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R e c o r d s o f T.H. H i g g i n s L t d . , 


B u i l d e r s M e r c h a n t s and Monumental Masons t o f 


M i d l a n d Road, W e l l i n g b o r o u g h and 


B a t h Road. K e t t e r i n g . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/202 


I n 1866, Thomas Henry H i g g i n s and h i s c o u s i n o r b r o t h e r , John, 

founded the stonemasonry b u s i n e s s a t M i d l a n d Road, Wellingborough.. 

As t h e b u s i n e s s grew, l i m e , sand and cement was a l s o s o l d and the 

f i r m became a g e n e r a l b u i l d e r s merchants and stonemasons, w i t h 

d e p o t s a t Ba t h Road, K e t t e r i n g , Rushden and T h r a p s t o n . 


T.H. H i g g i n s would v i s i t l o c a l p u b l i c houses, such as t h e 

G r i f f i n I n n a t Higham F e r r e r s , on market days, e s p e c i a l l y t o t a k e 

customers o r d e r s , w h i c h he would e n t e r i n a notebook. A common 

r e q u e s t was f o r t h e Company's York S i n k s , w h i c h t h e y c u t t h e m s e l v e s 

from s t o n e . 


Thomas Henry H i g g i n s had two son s , Thomas Henry J u n i o r and 

A r t h u r H a l e , who b o t h c o n t i n u e d t h e b u s i n e s s on t h e i r f a t h e r ' s 

d e a t h i n 1916. The t w i n sons o f Thomas Henry J u n i o r , A l b e r t 

Edward and R e g i n a l d Peace, b o r n i n 1902, a l s o c o n t i n u e d t h e b u s i ­
n e s s . 


The c u r r e n t Managing D i r e c t o r s of t h e b u s i n e s s a r e a l s o mem­
b e r s o f t h e f a m i l y , Mr. Thomas Edward H i g g i n s i s the son o f A l b e r t 

Edward H i g g i n s and C o l o n e l John Thomas H a l e H i g g i n s i s t h e son o f 

A r t h u r H i g g i n s . 




T. H. Hig g i n s L t d . 


S e c t i o n A 

Account Books 


s . e .1* E9-HSlia  k e ^ j j ^ r s : 

A c c o u n t s h e l d b y T . H . H i g g i n s L t d . a ) F e b . 1916 - M a r c h 1939 
w i t h s u p p l i e r s . G i v e s t h e name a n d b )	 M a r c h 1934 - M a r c h 1954 a d d r e s s o f t h e s u p p l i e r & t h e 

d a t e s c h e q u e s s e n t f o r g o o d s a n d c ) F e b . 1955 - D e c . 1961 

t h e d a t e o f t h e o r d e r , 

( t y p e o f g o o d s n o t s t a t e d ) 

F r o n t I n d e x . 


2 . B o u g h t L e d g e r : 

A c c o u n t s h e l d b y T . H . H i g g i n s L t d . O c t . I898 - A p r i l 1955 
w i t h s u p p l i e r s . G i v e s t h e name a n d 
a d d r e s s o f t h e s u p p l i e r , t h e name 
o f t h e S t a t i o n t o w h i c h g o o d s w e r e 
d e l i v e r e d , t h e d a t e o f d e l i v e r y & 
t h e t y p e & q u a l i t y o f g o o d s p u r c h a s e d 
w i t h t h e i r c o s t . I n d e x a t f r o n t . 

3 . P u r c h a s e A n a l y s i s B o o k s : 

A d a i l y a c c o u n t o f a l l o u t p a y m e n t s a ] J u n e 1916 - May 1929 
b y T . H . K i g g i n s L t d . w i t h t h e d a t e b A p r i l 1929 - S e p t . 1938 
o f p a y m e n t , name o f p a y e e & t h e c , S e p t . 1938 - M a r c h 1955 
t o t a l amount p a i d d i v i d e d i n t o d j M a r c h 1955 - A u g . 1963 
c a t e g o r i e s o f t y p e s o f g o o d s & e J u l y 1963 - J a n . 1967 
s e r v i c e s p u r c h a s e d . f 1 1967 

1968 g! 
1969 

i ] 1970 

U. O r d e r B o o k s : 

D e c . 1882 - S e p t . I885	 * a : D e c . 1882 - A u g . 1883 
b j A u g . 1883 - M a r c h 1884 

