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1883

2-19 1874-1902

2.

3.

1874

1875

July 3

Aug.3

MEMORIES of Capt., Robert Thomas of
Llandwrog written in a letts's Diary
for 18832,

Correspondence of Capt. Lobert Thomas:

LETTER: [Capt.] Robert Thomas, ship Glentilt,
Holyhead Harbour to [Miss Kate] Jameson,
apologising for being so long in writing to
her. ke left Liverpool at midnight on
Tuesday in tow of a steamer and arrived at
Holyhead after a rough passage after failing

to pet further, Yihis ig rather a poor
beginning for me in my new capacity, but cant
be helped'. GClad she likes Erighton: she scema
to like everyvhere better than Llandwrog. Glad
aleo to hear of Miss Emily [VWynn]'s forthcoming
marriage, It 1s time more of them around
Glyn[llifon ] vwere married.

POSTSCRIPT: ls will post thie letter tomorrow
if possible. Eorry she has no friends at
Eristol or Cardiff, Asks her to write to him
at 4 Louisa Btreet, Cardiff; if the wind comes
fair, he ghould be there in about 2 days.

LETTER: [ Capt.] Robert Thomas, ship Glentilt
Point Lobos, Callao, Peru, Bouth America to

[Miss Eate | Jameson, thanking her for her

letter with all the news. Le 13 very sorry

to learn that she has 1left Glyn[llifon],

and hopes she will be happy in her new home.

He will come and see her even to Bcotland

if the Guano Loading Company will ever give

him a load, 7There is no prospect of getting
away from here for some three months longer,

eo asks her to write again, This place is a

new deposit, so they are very backward with

the work, ‘There are over 100 vessels here now,
most of them empty like the Glentilt. The Welsh
here have gtarted & teetotallers' meeting
following the example of some Americans and now
every Welsh Captain end most of the officers

end many of the men have signed the pledge. There
are fifteen Welsh ships here. If she does not
bear from him from this place again, aske her

to write to him at Falmouth, c/o Mr. Toms, tailor
and draper, Falmouth. Incloses a programme of
the next Temperance meeting on board the ship
Malabar., (Capt. Thomas is one of the comductors).



4.

S

1877

1478

Bept. &

Fow.7

LETTRR: [Capt. ] John C, Ferguson, 92 Windsor
Bt., Liverpool to Capt, [Robert] Thomas,
sckoowlaiging receipt of his letter, le is
glod Capt, Thomas is pleased with the ship:
she has cost a deal of money and hes a fair
prospect tO repay it, Capt. Flke will give
eny help he can: he is to relieve Capt,
¥illisnson on his errival. %Thus Capt, Thomas
rust do his best to get to know shippers,
ageats and coast workers and endeavour to

get the ship loaded and away. B5he is to load
ot Fast Bute, bui bhe cannot find a second mate
to suit, iopes thet the four men Capt.

vonaes has will give satisfaction, Is sorry
about the detention. «dvipes him to hurry
the shippers nll he can, to pee Mr. :eild,
Coal Tips, nlse the foroman of Glamorgan,

Hr, Hews and Hr, Duman.Asks hin to keep

him inforued as to how things work out,
prespects, and about the sounding of the
puzps as Pike will be busy at the Elbe,

LETTEX: (Hughes & Co, ], ¥enal Eridre to

Capt, [Robert)] Thomas, British Princess et
[Shiclds |, mcknowledging receipt of Lis letter,
and hoping that by nmow the ship is in .
dlgcherging berth, They note that he had a
good pussage from Flymouth to the Goodwins and
& hord beat from there to Shields, sk to
know the amount of invard towege incurred.
Cbservations on charges for outward pilotage
from Plymouth: the same rules arnd regulztions
/PPy ns at Falwouth,

The Tyane Dock Co., as Capt. Ferguscn will have
fnforped him, take the discharpging of the

ceargo and Capt, _erguson will have narced two

or threo check clerks wvho offered their

services and adviesd him which to engage.

