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INTRODUCTION  
 

 
 
 
The Monroe family's first involvement in shipowning was in 1897 when William 
Monroe bought the iron steamer Vindomora for shipping coal from South Wales.  In 
1912 his cousin, Kenneth Monroe, in association with two others, purchased the 
steamer Blairmore (later Ballater), and began buying coal direct from the collieries for 
export.  Kenneth joined the army in the First World War and in 1917 the company's 
coasters were sold to J.C. Gould.  In 1919 Kenneth set up the Monroe Shipping Co., 
Ltd., bought nine small coasters from J.S. Monks of Liverpool, and opened an office 
at 30 Brunswick Street, Liverpool.  In 1920 he was joined by his two brothers, Robert 
and William.  Ships were registered under various company names, and the name of 
Monroe Shipping was wound up in 1925.  In 1931 Monroe Brothers Co., Ltd., was 
formed and became the predominant registered company.  By 1936 Monroe Brothers 
Co., Ltd. transferred all the steamers under their management to Kyle Shipping Co., 
Ltd., and all new acquisitions had the prefix "Kyle" in their names. 
 
Between 1939 and 1944 the three brothers died, and the business was run for the 
following two years by Mrs. Ann Monroe, assisted by her manager, Hector Oliphant.  
In 1946 her son, Kenneth, was demobilised from the Royal Navy and took over the 
reins, to be joined in 1954 by his brother, Robert.  This began a change in the 1950s 
and 1960s to larger vessels and increased continental and transatlantic trade using 
motor ships.  In 1969 the Kyle Shipping Co., Ltd.'s last vessel was sold to the 
Stephenson Clarke Group and in the same year the Monroe Brothers activated the St. 
Vincent Shipping Co., Ltd., and became minor shareholders and managers of two 
deep-sea ships.  This company was eventually wound up in January 1979 but with the 
Monroes remaining as ship brokers, managers and shipowners' advisors based in Old 
Hall Street, Liverpool (see also James Chambers & Co., Ltd.). 
 
The collection is accessible to any reader within the Maritime Archives & Library 
Searchroom. 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 1897 - 1979 
 

 1/1 - 14 Various Log Books 1969 - 1978 
 

  1 (a) Log Book of the Ana Ranata. Jan 1972 - 
Mar 1973 
 

 (b) Mate's Log Book of the Ana Ranata. May 1972 
 

 (c) Chief Officer's Log Book of the Ana Ranata. Jan 1972 - 
Apr 1973 
 

  2 Log Books of the Helen Miller. Jul 1969 - 
Apr 1971 
 

  3 (a) Log Book of the Helen Miller. May 1971 - 
Dec 1971 
 

 (b) Log Book of the Helen Miller. May 1973 - 
June 1974 
 

 (c) Letter File containing voyage reports, extracts of deck log, and 
records of deviations of the Helen Miller. 

1972 - 1975 
 
 

  4 Log Books of the Helen Miller. Jul 1974 - 
Dec 1975 
 

  5 (a) Log Books of the Helen Miller. Jan 1976 - 
Dec 1976 
 

 (b) Letter File containing voyage reports, extracts of deck log and 
records of deviations of the Helen Miller. 

1976 - 
 
 

  6 Log Book of the Helen Miller. Jan 1977 - 
June 1978 
 

  7 Chief Officer's Log Books of the Helen Miller. 14 Jul 1969 - 
Dec 1971 
and 
May 1973 - 
Dec 1974 
 

  8 (a) Deck Log Book of the Helen Miller. 12 Feb 1975 - 
12 May 1975 
 

 (b) Chief Officer's Log Book of the Helen Miller. 1 Jan 1975 - 
June 1978 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 1/1 - 14 Various Log Books (cont) 1969 - 1978 
 

  9 Ship's Victualling Books of the Helen Miller. Oct 1975 - 
June 1978 
 

  10 Chief Officer's Log Books of the Susan Miller. 7 Oct 1972 - 
Dec 1974 
 

  11 Log Book of the Susan Miller. Oct 1972 - 
June 1973 
 

  12 Log Book of the Susan Miller. Jul 1973 - 
Dec 1975 
 

  13 Log Books of the Susan Miller. Jan 1976 - 
June 1978 
 

  14 Chief Officer's Log Books of the Susan Miller. 1 Jan 1975 - 
3 Jul 1978 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 2/1 - 8 Maintenance Records 1947 - 1979 
 

  1 Maintenance Records of the Helen Miller. 1947 - 1949 
 

  2 Maintenance Records of the Helen Miller; includes a list of costs. 1950 - 1951 
 

  3 Maintenance Records of the Helen Miller; includes a list of costs. 1952 - 1953 
 

  4 Maintenance Records of the Helen Miller; includes letters. 1954 - 1955 
 

  5 Maintenance Records of the Helen Miller. 1956, 1957, 
and 1958 
 

  6 Folder containing Engine Coupling Breakdown for the Helen Miller. 1 Oct 1974 - 
27 Jul 1978 
 

  7 Folder containing letters re insurance claims for the Helen Miller. 1974 - 1979 
 

  8 Summary of Planned Maintenance Schedule for the Helen Miller. n.d. 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 3/1  General Journal of the Kyle Shipping Co., Ltd. 1941 - 1967 
 

  1 General Journal. 1941 - 1967 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 4/1 - 4 Miscellaneous Plans c.1900 
 

  1 Miscellaneous Plans. c.1900 
 

  2 Miscellaneous Plans. n.d. 
 

  3 Miscellaneous Plans including the Kylie Bute. n.d. 
 

  4 Miscellaneous Plans including the Kylecroft. n.d. 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 5/1 - 2 Miscellaneous Records 1897 - 1950s 
 

  1 Miscellaneous records and photographs. 1930s - 1950s 
 

  2 S.C. Chambers, Ship-Brokers 1897 - 1944 
 

 (a) Ship-brokers Account Book. 1897 - 1912 
 

 (b) Ship-brokers Account Book. 1914 - 1944 
 

 (c) Monroe Brothers Ledger. 1939 - 1941 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 6/1  Correspondence Files 1977 - 1979 
 

  1 Files of international correspondence from all over the World. 
[14 files] 

1977 - 1979 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 7/1  Miscellaneous Plans re Monroe Brothers c.1940s - 1950s 
 

  1 Miscellaneous Plans (2 boxes of Monroe Brothers plans in plan 
chest area). 

c.1940s - 1950s 
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B/MON/1 - 8 MONROE BROTHERS CO., LTD. & KYLE SHIPPING CO., LTD. 
(cont) 

1897 - 1979 
 
 

 8/1 - 3 Various Ledgers 1930 - 1964 
 

  1 Working Accounts Ledger. 1930 - 1933 
 

  2 Accounts Ledger. 1958 - 1959 
 

  3 Accounts Ledger. 1962 - 1964 
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