O r d e r n o t e b o o k s w i t h t h e name c M a r c h 1884 M a r c h 1885 
& a d d r e s s o f c u s t o m e r a n d w o r k $ d M a r c h 1885 - S e p t . 1885 
r e q u e s t e d o r g o o d s w a n t e d w i t h ­e D e c 1917 May 1924 
t h e c o s t . f J O c t . 1930 - S e p t . 1933 
A t t h e b a c k o f e a c h b o o k i s a S e p t . 1933 -- O c t . 1935 
l i s  t o f d e s p a t c h e s o f g o o d s a n d h O c t . 1935 - J a n . 1938 
n o t e s o f v i s i t s . i 	 J a n . 1938 - J u l y 1939 

J u l y 1939 - A p r i l 1942 
D e c . 1917 - N o v . 1959 	 F e b . S e p t . k 1954 - 1955 
( D a y b o o k s o f o r d e r s w i t h t h e name 1] S e p t . 1955 J a n . 1957 -& a d d r e s s o f c u s t o m e r s w i t h 	 1 F e b . 1957 J u n e 1958 -i n s t r u c t i o n s a n d t h e d a t e o f 	 n ' J u n e 1958 N o v . 1959 -d e l i v e r y o f goo 3 o r w o r k 
r e q u i r e d & o r d e . d a t e . 



A . 

5 . C o n t r a c t Day Books: 

A d a i l y a c c o u n t  o f a l l work done a June 1909 -- June 1927 

b y T H H i g g i n s L t d . w i t h t h e name bj May 1916 -- J a n . 1924 

& a d d r e s s of t h e customer, t h e c J a n . 1924 -- June 1928 

names of workmen employed, h o u r s d Sept 1928 - June 1932 

v/orked and t h e i r pay r a t e p e r 

i March 1932 -- J u l y 1937 

h o u r w i t h t o t a l s . G i v e s t h e 

e


c o s t i n g s  o f a l l m a t e r i a l s & 

equipment u s e d f o r each j o b and 

t h e g r a n d t o t a l c o s t . 


Book 5 a. has l o o s e on p.47 a M i d l a n d Red Bus 

S e r v i c e T i m e t a b l e - K e t t e r i n g - R o t h w e l l ,

Summer 1912 


Book 5 b.  i s a l s o a c a s h - o u t payments day book June 1902-June 1916 

(see c r o s s , r e f . Book 7 a . ) 


6* P e t t y Cash Books: 


A d a i l y account of a l l petty cash a) Jan. 1916 - Dec. 1951 

expensesexpenses.. ThThee costcost ss divided into . \ - - , o c o  t * i o ^ q


J a n - 1 5 5 2  D e c * 1 9 6 8
categoriecategoriess ooff typetypess of goods & ^	  "

services purchased. 


7. Out-Payments Gash Books : 


A d a i l y account of outpayments a' June 1902 June 1916 

with the name of the payee, bj June 1922 - Aug. 1928 

date of payment, & the amount c Sept 1928 - Dec. 1933

v/ith the amount of any discount Jan. 1961 - D3c. 1968 


e j Jan. 1969 - Dec. 1969 


8* Wages Books: 


Contains names of employees 
 a' 	 Sept 1935 - J u ly 1938
New	 weekly wages & deductions 
 bj 	 J u l y 1938 June 1941
f o r	 insurance, income tax, 
 c , 	 July 1941 - Aug. 1945
h o s p i t a l contributions 
 dj 	 Aug. 1945 June 1948 

June 1948 - March 1951 
(e
 

1 March 1951 - Nov. 1953 

Dec. 1953 June 1956.
f; 


Book 8 d. also contains loose:­
1) 	 IVages return for Income Tax 1941-44 


Overtime calculations Oct - Dec 1943 

Letter from W/B Cottage Hospital to
I) 	 T.H. Higgins re weekly contributions 
to Hospital fund being increased Nov. 1944 
2 Letters from E. A l l e n to T. Higgins
k) re the reason f o r h i s son Kenneth 

leaving the business Nov. 1942 


Reinstatement in C i v i l Employment Act 1944 
5 ) of C.R. Moreton into the employ of 

T.H. Higgins Ltd. 




A. 


8. contd. 