Ak to be informsed of srrangemsnts uade,
Detailod instructions regarding keeping tally
of the ocargo and the roles of the cheok olerk
and mate, and the need for keeping a strict
watch on the scalas, The ghip must not "deliver
& single huadred weight of (uano, but what she
gets freight paid upon'. Enclose a table of
previous discherging of Guano st Hawburg in 1876
for bis guidance in cliecking her present output.
tUlve most particular directions for dealing
with aany damaged Guano on board, They hope

the cargo is free from stones. (Letter incomplete].




G,

1880 Aug,’

1880

{1886

Bopt,.18

July 31]

LETTER; ‘4lliem Malcomson,Oswald Hordaumt

and Co,, shipbuilders, bouthaumpton to Capt.

ik, '"homas, Penrallt Coftage, Llandwrog,

poknowledging receipt of his letter. (e is not

surprised to learn that he has declined to keep

comaand of the Oritish Princess on the terms

he states, but '"the simple fact 18 the timber

trade is such a poor trade at best, that it

can neithor pay a first clasa ship or shipmaster?,
l# has been at Southarpton since April

superintending ship building snd will be bare

all hovember, so is out of touch with

vhat is happening in Liverpool. ./ pologises that

there are no openingeé in thelr employ at present.

They sold the bargue Per Ardus recently end

the captain is going in this ship [now under

construction]. e will let him know 1f he

learns of a suitable pituation. #rs,. kelcomson

Joine with him in sendinpg repgards to hrs. Thomas

end baby. iopes he finds & ship with remmeration

woro in keeping with his own ideas than the one

ba is leaving. But he nust remember that

A Bocond class ship cannct afford to pay a

first class salary to & ehip naster.

COPY LETTER: !ughes & Co., MHenal Eridge to

Capt, R. Thonas, stating in reply to his enquiry
that bhe has served in their ships from 1684-
1880 as A.l. in the ships John Davies and Disraeli,

3rd mate in the Buperior, Znd mato of the
horthusberland and buperior, three voyeges

a8 chief mate of the linnehsha to West Coast
Bouth America and during the last six years,
wasater of the ships Glentilt and bBritish Princesa.
Ao they mre parting witn the wooden vessels and
replacing them, they can see no prospect of

& vacancy and part with him with regret. GElould
A vacancy ocour, they will be happy to give

him the sppointwment.

LETTER: ([Capt,] li[cbert] Thones, kerioneth at
pea to his wife [Eate] Thomas, Tanlan Cottage,
Segontium Road, Carnarvon, telling her how sad
be was st their parting, and how anxious about
Brucey. Asks her to write to lirs, Frice to
thank her and Hiss Price for coming to see him
oft,

Ferguson told him to tow only short distances,
but he must tow 28 far as Holyhead as the ship
is in such o mess. ~ sks ber to write when he is
60 days out o/o Henxies end Eingham, and to
send the weekly Hercury.




8,

10.

lags

1888

Jan,.21

March 27

LETTER: [Capt.] R[obert] Thomas, Frisco to
his wife [Eate] Thomas, informing her with
great pleasure of 'this fine passage the best
for 10 years of any ship to Frisco'. ‘he
Flintehire, which galled nearly a month ahead
of him, has not arrived. 1he Carnarvonshire
is here, but they have beaten her by 3 weeks,
He has received no letters yet. Williamson is
here after a passage of 153 days. Their own,as.
she kuows, was only 96 days. Tom is well, but
he does not think he will have time to write
today. .

LETTER: ([Capt.) R[obert] Thomas, San Francisco to
his wife, [Eate ] “homas, Tanlan Cottage, Carnarvon,
He pnever expected to be here so long or he would
not have stopped her writing so soon, I has not
had one man yet. He 18 sending several papers
[containing an sccount of the record breaking
voyage of the lerioneth] by the same mail, to
themselves also to Barrack, Mcliillan, William
and H, Jones of the Golden Goat, also one

a piece to the [family] in Glasgow. He will

say nothing of the Welsh present until he
receives it.

