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Thomas Percy Atton, born on May 1st., 1879, was the youngest 

of seven childr e n of John Thomas Atton, a monument mason from 

Spalding, Lines. Having no reason to stay at home, Thomas l e f t 

Spalding to become an apprentice to Arthur George Sawyer, a 

watchmaker and jeweller at E l y . He began h i s apprenticeship on 

28th May, 1894, and served four years. In 1907, Thomas Atton 

s t a r t e d up h i s own business at 22, M i l l Road, Wellingborough, 

mainly making and r e p a i r i n g clocks and watches, although he did 

some work as an o p t i c i a n . His son, C.T. Atton, was born at t h i s 

shop i n 1909. In 1910/11, the shop moved to 14, Cambridge Street, 

Wellingborough, and f i n a l l y , to 6a, Cambridge Street i n 1913. 


In those days the shop sold only necessary items, rather 

than the luxury goods of jewellers today - that i s , r i n g s , spoons, 

knives, forks, clocks and pocket watches. Luxury goods were very 

hard to s e l l . In the 1920's, the shop bought some American 

Community Plate, but were unable to s e l l i t , although today i t i s 

very popular. The goods supplied to the shop mainly came from 

London and Birmingham f o r jewellery and general goods, and 

S h e f f i e l d f o r s i l v e r plate. The shop windows and showcases were 

insured with a l o c a l co-operative, "The Wellingborough and D i s t r i c t 

Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Association", to which many l o c a l 

firms belonged, a l l contributing ten s h i l l i n g s a year towards the 

fund. 


Mr. Atton d i d a l l his own accounting and tax returns, u n t i l 

1923, when he decided he ought to have a pr o f e s s i o n a l accountant. 

Mr. H.H. P o l l a r d of H.W. Pratt, P o l l a r d & Co. became Atton's 

accountant and remains Mr. C.T.- Atton's accountant i n 1977. 

P o l l a r d began as H.W. Pratt's a r t i c l e d clerk and then became an 

independent accountant, although s t i l  l occupying o f f i c e s at h i s 

old firm; now Thornton, Baker & Co., 119, Midland Road, 

Wellingborough. 


In 1937, C.T. Atton entered the business i n partnership with 

h i s f a t her. Mr. Atton Senior had by then given up watch r e p a i r i n g , 

because of poor eyesight. The younger Mr. Atton, who r e t i r e d i n 

1973, now l i v i n g at 49, Doddington Road, Wellingborough, has seen 

many changes i n jewellery fashion - the once popular Mourning Rings 

worn on the death of r e l a t i v e s or f r i e n d s ; Easter Crosses and 

jewellery g i f t s enclosed within a decorated Easter egg.' The 


/cont. 
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R e c o r d s o f T . P  . A t t o n & Son ( c o n t . ) 

C h r i s t m a s season brought i n t h r e e t imes as much t r a d e as any 
o t h e r month, and wedding r i n g s f o r E a s t e r weddings were a l s o 
v e r y p o p u l a r . The j e w e l l e r y t r a d e u s e d t o s u f f e r d u r i n g 
January and F e b r u a r y , but was g i v e n a b o o s t by the Government 
a c t wh ich a l l o w e d a c o u p l e who m a r r i e d j u s t b e f o r e the end o f 
the t ax y e a r t o c l a i m a w i f e ' s a l l owance f o r the p r e v i o u s 12 
months. R e l i a b l e cus tomers o f t e n used t o pay f o r goods on a 
J o u r n e y A c c o u n t , whereby t h e y were a l l o w e d c r e d i t on goods , 
which t h e y would pay f o r on t h e i r next v i s i t t o the shop, when 
t h e y would purchase more g o o d s . The shop used to open i n the 
e v e n i n g t o c a p t u r e t r a d e f rom people w o r k i n g l o n g h o u r s . Open ing 
hours were 9am. u n t i  l 7 .30pm. d u r i n g the week, 9am. u n t i  l 8pm. 
on F r i d a y and 9am. u n t i l 9pm. on S a t u r d a y . M r . T . A t t o n , who 
d i d not b e l i e v e i n i n s i d e shop window l i g h t i n g used two o u t s i d e 
250vo l t l amps , wh ich were t a k e n i n d u r i n g the summer. 

B e f o r e M r . C . T . A t t o n r e t i r e d , he s u p p l i e d the token j e w e l 
t o the r e t i r i n g cha i rman o f what was t h e n the W e l l i n g b o r o u g h 
U r b a n D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l . On h i s r e t i r e m e n t the shop was s o l d t o 
M r . R o b e r t s , an O l n e y man, who had owned j e w e l l e r s shops i n 
W e l l i n g b o r o u g h Road and Go ld S t r e e t , Nor thampton . In 1975, he 
s o l d the shop t o M r . George , but the name T . P  . A t t o n , Watchmakers 
and J e w e l l e r s , i s s t i l l r e t a i n e d . 
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T.P. A t t o n & Son 


1 S u p p l i e r s A c c o u n t s Ledger:
T h i s has an i n d e x o f the s u p p l i e r s i n 
t h e f r o n t . E a c h account g i v e s t h e name 
and a d d r e s s o f t h e s u p p l i e r , t h e d a t e 
and s e p a r a t e c o s t o f each i t e m p e r t r a n s ­
a c t i o n , and t h e t o t a l c o s t o f t h e t r a n s ­
a c t i o n . The d a t e and method o f payment 
i s shown and t h e amount of c r e d i t and 
d i s c o u n t a l l o w e d . G e n e r a l a c c o u n t s a r e 
i n c l u d e d a t t h e back. Names o f i t e m s 
a r e n o t g i v e n . 