6) B o o k l e t - Summary of the B u i l d i n g I n d u s t r i e s 
n a t i o n a l j o i n t a p p r e n t i c e s h i p scheme 

Oct. 1945 
7) L e t t e r from M i n i s t r y of Labour W/B 


to T . H . H i g g i n s L t d re u n p a i d i n s u r a n c e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s 


Feb. 1947 

8) C i r c u l a r L e t t e r from B u i l d i n g I n d u s t r y 


D i s t r i b u t o r s C o n t r o l of Engagement of 

Employees Order Sept. 1947 


9) C i r c u l a r l e t t e r announcing Gen e r a l Meeting 

of the F e d e r a t i o n of Master B u i l d e r s 

W/B branch Oct. 1946 


10) C i r c u l a r from the B u i l d i n g & C i v i l 

E n g i n e e r i n g H o l i d a y s Scheme Management 

L t d r e h o l i d a y s w i t h pay & a p p l i c a t i o n 

to purchase h o l i d a y c r e d i t stamps Dec. 1947 


11) 2 L e a f l e t s from B u i l d i n g & C i v i l 

E n g i n e e r i n g I n d u s t r i e s - C o n t r o l of 

Employment ( n o t i c e of t e r m i n a t i o n of 


employment order ) 1943 


- C o n t r o l of B u i l d i n g & C i v i l 


E n g i n e e r i n g Labour 1943 


& L e a f l e t from M i n i s t r y of Works & 

B u i l d i n g s Defence R e g u l a t i o n s 1939 


9. R e c e i p t s and Payments Books: 

A d a i l y account of money r e c e i v e d on the a; 1 J a n . 1 9 1 6 - Apr. 1 9 2 5 
l e f t and p a i d out on the r i g h t w i t h the bj A p r i l 1 9 2 5 - Dec. 1 9 3 0 
name of payer & payee, the amount, any c Dec. 1 9 3 0 - Apr. 1 9 3 6 d i s c o u n t and amounts p a i d i n t o the bank d* 1 - Feb.  Mch. 1 9 3 6 1 9 4 1 e 1 Feb. 1 9 4 1 - Sept 1 9 4 7 f j Sept. 1 9 4 7 - Dec. 1 9 5 2 

Si Sept. 1 9 5 2 June 1 9 5 7 h, ) May - Dec. 1 9 5 7 I 9 6 0 


10. Cash Received Books: 


G i v e s the date cash/cheques a) J a n . 1 9 2 3 J u l y 1 9 2 9 

r e c e i v e d by T.H. H i g g i n s L t d 
 b) J u l y 1 9 2 9 Dec. 1 9 3 3 
& from whom w i t h the amount ­

o] J a n . 1 9 6 9 - Dec. 1 9 6 9 



A . 

11. D e l i v e r y C o s t i n s Books; 


L i s t s & d e s c r i b e s i t e m s p u r c h a s e d b y T.H. a) c.1909 

H i g g i n s L t d and o t h e r t r a n s p o r t c o s t and 

s e l l i n g p r i c e s f r om v a r i o u s s t a t i o n s and b) c.1915/16 

from t h e y a r d 


Book 11 b. a l s o c o n t a i n s 


1) 	 2 L i s t s o f v a r y i n g cement p r i c e s 
a c c o r d i n g t o which R a i l w a y S t a t i o n 
i t i s d e l i v e r e d a t A p r i l - Nov. 1921 

& 	 Feb. - Sept. 1915 


2)	 Chimney Pot P r i c e L i s t 1904 


3) Diagrams of c o p i n g s , s i l l s  , 

ramps & knee t e r m i n a l s 


k)	 C a l l i n g c a r d o f T.H. H i g g i n s C .I9O4 
5) P r i c e l i s t o f f i r e c l a y b u r r s , 


lumps & q u a r r i e s 


12. B a l a n c e Sheets 	 1916 - 1922 


13. Customers Accounts L e d g e r s : 


G i v e s name & a d d r e s s of customer March 1916 - May 1924 

t h e amount p a i d f o r goods o r 

a 

J a n . 1924 - Oct. 1932 
b j 

work w i t h t h e d a t e o f payment c) J a n . 1930 - Dec. 1938 


14. Customers A c c o u n t s L e d g e r s : 


G i v e s the name & a d d r e s s o f each a) J a n . 1895 - Nov. 1897 

customer w i t h d e t a i l s o f a l l 
 b) 	 May 1915 - Nov. 1926 
goods d e l i v e r e d o r work done f o r 

each customer and t h e date and 

c o s t o f t h e work. 