Agks her to write to Bcott at Falmouth esking
him to wire his arrival off the Lizard and ifhis
orders are there in case he poeg to Falmouth,
Flerce and Hoberts strongly advise him not to
go to Cork, If she possibly can, asks her to
bring the children with her, ke wishes they
were sent to Dublin rather than Liverpool:
they would have more time together. He has sent
a paper to Mr, Griffith, 5 North Church Street,

‘also to Capt. Evans, FEe hopes he may have a

fine ship to take them with him as he is very
lonely without them, Le is flylng his fine
flag every day and it is greatly admired.
VWonders whether Brucey could work it with wools
and have it framed, He would like to see all
the notices from the paper nicely pasted
together and framed by the time he gets home.
He sends every notice to the clever cnes and
copies of the Journal of Commerce.

Continued 50 March 1888: lot a sallor shipped
yet, It is too bad to be kept here so -long
after his fine passage. [& has no heart to
write to the children, He is sending s preat
lot of papers to Carnarvon by this mail, to

T, Thomas, Capt. Parry, Capt., Owens, kirs.
Edwarda, R. Jones, Editor of the Observer etec.,
Lewie Lewis and Mr, De. ‘inton, also to

T.0, Jonea,
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10. (continued He has made Tom & bostswain as it will give
him experience of commending sailors for when
he gets to be second mate. Mr. Etewart
has pent her address to his cousim in Queenstown
who will wire her when the ship is off the port.
Plerce is being loaded very quickly, so will
probably be awey the same time as them., s will
most 1likely send her some photographs of the
[Merioneth ] before he leaves: he thinks she will
adnire them, especially the group photograph.

Ie planning a picnic at Dinas Dinlle for when
he returns home, Ie busy making a hencoop for
the fowls. lLe ie getting very fat.

11. 1888 March 31 LETTER: [Capt.] R[obert] Thomas, San Francisco
. to his wife [Eate] Thomas, telling her that

he still has only two men which is very
annoying. The Dolbadarn Castle arrived yesterday,
144 days. The young mam from Dublin, who at
Capt. Thomas's recomnmendation was made third
mate of the Dolbadarn Castle was killed on the
voyage when he fell off the crosstree to
the deck. Ie has at last received the stick
and it is quite beautiful with a gold and gold
quartz handle. Thomas Wood is wery 111, but
Beems to be on the turn to recovery. Hopes
they have a nice discharging port where they
can all live on board more comfortably than in
lodgings.
FOSTECRIPT: he hae got b men today and now
requires only one more. le salls on Tuesday
morning,
Appended:
2 NEWSPAPER CUTTINGS re the presentation to
Capt. Thomas of the ship Merioneth by Prof.Thomas
Price at his assay office corner of Bacramento
and Leidesdorff Streets, of a guarts gold headed
cane in recognition of Capt. Thomas's record
breasking passage from Cardiff to San Francisco
in 96 days.

bl [1888 Apri1] LETTER: [Capt.] Dob Thomas, ship Meriometh
500 miles off Falmouth to his daughters
Brucey [Catherine Bruce] and Cellia [Cecilia
Ruth] Thomas, Tanlan Cottage, Carnarvon. ke
expects to get in about Saturday. Tells
them that he thinks of them conatantly. Tells
them all about the antics of Ned, Dick and
Joe the three little cocks on board (the
bantam hens being all dead). i@ finishes this
letter at Falmouth where he has just
received Celia's letter.

e e 1k 4




12, (continued A :
LETTER: John Thomas (Llamnor] at [Falmouth]

to Cellia [Cecilia Euth Thomae], saying that

bhe was very pleased that she had written such a
nice welcome letter to her father. %hey are
both together again as they were in Cardiff,

and have hopes of being ordered to the same

port mgain, Pleased to hear that she is
studying so well. Corry to hear that her

mother has been so poorly, also Baby and Brucey.
Capt, Thomas was very pleased to receive Brucey's
letter. 4Aske her to tell Mrs, Thonmas

that he is quite well.

