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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 


Records of 


The P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . , 


G l o u c e s t e r P l a c e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/102 


The P a l a c e Company was formed as a cinema and t h e a t r e company 

i n 1910, by two b r o t h e r s , Mr. C.H. Brown and Mr. G.W. Brown, b u i l 
d e r s o f W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , w i t h Mr. W.F.J. H e w i t t , who was t h e manager 

o f t h e company. The K i n g ' s P a l a c e , i n Church S t r e e t , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , 

opened on F e b r u a r y 7 t h . , 1910, showing e l e c t r i c p i c t u r e s and v a r i e t y 

a c t s , s u c h as "Oto" t h e educated pugdog and "Kyoto" t h e Japanese 

c o n t o r t i o n i s t , c o n j u r o r and j u g g l e r . 


I n 1911, t h e P a l a c e Company opened th e P a l a c e T h e a t r e i n Rush
den H i g h S t r e e t and, i n 1914, the E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e was a l s o opened 

on t h e Market S q u a r e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 


I n August, 1924, the t h r e e men formed a new p r i v a t e company, 

known as t h e P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . , c o n s i s t i n g of 

t h e P a l a c e T h e a t r e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , w i t h l o c k - u p shops and o f f i c e s 

i n G l o u c e s t e r P l a c e , Park Road and Church S t r e e t , t h e E l e c t r i c 

T h e a t r e a t Market Square, W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , t h e P a l a c e T h e a t r e i n H i g h 

S t r e e t , Rushden and l a n d i n C o l l e g e S t r e e t and A l f r e d S t r e e d , Rush
den, l a t e r used t o b u i l d t h e R i t z Cinema. Mr. G.W. Brown, Mr. C.H. 

Brown and Mr. W.F.J. H e w i t t became the d i r e c t o r s o f t h e company and 

by 1928, Mr. L e o n a r d H e w i t t had become j o i n t manager o f t h e P a l a c e 

Company w i t h Mr. W.F.J. H e w i t t . 


I n t h e e a r l y 1930's, t h e P a l a c e Company underwent changes. 

The E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e was renamed the R e g a l Cinema, t h e O l d K i n g ' s 

P a l a c e became Roper's Garage and the new P a l a c e T h e a t r e opened i n 

G l o u c e s t e r P l a c e . Of t h e s e t h e a t r e s o n l y t h e P a l a c e T h e a t r e i n 

G l o u c e s t e r P l a c e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h and t h e R i t z Cinema i n C o l l e g e 

S t r e e t , Rushden r e m a i n t o d a y . 
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The P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . 


(A) The P a l a c e T h e a t r e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h 


1 T h e a t r e T a k i n g s Cash Book: Feb 1911-Aug 1912 

Shows the amount of t a k i n g s f o r each day's 

performances and t h e amount p a i d i n t o the 

bank. 


2 T h e a t r e ' s Weekly Expenses Book: Oct 1915-Oct 1919 

The t h e a t r e expenses a r e d i v i d e d i n t o 

c a t e g o r i e s : -

S t a f f - t h e i r names and wages 

O r c h e s t r a - t h e i r names and wages 

Stage - the Stage Manager, h i s wages and 


s t a g e account 

P e t t y Cash 

V a r i e t y A c t s - t h e i r names and amount p a i d 


t o them 

Drama - names of any p l a y s t h a t week, 


& w i t h t h e p e r c e n t a g e s h a r e o f the 

Revues t a k i n g s r e c e i v e d by t h e Rushden and 


W e l l i n g b o r o u g h P a l a c e T h e a t r e s 

Other Items - c h o c o l a t e , b i l l i n g , e t c . 

Does not i n c l u d e expenses f o r f i l m s . 


3 T h e a t r e ' s Weekly Expenses Book: A p r i l 1924-Aug 1929 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 

W i t h p e n c i l l e d i n t o t a l expenses o f 

W e l l i n g b o r o u g h P a l a c e , Rushden P a l a c e and 

The E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 

Does not i n c l u d e expenses f o r f i l m s . 


