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11/ UH1
Records of Monton Unitarian Church and Sunday Schools, 1816-1981, n.d.
Depositeds Mr, I.K. McAlpine, B.A,, 12 Ravensdale Gardens,
Ellesmere Park, Becles, lMenchester, M30 9JD, Sept., 1982,
(indefinite lcan),
ﬂﬂtalﬂg'uedl Al‘ﬁi ETDEH’ SEPt'-! 1982'
Locations Archives Centre, 658/662 Liverpool Road, Irlam,
Manchester, M30 54D,

The congregation of Monton Church traces its origin back to 1662
when the Rev, Edmund Jones, Vicar of Eccles, was ejected from his living
under the Act of Uniformity. The Presbyterian congregation which
followed him and his successors had at first no settled place of worship
but in 1697 land at Monton was bought for the site of a chapel which
was built before the end of the century. By the early nineteenth century
the congregation had become Unitarian., The Church which replaced the
Chapel was completed in 1875. An infant school was added to the
existing Day School in 1848 and in 1864 a larger building was erected
for the Day and Sunday Schools, In 1889 this building was replaced by
a larger one for Monton Memorial Schools (incl, the Day and Sunday
Schools), PFurther information on the history of the Church and Schools
may be obtained from one of the booklets or newspaper articles included
in this collection.

Kecords of Monton Day School (S165/AM1, F1) were deposited
together with the following records.

AIMINISTHATION

Registration

Monton Church Choir, register of attendance, 1930-48 1930-48
(1 vol. enclosing loose summaries of attendance, 1932,

1935, 1557, 1944

Migcellanes
Envelope containing: 18768-15980,
Written minutes of extraordinary general n.d.

meeting of the Sunday School Cricket Club
containing resolution for the winding up of the
Club, 1932, and accompanying printed copy

(part torn away, owinz to being dectached from

a programme card) rulcs of the asame Club, marked
ae dated 1900;

Duplicated copy of rules of the Sunday School,
19353




MONTON UNITARIAN CHURCH RECORDS

ATMINTSTRATION
Miscellanea (contd.)
Envelope containing (contd,):

H/UN1 /AZ1 Copy of calendar compiled by Mr. Izn McAlpine in
1980 of extant registers in the Church from 1771;
Booklet, Monton Chapel Monton Church 1697-1947,
containing two loose photographs, one(partly
stained) of interior, 1956, the other of the
pulpit, 1947 altered to 19413
Photographs, Church and old and new Sunday Schools,
16889, Church and new Sunday School, n.d.,

?Whit Walk, ¢.1914-18 War, pulpit (as above),
1941, Rev, D,T. Evans and Mr, Moore at opening of
garden party, 1964 altered to 1954, carol
service in Church (in eolour), 1974, and
visit by the American umbassador, Elliot L.
Richardson, with Rev, L. Chandler, Minister, and
Mr. L. Carter-Jones, M.F., 19763
Printed copy of address by John Dendy in the
Church on the dedication of the war memorial,
1919;
Printed copies of services in the Church,
namely memorial service, 1878, parade of the
42nd County aof Lencaster Battalion Home Guard
(A and E Companies), 1941, induction of the
Hev, Leonard Paul Star, 1946, induction of the
fdev, Gordon Leonard Clarke, 1947, 250th amnivcr-
sary service, 1947, induction of the Rev.
Thomas Evans, 1951, coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II, 1953, and anniversary service,
General Aszsgembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches, 19613
Newspaper cutting reloting to the Sunday Scheool
Cricket Club, 1926, to ministers of the Church,
1939, 1975, and to death of Miss Mary Higgin, =2
Sunday Schocl teacher, n.d.j
Newspaper cutting on the wvisit by the American
Ambassador, Elliot L. Lichardson, 19753
Issue of The Unitarian, containing article by
Mr. W. Higham on Monton School, June, 1955;
Izsue of The Inguirer containing copy of letter
by W, Higham on Unitarians, 30 June, 19793
Bxtract from Zecles and Patricroft Journal on
the death of £llis Smith, former M.P. for
Stoke South, 1969

(1 envelope containing items as above, apparently

collected by Mr, W, Higham)




MONTCON UNITARIAN CHURCH RECORDS

ADMINISTRATION
Miscellanca
N/UN1/4Z2 Stationery wallet containings before 1875
Typed copy of report and proposals by a speciel -1981, n.d.

subcommittee appointed to exemine the organ-
isaticns and administration of Monten Church and
Schoolas, with proposals for the Church and for

& ochools Committee, marked in ink "About 1950 =
Rev. G. Clarke'a";