13, 1880 Jan,13  LETTER: [Capt.] B[obert] Thomas, Bombay to his
deughter Brucey [Catherine Bruce] Thonas,
Tanlan Cottage, Carnarvon, thanking her for
her letters, and the Chrisimas cards from
them all, He is glad to hear that she is
studying history. Gives his personal opinion
of the achievements of sll of the British
monarchs from William the Conguerer to George
III.,

He is very worried about them all in
Carnarvon with the fever about, Is glad
she enjoyed herself at Glasgow and that the
Exhibition was enlightening, It has been
a very noisy Sunday in Eombay, deckfuls of
natives, barbers with thelr raszors,

. shoemakers repairing shoes on deck,
tailors mending clothes, jugglers with
charmed enakes, crepe shawl vendors and ostrich
feathar seollers, He is afraid his wife will .
conmplain he has wasted his money on overpriced
items, Is gled to hear that she is kind to
baby Isabella, HMisses them all greatly. le
is getting very thin, this hot weather is
very unbealthy.

14, 1889 Jan,.26 LETTER; [Capt.] R[obert] Thomas, Bombay, to
his daughter Brucey [Catherine Bruce | ihomas,
Tanlan Cottage, Carnarvon. He was very
disappointed not to receive & letter from her
with the last meil. Le wants her to write
often so that she will learn to spell. Imphasizes
the importance of correct grammar and spelling.
Thought he wes going to sail to Akyab next weolk.
All the crew are well.



14, (continued

15,

16*

1388

1889

Feb,24

Feb,23

Yesterday he went to watch the ascent of
& balloon: there was a crowd of thousands present.
fsks her whether ghe knew that Bombay is the
second largest city in the British empire.

Il wishes they were all with him: it is &
very lonely life in his old cabin all alone all
day. 7Tells her how important her education is:
ehe must try to grow up to bs a clever young
woman, She will also have to help at houe
a8 they will not be able to afford a servant
when she is grown up., This letter is meant
for Celia as well s&s herselif. Be has some very
pretty presents for them.

LETTER; ([Capt.] R{obert] Thomas, Bay of

Bengal to his daughter Cellia [Cecilia Ruth]
Thomas, saying that he hasn't received a letter
from her. There is no news &s they are meking
8 long passage and the weather 1is so hot. e
is longing for a letter from home as he is
worried about Baby a8 she was so 111 when he
heard last. ie has very nice presents for her
which he will send home from Falmouth, If he
goes to the continent, only Baby is to come
with Mama, and Cellia and Brucey must go to
stay with Uncle Tom at Tanygroeslon.

Continued 10 Larch 1888: :as arrived at
Bassein after a passage of 30 days from
Bombay to Akyab and 48 hours from Akyab to
Bagsein River. He received no letters at
Azyab, but one from Mama and Brucey at Bassein.
Vhen he comea home they st have Dafydd
Caellywarch for two days and go to Bothesda,
Enowdon and Beddgelert and ask Hr. and Mrs.
Roberts, Davy and Bertie and bir. and Mrs,
Prichard to go with them to Dinas Dinlle.
Asks to be remembered to Ritchie and the
Stanfields and Atkinsons.

LETTER: [Capt.] R[obert] Thomas, Bay of Bengal
to his daughter Brucey [Catherine Bruce] Thomas,
Tanlan Cottage, Carpnarvon. He has no news to
give her but hopes to receive a good long letier
from her when he arrives at Akyab, %ielle her
all sbout the history of Britain from the time
of the Roman occupation to the reign of Hing
John, and the importance of Magna Carta, the
foundation of the British Comstitution.



16, (continued Continued 26 Feb. 1889: le was exceedingly pleased
with her letter, it was well written. GChe is
very good to look after Baby. Thinks that her
belng kept at school umtil 5..0 is too long.
Glad to hear that Jemnie is with them again,.
le is very lonely. He is sorry but camot
write to Cellia umtil she writes to him, All
their cargo 1s out and so he will be away in
two days time. She will get the next letter
from Akyab, hopefully in less than & month after
this one. 4Asks ber to write to her grandmother
at Tanlan, [Llandwrog)] and her grandmother at
Glasgow to say that he is sailing for Akyab.