4 M o n t h l y Account Book: Feb 1910-Oct 1913 

T o t a l r e c e i p t s a r e r e c o r d e d on t h e l e f t 

and expenses on t h e r i g h t are r e c o r d e d 

s e p a r a t e l y . From March 1912 t h e r e c e i p t s 

are d i v i d e d between t h o s e f r o m t h e W e l l i n g 
borough P a l a c e and t h o s e from The E l e c t r i c 

T h e a t r e . 

Expenses i n c l u d e t h o s e f o r f i l m s . 


5 M o n t h l y Account Book: Oct 1913-Dec 1916 

D e s c r i p t i o n as above. 

R e c e i p t s d i v i d e d between t h o s e from t h e 

P a l a c e and t h o s e from The E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e . 


6 Y e a r l y Accounts Book: March 1911-March 1915 

T o t a l r e c e i p t s r e c o r d e d on t h e l e f t w i t h 

t a k i n g s from t h e P a l a c e , E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e 

and K i n g s H a l l and o t h e r r e c e i p t s . 

T o t a l expenses r e c o r d e d s e p a r a t e l y on the 

r i g h t . 
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The Palace Company (Wellingborough) L t d . 


(cont.) 


(B) The E l e c t r i c Theatre, Wellingborough 


1 Weekly Account Book: A p r i l 1913-Oct 1914 

T o t a l r e c e i p t s f o r each week recorded on 

the l e f t and expenses recorded s e p a r a t e l y 

on the r i g h t . 

At the back are weekly accounts of other 

t h e a t r e companies:-

Nov 2nd-7th,19H - K e t t e r i n g Coliseum Stock 


Co. 

Nov 23rd-28th,1914 - Picturedrome, H i t c h i n 

Nov 30th-Dec 5th,1914 - K e t t e r i n g Coliseum 

Dec 7th-12th,1914 - Theatre R o y a l , G u i l d f o r d 

Dec Hth-19th,1914 - Palace, Derby 


(C) The Palace Theatre. Rushden 


1 Theatre's Weekly Expenses Book: March 1913-Aug 1915 

The t h e a t r e * s expenses are d i v i d e d i n t o 

c a t e g o r i e s : -

S t a f f - t h e i r names and wages 

Attendants - t h e i r names and wages 

Band - t h e i r names and wages 

P e t t y Cash 

H a l l Cleaner & B i l l i n g 

A r t i s t e s - the names of the acts and the 


t o t a l amount pai d to them w i t h 

the name of the play ( i f any) 

i n which they took p a r t . 


This i n c l u d e s names of any f i l m s shown. 


2 Weekly Account Book: Sept 1910-Dec 1912 

T o t a l r e c e i p t s recorded on the r i g h t f o r 

each week. 

T o t a l expenses recorded separately on the 

l e f t . 

A d v e r t i s i n g accounts recorded at the back, 

i . e . those f i r m s paying f o r advertisements 

on the f i r e c u r t a i n , i n the c o r r i d o r s and 

i n the programme. 


3 Monthly Account Book: A p r i l 1914-April 1919 

T o t a l r e c e i p t s f o r each week recorded on 

the l e f t . 

Expenses recorded s e p a r a t e l y on the r i g h t . 

From J u l y 1918 weekly sheets of r e c e i p t s 

f o r each performance i n c l u d e d . 
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The Palace Company (V/ellingborough) L t d . 


(cont.) 


(D)	 The P a l a c e Company 


1 Weekly Account Book: June 1913-Feb 1918 
T o t a l r e c e i p t s f o r the whole company 
r e c o r d e d on the l e f t . 
T o t a l payments out f o r each t h e a t r e on t h e 
r i g h t , p l u s m i s c e l l a n e o u s out-payments. 

