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The W e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot and Shoe M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. L t d . 


M a n u f a c t u r e r s of S p o r t s F o o t w e a r , 


H e r r i o t t s Lane. W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/10 


The W e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot and Shoe Company was founded i n 1891 

by a group o f l o c a l businessmen, t o m a n u f a c t u r e men's b o o t s and 

shoes i n premises i n H e r r i o t t s Lane, W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . These prem­
i s e s , w h i c h occupy h a l f of the p r e s e n t s i t e o f t h e f a c t o r y , i n ­
c l u d e d t h e use o f an o l d c h a p e l w h i c h became the c l o s i n g room. 

Mr. Morgan, a s o l i c i t o r o f S i l v e r S t r e e t , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h became 

t h e f i r s t Managing D i r e c t o r . In 1907 he became Chairman and Mr. 

Sharp became Managing D i r e c t o r , w i t h Mr. B e a l e as Company S e c r e t a r y . 

I t was i n t h i s y e a r t h a t the b u s i n e s s became a L i m i t e d Company, ' 

c h a n g i n g i t s name t o t h e W e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot and Shoe M a n u f a c t u r i n g 

Company L t d . At t h i s t i m e t h e b u i l d i n g was a l s o e n l a r g e d t o i t s 

p r e s e n t s i z e . 


By 1919 Mr. B e a l e had d i e d and Mr. S a d d i n g t o n , the Managing 

C l e r k a t Mr. Morgan's f i r m o f s o l i c i t o r s , became the Company Sec­
r e t a r y , Mr. Warren had become Chairman and Mr. Rowe, who j o i n e d 

t h e Company i n 1913, was Manager. 


D u r i n g the f i r s t World War, heavy army b o o t s were made, how­
e v e r , d u r i n g the 1920's the Company s u f f e r e d a p e r i o d o f d e p r e s s i o n . 

More shoes were t h e n made tha n b o o t s , as b o o t s went out of f a s h i o n 

about 1925. Mr. Rowe saved the Company f r o m t h e w o r s t o f t h e 

d e p r e s s i o n by i n t r o d u c i n g the manufacture o f f o o t b a l l b o o t s . Ord­
i n a r y b o o t s were s t i l  l made, n o t a b l y b l a c k and y e l l o w b o o t s s e n t 

t o t h e West Coast of A f r i c a . 


About 1930 Mr. Sharp d i e d and Mr. Rowe became Managing D i r e c ­
t o r o f the Company. He b u i l t up t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f s p o r t s f o o t w e a r , 

i n t r o d u c i n g c r i c k e t b o o t s and v e r y cheap men's f o o t w e a r . 


The f a c t o r y was r e q u i s i t i o n e d by t h e M i n i s t r y of A i r c r a f t i n 

1941 and t h e Company t h e r e f o r e moved i n w i t h G l o v e r B r o s , o f S t a n ­
l e y Road, W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , where t h e y produced some t r o o p f o o t w e a r , 

u t i l i t y f o o t w e a r and a r e s t r i c t e d amount o f f o o t b a l l b o o t s . The 

Company d i d not r e c e i v e t h e i r H e r r i o t t s Lane p r e m i s e s back u n t i l 


*1947, when the b u i l d i n g r e c e i v e d a l t e r a t i o n s t o modernise i t  . 

A f t e r t h e war, Mr. Rowe became the Company's Manager and s u b s e ­
q u e n t l y , Managing D i r e c t o r and Chairman. 


Mr. Rowe was Chairman u n t i l 1958 and t h e n Mr. Warren became 

Chairman u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n c.1965. The p r e s e n t Chairman, Mr. J . 

I d i e n s and D i r e c t o r , Mr. G. L i t t l e a r e b o t h s o n s - i n - l a w o f Mr. 


( c o n t . ) 
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(cont.) 


Warren, who was the grandson, by marriage, of one of the o r i g i n a l 

founders of the Company, a Mr. Neale, a farmer from Twywell. The 

current Managing D i r e c t o r i s Mr. G. Jones. 


The Company i s notable f o r i t s l o n g s e r v i n g employees, Mrs. 