17, 1881 July 31 LETTER: H.R,. Davies, Hughes & Co., Menal Bridge
to Capt. [Robert] Thomas, iiericneth, offering
him the coumand of a new ship of about 2000 tons
which will be completed in 6 or 7 months time.
They would not require his services until she
begins to rig out in 4 or 5 months time, Asks
him on what terns he would be prepared to stop
at home for this periloed.

18, 1891 Bept,.28 LETTER: H.E, Davies, Hughes & Co., Menail Bridge

to Capt. [Robert] “homas, informing him that
°  accordipng to a report received firom ligssrs,

&ttephens the Duilders, the Afon Alaw is likely
to be completed and delivered in 2% months
from date. ‘%Gherefore it is likely that Capt.
Thomas will be required in Glsspow in less
than the 2 months previously indicated to look
after pundry natters, perticularly the setting
up of rigging. Asks hin in the meantime to
f£ind out bow other ships ere fitted up, so
that when he arrives at Glasgow, he will lmow
how best to fit out their vessel.

18. 1%02 Dec. LETIER: [Capt. hobert Thomae], San Francisco
to Hesers. Hughes & Co., reporting his safe
arrival after a terrible long passape. Had a
good passape from Swanses to the River Plate
passing Rio in 38 days, and about 50 days to
the Plate where they met a fearful gale which
tlhrew the ship on her beam end on account of
the ghifting of the cargo. Coal from Swansea
was as usual not half trimmed., There are a lot
of holes in the lower hold and he does not think
that there are 200 tons on the tween decks
and the ship has been rolling terribly as &
result., Gives a graphic account of the storm,
the ice burgs and the snow blizzards around



18, (contimued

20-:3 1888
20, [1sss
21, [1s888
22, 1888

23, (1888

Jan. ]

Jan, ]

March ]

Cape Horn. 'I have come round C, Horm to

the westwards 28 times and it's no
exagreration to state that I never had such
weather as this', i# came without cook or
steward on this journey, but mever will again
a8 "there has been no end of growling sbout the
food'. He intended this letter for the owners,
but is sending them a better ome.

Attached:

HEWSBPAPER CUTTING from a San Francisco paper
with details of shipping intelligence. Uives
an account of the voyage of the Afon Alaw from
Bwensea to San Francisco throupgh terrible stormy
weather (a8 described in letter above),

(This letter is in an envelope esddresased to
Mre, Thomas, 27 Berkley Btreet, Liverpool,
England},

Kewspaper reports of the record breaking passage
of the Merioneth, Capt. ..obert Thomas, Irom
Cerdiff to San Francisco in $6 days, 1887/88:

KEWSPAPER CUITING being & record of the passage
of the Merioneth from Cardiff to [San Francisco]
in 87 [eic] days.

FEWSPAPER CUTTI¥G re the record breaking voyage
of the ship Merioneth with a cargo consigmed to
J.D. Spreckels & Co,, from Cardiff to San
Prancisco in 96 days.

EDITIOH of the Daily Journal of Commerce of
San Francisco containing = report om the
record breaking voyage of the Hericmeth, Capt.
Iobert Thomas, from Cardiif to San

Francisco in 86 days.

HEWSPAPER CUTTING re the presentation by

Mr. J.D. Spreckels of the firm of J.D.
Spreckels & Bro., to the British ship lerioneth
of a flag in recognition of her passapge of

96 days from Cardiff [to San Francisco], the
quickest ever recorded. The flag is of white
material, 15 x 20 feet and in the upper left
hand corner is the Union Jack and in the one
beneath it is the Bpreckels' louse flag,
ilagonnlly through the centre is a blue arrow
with the word “larioneth' sbove and 'u6 days'
below, The ship is owned by Hughes & Co,, of
Yorth Wales.