2 Book o f . F i l m B o o k i n g s : Aug 1917-Feb 1922 

Shows the names o f f i l m s and t h e d a t e s t h e y 

were shown i n The P a l a c e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , 

The P a l a c e , Rushden and The E l e c t r i c T h e a t r e . 


3 T h e a t r e T a k i n g s Book: Sept 1924-Feb 1931 

G i v e s t h e name o f the p r o d u c t i o n ( f i l m , 

p l a y , o p e r a or pantomime) and i n w h i c h 

t h e a t r e i  t took p l a c e , t h e name o f t h e 

company g i v i n g t h e p r o d u c t i o n o r h i r i n g 

out the f i l m , t h e d a t e s o f the p r o d u c t i o n , 

t h e t a k i n g s f o r each performance and t h e 

s h a r e o f t h e s e t a k e n by The P a l a c e Company 

l e s s m i s c e l l a n e o u s expenses. 


4 L i s t s o f f i l m s o f f e r e d f o r h i r e t o The 1920-21 

P a l a c e Company by v a r i o u s N a t i o n a l F i l m 

Companies. 

L i s t s have been annotated by Mr. W.F.J. H e w i t t . 


5 L i s t o f s e a t p r i c e s a t The R e g a l , y e l l i n g - c.1940 
borough. 

6	 Two photographs of W.F.J. H e w i t t . 


) Correspondence 


1 	 H. V/heatley, Manchester t o L . J . Hewitt - Oct 1942 

request f o r secondhand cinema seats and 

r e p l y . 


2 	 Mrs. B. Matthews of Communist P a r t y of Nov 1942 

Great B r i t a i n t o Manager of The R i t z Cinema, 

Rushden - request f o r use of the cinema to 

h o l d a p u b l i c meeting and r e p l y . 


3 	 Pathe P i c t u r e s L t d . to L.W. Hewitt r e : Feb 1943 

reducing the cinema's share of the t a k i n g s 

from "The Suspected Person". 
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The P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . 


( c o n t . ) 


(E) Correspondence ( c o n t . ) 


4 R.K.O. R a d i o P i c t u r e s L t d . t o L.W. H e w i t t Feb 1942 

r e : b o o k i n g o f "The Gay F a l c o n " a t Rushden 

P a l a c e and r e p l y . 


5 L.W. H e w i t t t o Dyson B r o s . L t d . r e : s e n d i n g S e p t , Oct & Nov, 1942 

o f wrong r o l l t i c k e t s . 


6 L.W. H e w i t t t o M e s s r s . K a l e e L t d . r e :

a d a p t o r gear f o r R e g a l . 


7 H.C. Banks, County E d u c a t i o n O f f i c e r t o

Manager o f P a l a c e T h e a t r e r e : r e f e r e n c e f o r 

R o b e r t B i r k b y ( t h e n s t a g e manager and c a r e 
t a k e r a t T h e a t r e ) f o r p o s t as c a r e t a k e r of 

V i c t o r i a C o u n c i l S c h o o l s and r e p l y . 


8 L.W. H e w i t t t o Younger P u b l i c i t y S e r v i c e L t d .

r e : worn a d v e r t i s i n g f i l m . 


9 H e n r i o n Carbons L t d . t o W.F.J. H e w i t t r e :

r e t u r n of s u b s t a n d a r d carbons and r e p l y . 


10 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o A.S. Campbell r e : s e n d i n g

him l e t t e r c o n c e r n i n g p a t r o n ' s t e a r i n g of 

coat on p r o t r u d i n g s e a t screw. 


11 "Blue P e n c i l s " , A.A. B r i g a d e C o n c e r t P a r t y ,

Knowle,Warwicks. t o W.F.J. H e w i t t - w i t h d e s 
c r i p t i o n o f t h e i r show and r e q u e s t f o r c o n c e r t 

a t P a l a c e , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h and r e p l y . 


12 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o M i n i s t r y o f Labour 
r e q u e s t t o keep c a s h i e r Mrs. E.G. C u r t i s 

i n h i s employ. 