A. C l a r k e , who joined the Company i n 1919 i n the o f f i c e , l a t e r 

becoming Company Secr e t a r y and a D i r e c t o r , r e t i r e d a f t e r 55 years 

s e r v i c e i n 1974. Mr. Tom Roberts, who j o i n e d the Company i n 1910 

working on the production of shoes, r e t i r e d i n 1971 a f t e r 61 years 

s e r v i c e . 


Today the Company produces s p o r t s footwear, mainly t r a i n i n g 

shoes and f o o t b a l l boots. 
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The V / e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot & Shoe M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. L t d . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/10 


D i r e c t o r s M i n u t e Books: 

(These books a r e r e t a i n e d by The W e l l i n g ­
borough Boot & Shoe M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. L t d . ) 


a) 1890-1894 


b) 1895-1909 


c) 1910-1925 


d) 1925-1949 


e) 1949 onwards 


P u r c h a s e Account L e d g e r s ; 

G i v e s t h e d a t e and type of goods p u r c h a s e d , 

t h e d a t e o f payment by cheque, i n c l u d i n g 

any d i s c o u n t a l l o w e d . 


a) J u l y 1919-Karch 1929 


b) A p r i l 1924-Dec 1933 


c) Oct 1931-May 1941 


d) J u l y 1940-Nov 1953 


e) May 1951-Nov 1961 


f ) June 1959-Peb 1970 


I n v o i c e s R e c e i v e d Book: A p r i l 1920-Aug 1922 

G i v e s t h e d a t e i n v o i c e r e c e i v e d by The 

V e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot & Shoe M a n u f a c t u r i n g 

Co. L t d . , from whom, f o r w h i c h goods and 

t h e amount p a i d f o r them. 


Weekly P u r c h a s e I n v o i c e Book: Oct 1 9 4 1 - A p r i l 1944 

G i v e s t h e v a l u e s and t o t a l value of 

w e e k l y p u r c h a s e s o f goods from G l o v e r 

B r o s . L t d . o f W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 


P u r c h a s e A n a l y s i s Books: 

G i v e s t h e name o f t h e f i r m from whom 

goods were p u r c h a s e d and the c o s t o f 


/ c o n t . 
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5 the goods, which i s broken down f o r a n a l y s i s 

cont. i n t o c a t e g o r i e s of types of uses of the 


goods. 


a) Jan 1929-Aug 1933 


b) Sept 1933-Feb 1930 


c) J u l y 1943-Maroh 1947 


d) Sept 1947-Oct 1952 


e) Oct 1952-Sept 1957 


f ) Oct 1957-June 1962 


6 Purchase A n a l y s i s Book: Jan 1934-Mareh 1937 

Gives a d a i l y account of a l  l equipment 

purchased and t h e i r c o s t , 

d i v i d e d up amongst the v a r i o u s rooms i n 

the f a c t o r y . 


7 P e t t y Cash Purchases A n a l y s i s B o o k s : 

A d a i l y l i s t of a l l the p e t t y cash items 

purchased,with t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l p r i c e s . 

The c o s t s are broken down f o r a n a l y s i s 

i n t o c a t e g o r i e s of use, 

a) Peb 1926-May 1929 


b) June 1929-Oct 1931 


c) March 1947-July 1954 


d) Aug 1954-Dec 1958 


8 Order Record Books: 

Shows the date order received and the 

goods d e l i v e r y date. Gives the name and 

address of the customer, the numbers of 

p a i r s of shoes r e q u i r e d and the shoe 

number, the ma n u f a c t u r e r s s e l l i n g p r i c e 

and any other d e t a i l s . Stock l i s t  s are 

a l s o contained i n these volumes. 


a) Sept 1937-Oct 1941 


b) Oct 1941-Jan 1948 


/c ont. 
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8 c) Jan 1948-Aug 1954 

c o n t .  d )  M a 9 4 - a
y  1 5 M y 1 9 6 0 


e) A p r i l 1 9 6 0 - J u l y 1967 


9 R e c e i p t s ar.d Payments Books: 

G i v e s names o f f i r m s b e i n g p a i d by and 

p a y i n g money t o The Y/ e l l i n g b o r o u g h 

Boot & Shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. L t d . f o r 

goods, e t c . , w i t h t h e d a t e of payment. 