24-34 1903  March -  Letters written and telegrams received by
May Miss Catherine Eruce Thomas, eldest daughter of
Capt. :..obert Thomas, after she had travelled to
tan Francisco to be with her father during his
last illness:

<4, 1903 March 4  LETTER: C[atherine] Bl[ruce] Thomas, Ship Afon
Alaw Hartinez, California to Capt. Malcomson.
She has arrived at her jourmey's end after
travelling for 15 days. che describes the Bay
of Hartinez, 35 to 40 miles from the sea coast
and a considerable distance from San Francisco,
the Italian town of Venecia on one side of the
bay and the emall settlement of MHartinez which
has a mized population of Irish and Italians,
The bay is a freshwater one and on the hills
around there are groups of tall Californian
trecs and in the wvalleys and shaded spots
orcharde of fruit trees, all in bloom. Calmon
is caught in the bay by Italian fisheimen,
Freight for ships at the present time is
only l4s. but there are good prospects for a
prosperous harvest and a good freight home.
The pmallest vessel in the harbour is a 12,00
ton barque, which together with another full
rigged ship, belongs to Crawford of Glasgow.
A fine four masted ship has been lying
idle here 14 months because of the drop in
freight, It is a matter of great satisfaction
" to the owners of the wvaricus ships that the
eallors have nearly all deserted. They themselves
have only 9 men on board including officers,
and 2 of these are young boys and 2 others
acting cook and steward, But they are able
to work the anchor chain by using a donkey
engine; the other ships have to borrow men
to do so, They are now painting the inside of
the hold; the paint has been bought locally
and is expensive,

Papa's eyesight ia improving, but his general
health is very poor, He has been living on
milk foodas and beef tea only for two months.
They heard that several ships during this
bad weather turned back at the Horm and went
round the Cape of Good Hope, among which was
the Pegassus which arrived here after all hope
had been abandoned, Bhe hopes to arrive home
in a few months,




1903

1903

March 13

Harch 26

LETTER: '"Ratty' [Catherine Bruce Thomaa],
Martinez, Contra Costa County, California

to her gister Cecillia, relating the history

of a trip she mede with her father and Gen.
Thompson to San Francisco. They travelled
around in a dilapldated buggy belonging to
Llewellyn Davies, rigger to all the sailing
ships, and met many fine captaing including

the captain of the Pegassus, a very old

friend of Papa's. Papa is improving though
8till only taking invalid food. General
Thompson treated them to dinner and being

worn out with tramping for houra to the
hospital and the Doctors, were invited to

spend the night with Mr. and Mre. Jones, Bryn
Cawe at their luxurious Californiasn home,

My, Jopes i8 a relatiomn of '"Tenby Hotel®

and a f£ine and rich elderly gentleman. &he
does not care much for San Francisco - it is
such a hectic and expensive place to live,

They returned to Martinez this evening and
were met by Gen. Thoupson, his second officer,
*Our Dick" and 2 from the half deck, Johns

the carpenter of Anglesea etc. Tells her sister
about the two other women in the bay, a Captain's
wife who is very strong minded and religious
gnd not much liked and another wvery young wife.
&he herself has been playing end singing at

2 or 3 of their tradespeople's houses. ‘lheir
butcher, greengrocoer and barber are all Italian
and their grocer Irish. ‘There are no cake shops,
drapers or stationers here as in England., Talks
about the local children. £he has got Cecilia
Bcme nice things.

LETTER: ‘Ratty' [Catherine Bruce Thomas],
Martinez to her sister 'iouse' [Roberta Isabeal],
gaylng that she is sorry to hear of her being
so poorly. They are all interested to hear of
her confirmation, Papa has been very weak today
'gocarce able to 1ift his head' after having some
Btrong medicine yesterday. A doctor from
Martinez called yesterday, but could recommend
no better treatment, This afternoon, General
Thompson brought Capt. .urchie of the Lady
ventworth to vieit: his ship is larger than
theirs but *there is no craft in the harbour to
compare with the Afon Alaw for model'. Capt.
Vurchie is & Scotsman and his family live at
Androepan. There was a social at the Mission
Hall here yesterday to which she was invited,
but declined to go on account of having to
leave Papa. The young members of the crew went
to a Circus, in the village last night, but
were very disappointed by it. The Captain's
wife of the Cawdor, the largest ship here, has
started to travel here from Orkney after
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26, (continued