13 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o A. B a r k e r g i v i n g him h i s

n o t i c e and A. B a r k e r ' s wages r e c e i p t . 


14 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o C h a r l e s Hutson g i v i n g him

h i s n o t i c e . 


15 S. P r e s b u r y & Co. L t d . t o W.F. H e w i t t 
r e q u e s t t o e x h i b i t t r a i l e r f i l m a d v e r t i s i n g 

t h e U n i t e d F r i e n d l y I n s u r a n c e Co. and r e p l y . 


16 Paramount F i l m S e r v i c e s L t d . t o L.W. H e w i t t

r e : m e e t i n g t o d i s c u s s f i l m " H o p p i t y Goes 

To Town" and r e p l y . 


 Oct 1940 


 Nov 1940 


 Dec 1940 


 J a n 1941 


 Feb 1941 


 Nov 1941 


 Dec 1941 


 Dec 1941 


 J u l y 1941 


 Sept 1942 


 Feb 1942 
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The P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . 

( c o n t . ) 

(E) Correspondence ( c o n t . ) 

17 B r i t i s h L i o n F i l m S e r v i c e s L t d . t o L.W. Feb 1942 
H e w i t t r e : b o o k i n g "Meet t h e S t a r s 5 & 6" 
and r e p l y . 

18 G e n e r a l F i l m D i s t r i b u t o r s L t d . t o W.F.J. Feb 1942 
H e w i t t r e : b o o k i n g o f "Appointment f o r Love" 
and r e p l y . 

19 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o O f f i c e r Commanding B Com-
pany r e : l e n d i n g l a n d a t j u n c t i o n of Par k 
Road and Alma S t r e e t f o r Home Guard gun 
s i t e . 

 A p r i l 1942 

2  0 U n i f o r m C l o t h i n g and Equipment Co. t o L.
H e w i t t r e : o r d e r f o r new u n i f o r m and r e p l y . 

 Aug 1940 

21 P u b l i c i t y F i l m s L t d . t o W.F.J. H e w i t t r e :
new type o f a d v e r t i s i n g f i l m and r e p l y . 

 J u l y 1940 

22 W. Aubrey, B l a c k p o o l t o P a l a c e Co. r e q u e s t i n g
p o s i t i o n as Company Manager and r e p l y . 

 Nov 1941 

2  3 F i l m T r a n s p o r t Co. L t d . t o Mr. Brown r e :
t h e i r h a v i n g d i f f i c u l t y i n m a i n t a i n i n g 
d e l i v e r i e s i n t h e Northampton a r e a and r e p l y . 

 Sept 1940 

24 E. Brown t o Paramount F i l m S e r v i c e L t d .
e n c l o s i n g copy of above l e t t e r . 

 Sept 1940 

25 K i n e m a t o g r a p h R e n t e r s S o c i e t y L t d . t o
S e c r e t a r y o f P a l a c e Co. r e : v i s i t of 
i n s p e c t o r who found an i r r e g u l a r i t y a t the 
cinema and r e p l y . 

 Aug 1939 

26 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o Paramount F i l m S e r v i c e L t d . Jan 1942 
r e : s u p p l y i n g o f s h o r t f i l m s . 

27 N a t i o n a l S a v i n g s Movement t o W.F.J. H e w i t t
r e : t h e i r e r e c t i o n of a p l a t f o r m f o r War-
s h i p s Week o u t s i d e The R e g a l Cinema and r e p l y . 

 J a n 1942 

28 Guy's H o s p i t a l t o W.F.J. H e w i t t r e q u e s t i n g
showing o f an a p p e a l f i l m and r e p l y . 

 Dec 1941 

29 Leon Underwood, Richmond T h e a t r e t o W.F.J.
H e w i t t r e q u e s t i n g use o f P a l a c e f o r p l a y 
" L i l a c Time" and r e p l y . 

