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Introduction

In 1917 the Ministry of Shipping requested the Seafarers’' Committee of the Employers
Association of the Port of Liverpool to advise them on all questions arising between
owners and crews. This informal arrangement led to the establishment of the
National Maritime Board to oversee the pay and conditions on ships. The Liverpool
Association was not represented until 1919 because it disagreed with the Board's
original constitution. The revised Board was composed of sixty shipowners'
representatives and an equal number from the Trade Unions, with five panels for
masters, navigating officers, engineer officers, sailors and firemen, and catering crew.
The panels drew their representatives from district committees based on the major
ports. The Board provided a national forum for the negotiation of pay and conditions
in the shipping industry (taken from the Guide to the Records of Merseyside Maritime
Museum, Vol. 1, p. 72).

The collection contains minutes of the Board and its panels, 1939-1966, and minutes
of the Liverpool District Sailors' and Firemen's Panel, 1920-1950.

The collection was deposited at the Maritime Archives & Library, National Museums
Liverpool, as an indefinite loan by Mr. R. Campkin, Regional Manager, General
Council of British Shipping on the 20 March 1984.

The collection is accessible to any reader within the Maritime Archives & Library
Searchroom.

The Maritime Archives & Library also holds the National Maritime Board's Year Book,
a summary of then current agreements for standard rates of pay, conditions of
employment and other relevant agreements made by the National Maritime Board,
1956-1975 (Reference D/GC).

The University of Warwick, Modern Records Centre, holds minutes and yearbooks of
the National Maritime Board, 1919-1974 (Reference MSS.367/NMB).
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1/1 - 27 National Minutes 1939 - 1966

2/1 Liverpool District Sailor's and Firemen's Panel 1920 - 1950
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D/NMB/1 - 2 NATIONAL MARITIME BOARD 1920 - 1966
1/1-27 National Minutes 1939 - 1966
1 Minutes of all panels. 1939
2 Minutes of all panels. 1940
3 Minutes of full board and panels. 1941
4 Minutes of all panels. 1942
5 Minutes of full board and panels. 1943
6 Minutes of all panels. 1944
7 Minutes of all panels. 1945
8 Minutes of all panels. 1946
9 Minutes of all panels. 1947
10 Minutes of all panels. 1948
11 Minutes of all panels. 1949
12 Minutes of all panels. 1950
13 Minutes of all panels. 1951
14 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1952
15 Minutes of all panels. 1953
16 Minutes of all panels. 1954
17 Minutes of all panels. 1955
18 Minutes of all panels. 1956
19 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1957
20 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1958
21 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1959
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D/NMB/1 - 2 NATIONAL MARITIME BOARD (cont) 1920 - 1966
1/1-27 National Minutes (cont) 1939 - 1966
22 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1960
23 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1961
24 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1962
25 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1963
26 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1965

27 National Maritime Board - Minutes. 1966
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D/NMB/1 - 2 NATIONAL MARITIME BOARD (cont) 1920 - 1966
2/1 Liverpool District Sailor's and Firemen's Panel 1920 - 1950
1 Minute Book of Meetings. 9 Apr 1920 -

5 Jul 1950
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