27,

28,

[1803 April]

1908 . April 11

delaying 7 months for fear of the journey.
kyveryone lives aft here as they do on most of
the ships, The last of the Anglesea's crew,
the nigger cook, ran away last week, so there
are only the officers left, including a young
Bpaniard and Paton's nephew, Fraton has been
sent on board for a week to help out.

LETTER: 'Ratty' [Catherine Bruce Thomas],
Ko, 325 Ban Jose Avenue, Ean Francisco,
California to her mother, giving an account
of their leaving the ship and travelling to
Ban Francisco, Papa is now settled at
Bt. lukes and she herself in a room at Ean Jose
Avenue, They had a very affecticnate farewell
from the crew of the ship and from Capt. Murchie
and Capt. .cMillan of the Neville. Mrs. Prosser
has been extremely kind., 7They were met by Capt.
and Mrs. Colville at the hospital gates and
together they saw Papa settled in a nice
sunny room, Capt. wowlands came to see them.
Capt, Thompson is making a fool of himself
over & woman, Ghe thinks that they did the
best thing bringing Papa to the hospital.
The doctor gave him another examinstion this
eévening and says there is no need to worry as
to his heart, but that there is a great
general weaknesas, The hospital i1s exzpensive,
costing £2.10s, per week, but it would have
cost more to remain on board ship snd pay for
the doctor to come to the ship and buy
expensive invalid food and medicine in Martinez,
Ehe has a lot of business to do tomorrow
at J, & J, licore but Capt, Rowlands is coming
with her., The ownere realize what s terrible
passage Papa bad and write very kindly about
his health, Ehe 1is grieved about little
'Mouse' [her sister Roberta Isabel] - asks that
ghe be given gas to extract her teeth and that
she has the best advice about her throat.
8he wishes that they lived in California.
hopea they liked her photographs,

LETTER [Catherine Bruce Thomas], 672 San Jose
Avenue, Mission Dolores, San Francisco to her
sisters '"Mousie' [Roberta Isabel] and Cecilia,

Bhe ias staying in a nice grey wooden bungalow
just outeside the bhospital grounds, and only
has a short walk over the garden and through
part of the hospital to wisit Papa in his room
there, Cakes are very cheap here and she has
bought some for her tea to eat in her room

as ghe is frightened of going ocut at night as
it is very countrified and dark, B5She has a
mid=iay meal out, a very good one for 20 cents.



28 (continued The houses here are full of Japanese Ornaments
and wickerwork., The Japanese influence is very
strong here. Thanks her family for the beautiful
blouse patternse. Ehe was very grieved to hear
that'iousie' hes to have some teeth extracted.
Bhe mipses her family very much, Tells of
a ride she had with Frank Prosser in his
smart new buggy drawn by his racer ' rlying Liz":
they went 10 mileg in 35 minutes, (n Thuraday,
they had 10 visitors on board the ship including
Arthur Prosser, General Thompson and his second
mate (who has tea with Hewltt every afternoom),
Mr, end Mrs. Varren of the Mission with their
baby, Capt, and Mrs, .acMillian in the afterncon
and Capt. liurchie and Capt. Williams of the Port
Crawford in the evening, The whole burden
of entertalning the wvisitors fell on Steward,
Mr, Hewitt end herself es Papa was in bed. Fapa
is very weak, but his liver is improved. Tells
thenm not to write to Ban Jose Avenue as she
expects to-be in Martinez in a fortnight.

P e

9, 1903 April 25 CABLE: [Mrs., Thomas], Liverpool to [Catherine
Bruce ] Thomas, Saint Lukes Sanatorium, San
Francieco, California, telling her to spare no
expense snd praying that God be with her.

