1957-Nov 1960; 


Nov 1960-June 1964 


J u l y	 1964-Feb 1968 


Feb 1968-Oct 1971 


 23rd. Jan 1957 


 15th. Feb 1957 
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S e c t i o n B (cont.) 


1 ( i i i ) L e t t e r from " N a t i o n a l A d v e r t i s e r " r e g a r d i n g 8th. Feb 1957 

(cont.) p u b l i c i t y campaign on the back of which i s 


a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the amount owed by John 

Murdoch. 


( i v )	 E x t r a c t from the Northamptonshire Evening Tuesday, 

Telegraph r e : "Trader 1 s s t o r y of £4,450 5th. Feb 1957 

l i a b i l i t i e s on f i v e shops" - s t o r y about Mr. 

John Murdoch of K e t t e r i n g . 


2 Invoices from ( i ) V.H. Smith & Son L t d . ,	 1959 


Northampton (5) 


( i i )	 w i t h Statement 1959 


( i i i ) East Midland E l e c t r i c i t y Board 5th. J u l y 1966 


( i v )	 Reynolds News Eeb? 


5 Copy of l e t t e r t o Mr. Stewart of P y t c h l e y r e - 20th. Sept 1961 

garding accounts forwarded to him from Herbert 

Reed & Son. 


v 

4 No t i c e i n t r o d u c i n g the new Shoe & Leather News Not dated 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g the Shoe & Leather Record. 


A p r i l , 1978. 