14 a) has t h e a c c o u n t s o f f i e l d 


i e f o r k e e p i n g h o r s e s , 

c u t t i n g & s e l l i n g of hay e t c . 1895-1897 


l a b) has l e t t e r from T.H. H i g g i n s c' 1919 - 1928 

& A.H. H i g g i n s t o customers 
 1923 - 1926 
announcing t h e d e a t h o f t h e i r 
 e. 	 1923 - 1928 
f a t h e r T.H. H i g g i n s 8 J a n 1916. 


n
m

f i 1924 - 1929 

l o o s e a t p.336 1927 - 1933 


h 1 1929 - 1933 

i , 1932 - 1937 


1933 - 1938 

k 1936 - 1939 

1( 1939 - 1941 


( 1940 - 1947 

/ i 1945 - 1948 


0' 1948 - 1952 

* 1951 - 1955 

a , 1954 - 1958 

r) 1957 - i960 

s! I960 - 1961 


p
 



A. 


15. Stockbooks & S h e e t s : 

Stockbook f o r a l  l depots 

S t o c k s h e e t s - K e t t e r i n g , B a t h Road

- C a s t l e S t . Y a r d , W b o r o

- M i d l a n d Rd., W b o r o

- M e m o r i a l s i n s t o c k

1916 ­ 21 

 1917, 1918,

 1916, 1919,

 1916, 1917 

 1919. 

 1919,

 1922 

 1920 

16. C o s t i n g s Book: 

Index and d e s c r i p t i o n s o f a l  l 
goods s t o c k e d by T.K. H i g g i n s , 
w i t h new p r i c e s & h a u l a g e / 
d e l i v e r y c o s t s . 

March 1915 - June 1953 

17. L e t t e r & p l a n from E. Brown & Son L t d 
t o T.H. H i g g i n s L t d . r e p r e p a r i n g 
stone s i l  l & jambs f o r window Oct/Nov. 1927 



T . H .	 H i g r i n s L t d . 

Sec t i on B 

Brochures , A d v e r t i s i n g L e a f l e t s & P r i c e L i s t s , 

1.	 P r i c e L i s t o f c u t t e r s & handles of 
Patent Stone D r e s s i n g Too l Company, Glasgow 1925 

2.	 P r i c e L i s t - s i e v e s & brushes e t c . 
of Stevens & Manning L t d . , London 1954 

3 .	 Brochure & p r i c e l i s t -

M u l t i p l e x & Axo S tone -Cut t e r s of 

J . G . Pau lds & C o . , Glasgow	 1939 

4 .	 Brochure & p r i c e l i s  t - s t e e l w i r e brooms 
& brushes of A Luson & Sons, London 1910 

5.	 Brochure & p r i c e l i s t - l e a t h e r & 
b e l t i n g p roduc ts of E . J  . Cooke L t d 
Manchester 1945 

6.	 P r i c e L i s t & brochure - moulded p l a s t i c 
t o i l e t seats o f Robert McArd & Co L t d . , 
Denton, Manchester , Lanes 1955 

7.	 Brochure & P r i c e L i s t o f stone washing 
t o o l s of J . G . Pau lds & Co, Glasgow 1920s 

8.	 L e a f l e t of moulded p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats 
o f Robert McArd & Co. L t d . Denton, Lanes 1950 

9. 


10.	 L e a f l e t of p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats - The 
K ings l and Co. (1897) L t d . 

11 .	 L e a f l e t of p a i n t spray & dust r e s p i r a t o r -
W i l l i a m McGregor & Sons, Glasgow & l e t t e r 
from them ask ing to send p r i c e l i s t f o r 
hard whi te p o l i s h i n g f e l t 1938 

12.	 L e a f l e t of moulded p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats -
Robert McArd & Co. L t d . , Denton, Lanes. 

13.	 P r i c e L i s t of Carborundum & A l o x i t e 
sharpening stones e t c . - The Carborundum 
Co. L t d . , Manchester 1922 

14.	 L e t t e r & p r i c e l i s  t of a luminium conta ine rs -
Prank P i t t s & Co. L t d . , Bur ton - o n - Trent 
& r e p l y from T . H . H i gg ins L t d . 1955 



1 5 .	 L e a f l e t of cemetery f l o w e r vase -
Acorn & Lumium Sales Co. L t d . , London 1 9 4 9 

1 6 .	 Brochure & P r i c e L i s t of carborundum 
& a b r a s i v e products f o r the stone trades -
The Carborundum Co. L t d . , Manchester 

1 7 .	 Brochure of Moulded p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats -
McArd & Co. L t d . , Denton, Lanes. 