Duplicated copy of agreement for sponsoring

15th Beecles (M.5.5.) Group in the Eccles District
of the Scout hAsscciation, unsigned but with

some entrics added in ink, n.G«}

Fhotocopies, n.d., of bill, memorandum and letter,
1979; regarding the appointment of trustoes of
the Churchs

Typed copy of annual report on the Sunday School,
marked in pencil as dated 19363

Typed draft, with alterations and additiona in
ink, of rules for Sunday School, marked in ink
as dated 1935;

Envelope containing printed calendar for the
Church, with notes in ink and pencil, Lpr., 19383
Programme for General Asscembly Service; Manchester
District hAssociation, Monton Church, 19803
Envelope containing typed copics of rulcs for
licensing buildings for dancing ond performing
plays,; Borough of Eccles, n.d.s

Written list of important dates in the history
of the Church from 1662 to 1919, n.d,;
Duplicated statement of accounts for Diamond
Jubilees Bazanr, 19353

Signed typed copy of report of Church Yard Sube-
committee, Monton Church, 1935

Duplicoted draft, with amendments, of agrecment
fer appointment of minister, Monton Church,
marked in ink as dated 1979;

Printed Treasurer's statement of accounts for
buildings of the Church, 1875, with amnotations,
n.d.:

Photocopies, n.d., of papers, 1980, relating to
the appointment of =~ sexton;

Photocopy, n.d., of notes of arrangemente for
Monton Church Centenary celebrations attended by
the imerican imbassador, 19753

Duplicated programme for Sundey Schoel servieces,
collection for Sunday School funda, 19753
Duplicated, signed letter on the finaneial
arrangements agreed between Monton and Swinton
Unitarian Churches for the appointment of the
Rev. Lawrence Chandler zs Minister for the two
Churchus, 19693

Envelope containing a written and e typed
description of the windows in the Church, with
accompanying note, n.d.}

Pamphlet, Monton Church Monton Chapcl 1637=-1947,
on the history of the Church, 194, With annot=
ations added listing ministers from 1947 to 1979;




MONTON UNITARIAN CHURCH RECORDS

ATMINISTRATION
Miscellanea
N/um1/aE2 Stationery wallet containing (contd.)t

Printed brochure inviting members of the public
to attend the Church, 1962, with annotation
added listing ministers to 1979:
FPhetographs, Monton Unitarian Chapel and Sunday
School before 1875, the Rev, B. Lister and
Rufus Burgess (organist) described as at the
Sunday School anniversary, 1940, signed photo-
graph of the Rev, Ambrose Bennett (Minister
1900-09), n.d., stage performances of a
pantomime ("about 1922") and "Patience" ("1924"),
coloured photograph of the Sunday School Whit
Walk, 1978, two photographs of the interior
of the Church, 1947, n.d., and photograph by
Mr. W. Higham of the pulpit, 5t., Mark's Church,
Worasley, n.d.;
Issue of The Inguirer, 20 Jan., 1951, containing
article on the history of Monton Church;
Newscuttings, relating to the Church or the
activities of the congregation,1981, n.d., 15th
Eccles Scout Group, 1977, Monton Green Conser-
vation Order, 1979, Worsley Court House, n.d.,
and the doctrine of the Trinity, 1957

(1 wallet containing items as above, apparently

collected by Mr., W. Higham)

/423 Written notes concerning the windows in the Church 1933, n.d.
and the characters represented on them, n.d. (1 vol.
containing, loose, a newscutting on Plato, 1933, and
a newscutting with an extrect from the verses of
Stopford Brooke, n.d.)

COMMITTEES
JC01/aM1 Signed minutes of meetings of trustees of Monton 1908-10,
Chapel House, 1908-10, 1947, encloging loose 1926, 1947

related papers, 1909, attached printed copy cof
scheme of the Charity Commission for the Chapel
House Charity, 1909, and envelope enclosing letter
and form regarding maintenance of the war graves in
Monton Unitarian churchyard, 1926 (1 vol. enclosing
loose papers)

The printed copy of the Charity Commissioners'
order describes the Chapel House or Parsonage as
situated on 2,443 sq. yards of land on the north side
of Monton Road.