 Nov 1941 
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The P a l a c e Company ( W e l l i n g b o r o u g h ) L t d . 


( c o n t . ) 


(E) Correspondence ( c o n t . ) 


30 Empire F i l m P r o d u c t i o n s L t d . t o W.F.J. H e w i t t 

r e q u e s t t o show a d v e r t i s i n g f i l m "Meet Mrs. 

B r i t o n " and r e p l y . 


31 Beck and Windibank L t d . t o P a l a c e Co. r e : 

s u p p l y i n g r u b b e r b u f f e r and r e p l y . 


32 George Pal m e r , Cinema S p e c i a l i s t t o Mr. H e w i t t 

r e : s e n d i n g of s l i d e l a n t e r n and r e p l y . 


33 Claude Spencer, cinema r e p . o f t h e S h a f t e s b u r y 

Homes and A r e t h u s a T r a i n i n g S h i p t o W. H e w i t t 

w i t h a p p e a l t o show f i l m and r e p l y . 


34 The A t l a s S p r i n k l e r Co. r e : s p r i n k l i n g system 

f o r R e g a l and r e p l y . 


35 C e n t r a l E l e c t r i c Co. t o The P a l a c e Co. r e : 

c l a i m s f o r lamps p u r c h a s e d by t h e Company. 


36 C i r c u l a r from M i n i s t r y o f F u e l and Power r e : 

appointment o f f u e l w a tcher on the s t a f f . 


37 E l d o r a d o I c e Cream Co. L t d . t o The P a l a c e Co. 

r e : overdue a c c o u n t . 


38 S o v e r e i g n E x c l u s i v e s t o L. H e w i t t r e : o f f e r 

o f two f i l m s . 


39 G e n e r a l F i l m D i s t r i b u t o r s L t d . t o P a l a c e Co. 

r e : s e n d i n g f i l m "Broadway". 


40 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o Cinematograph E x h i b i t o r s 

A s s o c i a t i o n r e : s e n d i n g o f M.0.1. f i l m s . 


41 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o S t r o n g E l e c t r i c D i s t r i b u t o r s 

L t d . r e : s e n d i n g two m i r r o r s f o r S t r o n g A r c s 

t o The R i t z . 


42 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o B u r t o n A l l t o n L t d . r e : soap 

p e r m i t s (2) 


43 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o N a t i o n a l S c r e e n S e r v i c e s L t d . 

r e : s e n d i n g t r a i l e r f o r "Tom Brown's S c h o o l 

days". 


44 W.F.J. H e w i t t t o Younger P u b l i c i t y S e r v i c e 

L t d . r e : cheque. 


j 

Oct 1942 


Dec 1942 


Dec 1940 


Oct 1940 


Aug 1942 


Jan 1938 


Aug 1940 


June 1943 


Jan 1943 


Jan 1943 


Oct 1942 


Nov 1942 


June 1942 


Dec 1941 
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The Palace Company (Wellingborough) L t d . 

(cont.) 


(E) Correspondence (cont.) 


45 W.F.J. Hewitt to Mr. Turland, Ranelagh Road,

V/ellingborough r e : c e s s a t i o n of h i s f r e e 

e n t r y t o the Regal. 


46-55 V/.F.J. Hewitt to N a t i o n a l Screen S e r v i c e L t d .

o r d e r i n g f i l m t r a i l e r s .


(F) 


1 Xerox copy of poster b i l  l a d v e r t i s i n g the

opening n i g h t of The King's Palace, Church 

S t r e e t , V/ellingborough. 


2 Xerox copy of a r t i c l e from the Kinematograph

Weekly about the formation of The Palace 

Company (V/ellingborough) L t d . 


 Sept 1940 


 Oct 1941 

 Nov 1941 


Dec 1941 

Jan 1942 

Feb 1942 

March 1942 

June 1942 

Aug 1942 

Oct 1942 


 Feb 7th. 1910 


 Aug 21st. 1924 


March, 1978. 