 J a n 1 9 2 0 - A p r i l 1948 

I n v o i c e s and S t a t e m e n t s : 
a) I n v o i c e f r o m A r t P o t t e r y , 30, P a r a d i s e

S t r e e t , T u n s t a l l , S t o k e - o n - T r e n t , f o r 
12 s e t s o f c h i n a e a r c l i p s and b r o o c h e s 
0 11/- a s e t . 

b) Statement t o E.V. Stamp & Co., j e w e l l e r s ,
Tenby S t r e e t N o r t h , Birmingham, w i t h 
r e c e i p t o f payment. 

c) Statement t o D i m i e r B r o s . & Co. L t d . ,
Croydon, S u r r e y . 

d) Statement o f c r e d i t h e l d w i t h t h e P i n n a c l e
Watch Co. L t d . , H a t t o n Garden, London, f o r 
s c r a p g o l d . 

e) R e c e i p t o f payment from T.P. A t t o n & Son.

 1/9/1948 

 Dec. 1948 

 .30/11/1948 

 13/12/1948 

 13/9/1948 

B a l a n c e Sheet: 
The f i r s t a u d i t e d account of T.P. A t t o n 
& Son. C o n t a i n s a Statement o f A f f a i r s 
u n t i l 31.12.1923, B a l a n c e Sheet u n t i l 
31.12.1924, and T r a d i n g and P r o f i t and 
Lo s s A c c o u n t u n t i l 31.12.1924. 
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4 I n s u r a n c e P o l i c i e s ; 

a) V / e l l i n g b o r o u g h and D i s t r i c t M u t u a l P l a t e


G l a s s I n s u r a n c e A s s o c i a t i o n P o l i c y . 

Shows p o s i t i o n and s i z e s o f p l a t e s o f 

g l a s s i n t h e shop window a t 6a, Cambridge 

S t r e e t and t h e t o t a l v a l u e o f t h e g l a s s . 

The premium was 10/-. 

R u l e s o f the a s s o c i a t i o n p r i n t e d on t h e 

back. 


b) F i r e P o l i c y w i t h L l o y d s o f London.

Shows t h e shop i n s u r e d f o r £6,000 w i t h

a premium o f £10.10s.0d. 


c) Renewal F i r e P o l i c y f o r above.


d) Renewal F i r e P o l i c y f o r above.


e) F i r e P o l i c y w i t h L l o y d s o f London.

Shows the i n s u r a n c e o f £8,500 f o r goods,

and s t o c k i n t r u s t , and o f £300 f o r f i x ­

. t u r e s , f i t t i n g s , f u r n i t u r e , t o o l s , 

machinery and m a t e r i a l s . 

The premium was £l6.10s.0d. 


f ) Renewal P o l i c y f o r above.


g) Renewal P o l i c y f o r above.


5 A p p r e n t i c e s h i p I n d e n t u r e : 

I n d e n t u r e f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e s h i p o f

Thomas P e r c y A t t o n and h i s f a t h e r w i t h 

A r t h u r George Sawyer, Watchmaker and 

J e w e l l e r o f E l y . 

The c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e s h i p 

a r e s e t out w i t h t h e amount o f wages, 

h o l i d a y s and r u l e s . 


 1915 

 Nov 1 s t . 1970­
 Oct 3 1 s t . 1971 


 Nov 1 s t . 1971-

Oct 3 1 s t . 1972 


 Nov 1 s t . 1972-

Oct 3 1 s t . 1973 


 Nov 1 s t . 1970­
 Oct 3 1 s t . 1971 


 Nov 1 s t . 1971-

Oct 3 1 s t . 1972 


 Nov 1 s t . 1972-
Oct 3 1 s t . 1973 

 J u l y 2 0 t h . 1894 
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T . P . A t t o n & Son 
( c o n t . ) 

6 Photographs 
a) M r . T . P  . A t t o n

22, M i l  l R o a d ,
 o u t s i d e h i s shop
 W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 

 a t c.1909 

b) T . P  . A t t o n ' s shop a t 14, Cambridge
S t r e e t , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 

c .1911 

c) T . P  . A t t o n 1 s shop a t 6a , Cambridge c . 1920 ' s 
S t r e e t , W e l l i n g b o r o u g h . 

N o v . 1977. 