a) May 1918-June 1923 


b) J u l y 1923-Aug 1928 


c) Oct 1928-June 1937 

(Oct 1928-June 1932 

i s a wages hook o n l y ) 


d) J u l y 1937-June 1946 


e) May 1947-June 1955 


f ) J u l y 1955-Oct 1963 


g) Nov 1963-Oct 1970 


10 Wages Books: 

G i v e s names o f employees, wages p a i d , 

amounts of d e d u c t i o n s f o r i n s u r a n c e , e t c 

and amount of employer's c o n t r i b u t i o n s , 

w i t h summaries a t t h e end o f t h e month. 


a) J a n 1925-Sept 1928 


b) A p r i l 1934-Nov 1937 


c) Dec 1 9 3 7 - J u l y 1941 


d) A p r i l 1 9 4 4 - J u l y 1947 


e) Dec 1950-Nov 1952 


11 R e c o r d Book o f t h e F i n i s h i n g and P a c k i n g Oct 1941-Oct 1945 

Department: 

G i v e s t h e shoe number, s i z e s , o r d e r s and 

v a l u e s o f a l  l shoes g o i n g t h r o u g h t h i s 

d e p a r t m e n t . 
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(cont.) 


 Shoe Costing Book: no date 

Gives the shoe number, i t s d e s c r i p t i o n 

and t o t a l s up the cost of each process 

i n i t s production. 


 Production Book and Returns to the June 1945-Oct 1948 

M i n i s t r y of Supply (Leather C o n t r o l ) : 

An account of the t o t a l s of production, 

equipment and stock 


 Customers Accounts Ledgers: 


a) Nov 1931-Feb 1949 


b) March 1946-Sept 1959 


c) 1963-1970 ( r e t a i n e d by the company) 


 Sales Cash Books: 

Gives names of customers, numbers of 

p a i r s of shoes bought, w i t h s i z e s and 

types and pr i c e , of goods. 

At the back i s a l i s t of the numbers 

of wartime coupons needed t o buy v a r i o u s 

types of shoes. 


a) Dec 1939-July 1948 

b) Aug 1945-Feb 1949 


 Leather P r o f i t and Loss Account Book: Rov 1946-June 1958 

A weekly account of the l e a t h e r coming 

i n t o the f a c t o r y , i t s cost and the p r o f i t / 

l o s s made by the company a f t e r shoe s a l e s 

at home and abroad. C a l c u l a t e d per f a c ­
t o r y room. 


 Departmental P r o f i t and Loss Account 

Books: 

Gives the numbers of p a i r s of shoes going 


/cont. 
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( c o n t . ) 


17 through each department per week, the 

cont. t o t a l out-payments of each department i n 


wages, insurance, e t c . and the value of 

the shoes produced to c a l c u l a t e the 

cumulative p r o f i t / l o s s of the department. 


a) Sept 1947-June 1951 


b) J u l y 1951-June 1955 


c) J u l y 1955-June 1959 


d) A p r i l 1963-Nov 1966 


18 Home S a l e s Summary Book: Jan 1949-Aug 1959 

A m o n t h l y account of the numbers o f 

p a i r s o f shoes s o l d and t h e i r v a l u e 

d i v i d e d i n t o Men's, Boys, Women's and 

G i r l s . 


19 Two c a r d b o a r d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s f o r t h e no d a t e 

shoes o f t h e V / e l l i n g b o r o u g h Boot and Shoe 

Company. 


20 A r t i c l e s and Photographs r e t a i n e d by Mrs. 

A. C l a r k e o f 4. The Broadway. W e l l i n g ­
borough: 


a) E v e n i n g T e l e g r a p h a r t i c l e and p h o t o g r a p h 1950's 

about t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of g o l d watches 

by the Company t o l o n g s e r v i n g employees. 


b) E v e n i n g T e l e g r a p h a r t i c l e and photograph 1960 

o f Tom R o b e r t s r e c e i v i n g a T.V. s e t from 

t h e Company f o r 50 y e a r s s e r v i c e . 


c) P h o t o g r a p h o f Mrs. C l a r k e r e c e i v i n g a T.V. J u l y 1969 

s e t f r o m Mr. Howe f o r 50 y e a r s s e r v i c e t o 

t h e Company. 


d) E v e n i n g T e l e g r a p h a r t i c l e and p h o t o g r a p h Feb 1971 

about Tom R o b e r t s r e t i r i n g a f t e r 61 y e a r s 

of s e r v i c e t o the Company. 


March, 1978 