Jco2/aM1 Vol. containing: 1856-69
"Memoranda" describing events (incl. notes of
events in commitiee muatingﬁ} affecting the
choir of the Church and written or printed
anmial reports concerning the Choir, 1856-63;
Printed annual reports, 1864-66;

Written notes of committee meetings and printed
annual reports, 1867-68;
Pigned minutes of committee meetings, 1868-69;
Written notes of committee meetings, 1869
(1 vol. marked "Monton Choirs Memoranda, etc." on
cuvar)



N/UN1/C03/AM1=4

JC04/AM1

/C05/4M1

/CO6/aM1

/COT/aM1

JC1

MONTON UNITARIAN CHURCH RECORDS

COMMITTEES

Signed minutes of meetings of the Sunday School
committee and meetings of teachers and members of
teachers' classes, with copies of reports from
organisations associated with the Bunday Schools
(4 'U'lei}

Monton Church and Sunday School Dramatic Society,
gigned minutes of anmual mectings and committee
meetings, 1932=37 (1 wvol, enclosing looses related
papers, 1935, 1935=37, n.d.; printed booklet of
rules of the Scciety, n.d.; printed calendar for
Monton Church, Feb., 1933; newscutting on the former
Presbyterian Chapel, Chapel Hoad, Sale, n.d,)

Monton Church and Sundsy School Bagzaar, Nov., 1927,
signed minutes of moetings of committees of the
Social Club or Tennis Club or joint meetings, 1927

(1 exercise book enclosing related loose papers, n.d.)

Monten Church, "Special Effort - "Gift Day"", signed
minutes of committee or subcommittee meetings, with
at end list of names and addresses (1 exercise book)

Monton Church, Diamond Jubilee Bazsar, signed minutes
of 2 general meeting and of meetings of the Exccutive
Committee or the Bazaar Committee \1 wol., removed
from N/UN1/C1)

For other papers relating to meetings of committees

see N/UN1/&4R1=2, fC1-3.

COHRESPONDENCE
Parcel containing papers and books relating to the
Diamond Jubilee Bazasr held in 1935:
Two folders containing "Inward" amnd "Outward"
correspondence, 1934=35;

Blank printed circular letter, 1934, blank printed

sircular cards for invitations to committee
meetings, 1934 or 1935, and letter and note with
accompanying papers, 1935;

Written notes, 719353

Duplicated statemenits of accounta, 1935;
Advertising cards and posters, 1935;

Admission tickets, 1935;

Specimen books of coupons for exchange for goods
at the Bazaar and collecting cards containing
entries for coupons, /1934-35/;

Book of receipts for books of coupons and register

of sales of books of coupons, 1934-35%
Printed brochure advertising the Bazasr with also
advertisements for local firms and sheets of
blotting paper, 1935
(1 parcel enclosing papers and books, cover labelled
"Records relating to Church Jubilee Bazaar - 1935";
N/UN1/CO7/AM1 removed)

1890-1921,
1952-74

1932=37,

.t

1927, n.d.

1931

1934-35

1934=35,

n,d.



u/umi/c2

/C3

/C4

JE1

JE2

/7

JF2

JF3/1-2

/F4

MONTON UNITARTIAN CHURCH RECORDS

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence, draft agenda, notes, accounts and
other papers relating to the Diamond Jubilee Bazaar,
1934-35, n.d., with alsc advertising brochure as
above (blotting paper removed, cnclosing related
newscuttings, 1955}, 1935, and typed note of figurcs
of membership and income from seat rents and
subscriptions during years 1921-33, n.d. (1 envelope
pontaining felder and items =28 sbove, marked "More
records of Church Diamond Jubilce Bazaar, 1935")

Correspondence, draft agenda, notes and other papers
relating to the Easter Fair held in 1937 (1 parcel,
cover marked "Baster Fair 195?“}

Btationery wallet containing correspondence and
other papers, 1974-75, n.d., rclating to arrangements
for celebrating in 1975 thc centenary of the building
of Monton Church, incl, twe letters from Elliot L.
Richardson referring to his visit to take part in

the celebrations, 1975, photograph showing Ellict L.
Richardson, Dame Nellie Openshaw (Mayor of Salford)
and Mr. L. Carter-Jones, M.P., outside the Church,
/[1975/, printed programme of the service, 1975,
photographs of the Church, n.d., printed verses by
Mr. W. Higham on the centenary of the Church, 1975,
and cuttings from The Inquirer, the Swinton Journal
and the Eccles and Patricroft Journal (incl. copics
of the photographs as above), 1975 (1 wallet)

ESTATE
Inventory of sheet musgsic belonging to the choir of
Monton Chapel (1 small vol,)

"Monton Churchs HMemorandum Book" containing four
written extracts from wills relating to the Church
(1 small vol,)

FINLNCE

"Accounte relating to Monton Chappell", receipts and
payments, 1816-76, with, towards c¢nd, statements of
expenses of various improvements to the Chapel and of
subscriptions towards them, 1835, 1835, and, at end
list of expenses of the new Church (erected in 18?55
and subscriptions towards mecting them, n.d. (1 vol.)