1 8 .	 Brochure of S a n i t a r y seats - Robert 
McArd & Co. L t d , Denton Lanes. 1 9 2 7 

 11
1 9 .	 L e a f l e t "  " 1 9 2 2 

2 0 .	 L e a f l e t & p r i c e l i s t of s a n i t a r y seats 
& f i t t i n g s - Dolphin & Co. L t d , 
L i c h f i e l d 1 9 4 9 

2 1 .	 2 p r i c e l i s t s of wooden l a v a t o r y seats -
A. Jacques (Wood Mantels) L t d , Rayleigh, 
Essex 1 9 5 3 

2 2 .	 L e a f l e t of S a n i t a r y seat hinges - Henry 
Pox & Sons L t d , W a l s a l l 

2 3 .	 P r i c e l i s t of b u i l d i n g stone -
Benj. T. Thompson, stone merchant, 
Southov/ram, H a l i f a x	 1948 

2 4 .	 as above 1 9 5 1 

2 5 .	 P r i c e L i s t of hardware 
Wrights of Lymm, Cheshire 1958 

2 6 .	 L e a f l e t s & p r i c e l i s t s of diamond g r i t , 
masonry m a t e r i a l s e t c . - Harbro Supplies 
L t d . 1 9 5 7 

2 7 .	 L e t t e r s w i t h quotations f o r l e a t h e r 
b e l t i n g - E.J. Cooke L t d . & Jas Dawson 
& Son L t d , L i n c o l n 1 9 5 2 

2 8 .	 P r i c e L i s t of s o l i d p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats -
A Jacques (Wood Mantels) L t d , R a y l e i g h 1 9 5 2 

2 9 .	 L e a f l e t of p l a s t i c t o i l e t seats 
The K i n g s l a n d Company, London. 

3 0 .	 Bundle of l e a f l e t s & p r i c e l i s t s of p l a s t i c 
t o i l e t seats of The K i n g s l a n d Co., London 1 9 5 7 

3 1 .	 L e a f l e t & P r i c e L i s t of M u l t i p l e x & Axo 
Stone Cutters - J.G. Paulds & Co. Glasgow 1 9 4 5 

3 2 .	 L e t t e r s from Un i t e d Carborundum & E l e c t r i t e 
Works Co., 1 9 2 7 
& C e n t r a l Abrasive Co., 1 9 3 0 



3. 


3 3 .	 L e t t e r & P r i c e L i s t of machine c u t t e r s 
E. W.	 P i n d e r , London 1 9 2 5 

3 4 .	 P r i c e L i s t of Monumental s u p p l i e s 
V/. McGregor & Sons, Glasgow 1 9 5 7 

3 5 .	 Samples of p u t t y powder & t i n oxide 

of W. McGregor & Sons, Glasgow 


3 6 .	 P r i c e L i s t of c h i s e l s e t c . 

Harbro Supplies L t d . , Middlesbrough 


3 7 .	 P r i c e L i s t of punches 

M i l l s Bros. Kent. 




S e c t i o n C 


Miscellaneous 


1.	 A r t i c l e on the b u i l d i n g of the memorials
i n A l l S a i n t s Churchyard, N'pton by 
T. H. H i g g i n s L t d . , 

C h r o n i c l e & Echo. 


2 .	 A r t i c l e on C e l e b r a t i o n of 1 0 0 y r s of
T. H. H i g g i n s L t d . , 

Evening Telegraph 


3 .	 A r t i c l e on T. H. Higgins, i n
vV/B P i c t o r i a l Trade Record 

k.	 A p p r e n t i c e s h i p indenture of

Thomas Henry Hickman to 

T. H.	 K i g g i n s 


 c. 1 9 2 0 

 June 3 0 1 9 6 6 

 Dec. 1912 


 Nov. 1 8 9 5 


5 .	 Letterheads of T. H. K i g g i n s 1 8 8 4 , c . 1 8 9 0 & e a r l y 1 9 0 0 s 

6.	 Photograph of premises of c. 1 9 0 0 
T.H. H i g g i n s , Midland Rd, .V/B 

w i t h horse & c a r t 


7 .	 Photographs of John Hale Higgins & h i s w i f e Jane 1 9 1 2 
i n B r o o k l y n , U.S.A. 

8 .	 L e t t e r , John Hale Higgins from Brooklyn J u l y 1 9 1 2 
to Thomas Henry Higgins 

9 .	 L e t t e r , C.H. Higgins to Thomas 1 9 2 1 
Henry H i g g i n s J n r . 

1 0 .	 Photographs of the b u i l d i n g of 1 9 3 0 s 
St. I.!ary's Church Tower, Midland Rd. 


