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Note on Access 


Access t o the A r c h i v e i s by appointment. E n q u i r i e s should 

be addressed t o The A r c h i v i s t , Thomas Cook Group L t d , 45 

B e r k e l e y S t r e e t , London W1A 1EB. 




Introduction 


Thomas Cook (1808-92), a cabinet maker, Baptist preacher 

and temperance advocate, arranged excursions i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n with the Midland Counties ( l a t e r Midland) 

Railway from 1841. From 1854 he devoted himself f u l l - t i m e 

to t r a v e l agency, and began to enter the f i e l d of 

continental t r a v e l . The firm changed i t s name to Thomas 

Cook and Son i n 1871, and i n 1878 Thomas Cook resigned the 

management of the concern i n favour of his son John Mason 

Cook (1834-99). By the 1890s i t had grown into an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l business, with branches i n many countries 

and a f l o u r i s h i n g banking and exchange department. Family 

control was maintained u n t i l the 1920s. 


The surviving archive of the firm dates mainly from the 

years following the opening of i t s Ludgate Circus 

headquarters i n 1873, but there are considerable gaps due 

to l a t e r destruction and war damage. For Thomas Cook 

himself there are a few l e t t e r s and papers, but there i s 

more material documenting the expansion of the firm under 

John Mason Cook, including correspondence and a series of 

agreement books. Of considerable value to business and 

s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n s , however, i s the large quantity of 

surviving printed material, beginning with the products of 

Thomas Cook himself as p r i n t e r and p u b l i c i s t . 


The minute books of the company were not seen, but these 

may be kept at i t s present headquarters near Peterborough. 

The l i b r a r y and archives are housed i n the Berkeley Street 

building that was the previous headquarters, between 

cl925 and cl975, of Thomas Cook and Son Ltd, and i s now 

the i n t e r n a t i o n a l group headquarters. Minutes and related 

papers for the period 1943-58, when the company was i n 

public ownership, are now i n the Public Record O f f i c e 

(RAIL 1000). The Company was sold back to private 

enterprise i n 1972. 


The l i b r a r y and archives were v i s i t e d on 20 March 1990, 

and the Commissions thanks are due to the A r c h i v i s t , Mr E 

Swinglehurst, and his colleagues for t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y on 

that occasion. 


ME ELLIS 

RJ OLNEY 


May 1990 




Summary 


Copies o f agreements C1875-1927 (11 v o l s ) , i n c l u d i n g 

l e a s e s o f premises, agreements w i t h c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l w a y 

companies, e t c . (The e a r l i e s t agreements appear t o have 

been t r a n s c r i b e d i n the e a r l y 20th century.) 


Correspondence and b u s i n e s s papers 1870s-1890s, i n c l u d i n g 

l e t t e r s from Thomas Cook t o h i s w i f e and t o The Times (the 

l a t t e r b e i n g c o p i e s ) r e l a t i n g t o h i s world t o u r 1872-3, 

l e t t e r s from Rudyard K i p l i n g and o t h e r c l i e n t s , l e t t e r 

book o f John Mason Cook 1879-83, l e t t e r book r e l a t i n g t o 

Cook v J e n k i n s (a d i s p u t e w i t h an American p a r t n e r ) 188 3 

(with typed copy o f p r o c e e d i n g s ) , C a i r o o f f i c e l e t t e r book 

e a r l y 1880s, l e t t e r s from JM Cook t o h i s son A l b e r t i n 

Egypt 1889-93 (1 f o l d e r ) , and p e r s o n a l correspondence o f 

JM Cook C1890-8 (1 f o l d e r ) . 


Record book, Boulac yard (near C a i r o ) , r e l a t i n g t o the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f N i l e steamers, 1904-17, i n c l u d i n g c o p i e s 

o f i n v e n t o r i e s . 


T r a v e l d i a r i e s , i n c l u d i n g d i a r y o f Miss Jemima M o r r e l l 

1863 ( f i r s t e x c u r s i o n t o S w i t z e r l a n d by the J u n i o r U n i t e d 

A l p i n e Club) (2 v o l s ) , d i a r y o f Miss Riggs ( f i r s t t o u r t o 

Egypt and the Holy Land) 1869, and d i a r y o f a v i s i t t o the 

V i c t o r i a F a l l s 1903. 


S u b j e c t f i l e s from 1860s ( i n albums or guard books), 

arranged by country, type o f t r a v e l , or p a r t i c u l a r events. 

S e r i e s i n c l u d e s both MS and p r i n t e d items, i n c l u d i n g 

l e t t e r s , b i l l s and r e c e i p t s , p a s s p o r t s , t i c k e t s and 

l a b e l s . Some items are from the a r c h i v e , o t h e r s have been 

g i v e n by former employees or c l i e n t s . 


P r i n t e d matter C1850 t o date, i n c l u d i n g a run o f The 

E x c u r s i o n i s t (from 190 3 the T r a v e l l e r ' s Gazette) 

£1851-1939 (indexed), w i t h c o p i e s o f overseas e d i t i o n s i n 

v a r i o u s languages, handbooks, t i m e t a b l e s , guides, 

brochures (bound volumes mainly from C1895), p o s t e r s , 

photographs, f i l m s , e t c . 