Ledger containing variocus accounts of the Church,
1942=-65, with a few entries or notes for the years
1967=70 (1 vol.)

Books recording the poyment of woekly subscriptions
(2 vols,)

hceount of Silas Leigh (described on one page in
pencil as Tressurer of the Chapel} with William Jones
Loyd and Co,, 1838-49, Loyd, Entwistle, Bury and
Jervis, 1849-63, and Manchcster and Liverpool District
Banking Co., King Street, Manchoster, 1863~T7

(1 notebook)

The entries are chiefly for cash and interest and
evidently form pert of a banking account. The last
entry appears to be for a withdrawal of the balance by
Bdward Leigh.

1934=35,
n.d,

1936-317,

Netde

1974=75,

n- d.

1859

e d..

1 31 6"?5.
Net,

1942-65,
1967=-70

1954-47

1838=-T7




N/UN1/F5/1-5
/%6

/P17

/F8
/79

/F10/1-2

/P12

/F13

fo1

Jo2

MONTON UNITARILN CEURCH RECORDS
FINLNCE
Receipts to the Church Committee for purchases of
graves and burials (5 small vols,)

hecounts of the Treasurer with the Choir Committee,
receipts and payments, signed (1 vol,)

Accounts of the Treasurer with the Trustecs of Monton

Memorial Schools (incl, Day School and Sunday School),
receipts and payments, with zlso some annual summarics

of accounts (1 vol,)
Sunday School, bank pass bock (1 book in eover)

Notebook used for recording rcceipts from the Sundsy
School Savings Bank (1 nctebook)

Ledger containing accounts of nembers of a savings
schene (2 vols,)

List of subscriptions for the organ, 1855, with also
lists of purchases of hymn bocks, 1855, of purchases
of “chant books", n.d., and of funeral expenses or
charges, n.d, (1 small exercise book printed in 1855,
containin 7 loocse notae gt din: thnt this organ wno
gald in 1883 mnd rerlacul by thue present nne}

Lists of subscriptions promised and paid for the
organ (1 exercise book, front cover missing)

Bank}paaa book, Monton Church bazesar account (1 small
viol,

OFFICILL

Printed reports of the Church Co:vidttce to the annual
meeting of the congregation, incl. lists of members
of the congregation or subscribors and statements of
accounts, 1891-94, 1896-1940, and printed or
duplicated lists of subscribera and statements of
accounta prepared for the anmusl meeting of the
congregation, 1941=71, 1975 (184 leaflets, often
annotated, incl. duplicate copics)

Volume containingi

Printed programmes of hymns sung at Monton Chopel

"By the Children belonginz to the Sunday Schools
in the Parish of Eccles" f

also given, between 1817 and 1841;
Printed programmes of hymns sung at the Chapel,

with the names of preachers of sermons also given,

1842-T753

Printed programmes of anniversary or cother services

at Monton Chapel or Church, 1875-97;
Printed copies of & hymn and also verses on the

agpening of Monton School, 1863, and printed leafloet

on the Monton Memorial Schoole, n.d., ﬁ?ﬁa&ﬁ?;

and occasionally by the
congrﬁgaticn}, with names of preachers of sermons

1927-68

1855-81

1891=-1930

1923-34
1934

1900-32

1855, neds

1883=-84

1951=67

1891-94,
1896-19T1,
1975

1817=97




w/um1/02

/03

/04

/05

/06

/07

Jo8

/09

MONTON UNITLRIAN CHURCH RECORDS

OFFICILL

Volume containing (contd.)s
Printed copy of hymm on the opening of the
Memorial Hall, Manchester, 1866;
Printed programmes of hyrms sung, with the
nanesa of preachers of sermons also given, in
the Unitarian Meeting House, Swinton, between
1834 and 1851, in the Unitarian lMeeting Housze,
Astley, 1832, and in the Unitarian Chapel, Dob
Lane, Failsworth, between 1848 and 1857

(1 vol., marked "Monton Choir: Subscriptions",

early pages nmarked with amounts and names of

subscribers to yearly subscriptions, 1856-62, containing

leaflets as sbove loose or attached and also loose
printed copy of hymn "Christians Awake")

The vol. naoos the following Sunday Schools in
Eccles perish in the printed prozrammes between 1817
and 18413 Dales Brow, Bbroomhouse Lane, Worsley
or Worsley Mills, Pendlebury, lLoe Green, Monten,
Clifton. For comments on these schools and on the
Rev, Willian Gaskell (who was one of the visiting
preachers of sermons) sec the newscutting reloting
to this vol, contained in N/Uw1/Z3.

Hfﬂﬂ1fﬂ}—9 conslets of progrommes prepared for
church services or items prepared in connection with
the sane events, They were apperently collascted by
Mr, I.E. Meilpine,

Services of opening or dedication, Monton Church and
Schoola, printed programmes of services and texts of
addresses, 1875, 1883, 1888-39, 1919 (1 envelope
containing leaflete as abova)

Church anniversary services, printed programmes
(1 envelope containing leaflets)

Sunday School anniversary services, printed pregrammes
of services, 1922-23, 1925-32, 1934-36, 1939, 1941,
1946-48, 1953-54, 1967, 1976 (1 envelope containing
leaflets)

Induction services fer now ministers, printed pro-
grammes of services and newscuttings, 1939, 1946, 1951,
1956, 1969, 1979 (1 envelope containing leaflets and
newscuttings)

Commenmoration of the 250th anniversary of the ejection
of ministers in 1662, printed programies for morning,

afternoon and evening sorvices (1 envelope containing

leaflots)

Compenoration of the Dianond Jubilee of the building
of the Church in 1875, programmes {in three differcnc
versions) for services, one sigmed by participating

ministers and others (1 envelope containing leaflots)

Cormemoration of the 250th amniversary of the building

of the first place of worship in 1697, printed programmes

for services, printed invitation programme, booklet
Monton Chapel Monton Church 1697-1947 and envelope
containing photographs of the congregation (1 cnvelope
containing itens as above)

1875-1919

1895=-1901,
1904=-21

1922-76

1939-79

1912

1935

1947
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/23

MONTON UNIT.HIAN CHURCH RECOHRDS

LITERARY AND MISCELLLNEQOUS
Monthly calendar or nagazines

Printed "Monthly Calendar" (404 leaflets);

Printed "Monthly Calendar and Magazine" (27

pamghlets};

Duplicated monthly calenders

(126 pamphlets)s;

Duplicated "Monton Unitarians the Church on

the Green" (5 panphlets)

(562 leaflets or pamphlets)

With this series, the scguence for nmonths in a
year is often incomplete. For the ysars 1900-18, there
are no calendars for the months Lpril to Septenber and
for the years 1928=39 none for the months July to
September., During the years 1919-27 one calendar
wag produced each year for the months July to September
and fron 1941 it was comwion for one calendar to be
produced to cover more than one nonths.

Short History of Monton Chapel Monton Church 1697=1969
by J. Roy Bleackley (1 panphlet)

Enveleope conteining:
Printed verses read at a nesting to congratulate
Councillor Frederic Snithy J.Ps, on his election
as Mayor of DLccles, 1899y with note added that
he waa a nmenber of Monton Church (1 doc, torm
and repaired with cellotapﬁ);
Newscuttings rclating to the Church and the
activitice of its members, 1905-47, ZTﬁﬁ§7;
Mewscuttings containing letters by Mr. W. Highan
on Unitarisnism, 1978-79;
Newscutting, 1977, on wvisit by the Rev. Willisom
Gaskell to Bundaoy School services at Monton Chapel
(with reference to N/UN1/02) and newscutting, n.d.,
on his wife Elizzbeth Gaskell, novelistg
Noewscutting stating that Monton Green was not
common land, n.d.

(1 envelope containing items as above, apparently

collectcd by Mr. W. Highan, several annotated)

1900=-78
1900-46
1946=51

1956-68,

1975
1978

71969

1899=1977,
ﬂrﬂ..@
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NONCONFORMIST RECORDS

MAPS AND PLANS

N/UN1/M1=9 consist of twentieth century copies
of plans by Thomas Worthington, 110 King Street,
Manchester, architect, of the Church built in 1875,
The date of the original is clearly 1873 on
N/UN1/M6 but is indistinct or does not appear on
other copies., The numbering marked on the originals
of these plans is shown below in round brackets.

Copies of plans by Thomas Worthingtons [Tﬁfj?,
Foundations and drainage (no, 1)3 20th cent,

Roofs (no. 3)j

South elevation (no. 4)

West elevation (no. 5);

East elevation (no. 6

North elevation (no. Ti;

Longitudinal section (no. 8);

Various sections (no. 9);

Tower and spire, plans, elevation and
sections (no. 13)

(9 docs.)
Plan by Arthur H. Walsingham, 62 Market Street, Nada
Manchester, architect, for alteratiom to central 20th cent.

heating system, with plan of church, plans of
balcony and heating chamber and section of
church ‘1 doc,)

Blueprint, copy of plan as above (1 doc., one n.d.,
corner torn off) 20th cent.