[Capt. Robert Thomas died 28 April 1803)

0. 1903 April 20 CABLE [Mrs. Thomas], Liverpocl to [Catherine
Bruce ] Thomas, Cliffmoore, Ban Francisco,
saying that she is heartbroken, that she
would like a Welsh funeral, and is snxious
regaxrding her daughter.

81, 1903 May 6 LETTER: Brucey [Catherine Eruce Thomas], ;
672 San Jose Avenue, San Francisco to her
mother and Auntie Ann with an account of her
father's funeral. Fepa's body was brought
from the hospital by kind friends headed by
Capt. Colville. '‘Ihe room where he lay was
very beautiful and full of flowers. .irs. Lason
has been so good, and she suggests that her
Mother send her a pair of good gloves.

logether with Capt. and Mrs. Colville,

Mr. Thomas Rowlands (blacksmitld and Capt.
Bowlands, she went to Cypress Lawnh Cemetery and
chose a single grave, cost £8, in a beautiiul
position begide & grove of tall gum trees,
cloge to the hedge which separates Cypress Lawn from
the Jewish Cemetery and near the grave of




31.

{(continued

lir, Thomas Rowlands's wife (who was buried
3 weeks since). Describes the lovely
countryside arownd, and its proximity to the ;
Pacific Ocean. ¢he chose a handsome light |
osk coffin lined with cream satin, and purchased |
B handsome and suitable cream serpe shroud !
with quilted eatin sleeve cuffs and front. |
The Colvilles treated then to a meal at an :
expensive French restasurant afterwards. 1
Mrp. Prosser coame all the woy from Hertinez to |
etay the night and keep bher company, and help |
entertain the centinual streanm of visitors. ]
lext day, Capt. Rowlands and Hewitt went i
round doing the business end Mre. Froseer, :
Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Colville came with her to :
buy mourning. £the purchased a becoming little ;
black straw hat with a trim of pleated tulle, !
kras, Colville then treated them to another
expencsive meal. un the last night before the
funeral, Mrs. lMason went with her to take a
last farewell of Pepa. #8 is the custom here, ¢
the body had been embalmed. He locked very b
peaceful. ier mother, Aunty Ann and Auntie
Jane and all would have been proud of the {
*handsome appointwents and the great fimeral'.
On the morning of the fumeral, the place
was crowded with Captains and crowds of g
seallore arrived about 10 o'clock. .r. Earney
and lMr. Warren took all the men to view the
coffin end all the Captalns were takem by
Capt, Howlands, Every ehip in the place was
well wrepresented, Filly Williams and 'our
own men and boys' were very much affected, while
Capt. Jones of the Bukeley, and old friend of
Fapa's for 25 years who only heard the news
that morning broke down and cried. A service
was read by the pastor, Mr. karney and a Union
Flag from the Anglesea (which Paton had been
Lolding) was placed over the coffin eand the
flowers were given to the men of the Meriometh,
their ship [the Afon Alaw], the Achnesie
[Achnashie | und Lady Wentworth, The pall
bearers were Hewitt, Patom, the mate of the
Mericneth, the mate of the Anglesea, the seccnd
mate of the Afon Alaw and the steward of the
Afon Alaw, The chief mourners were Capt. ilowlands,
Capt. 1hompson, the Colvilles and the Prossers,
Mre. ilason and Mrs, Capt. Longmuir. There Was
only one carrisge as they only hed a few yards
to go, and in this travelled Mrs. Capt. Longmulir,

' Mrs. Prosser, krs. Colville and Mrs, Hason with

Capt. Rowlands and Catherine Bruce Thomas
herself. Iohind the hearse walked the pastor
and pallbearerse snd the sailors with the flowers,
then the carrisge and behind came all the women

Tl e B
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{(continued

1803

May 14

and friends in a great line, and following
these the captains headed by Capt. .urchie,
Capt. Thompson and Capt. MacHillan, in all
178 people.

At the station the electric cars were walting
to take them to the Cemetery. %The grave was
lined with Cypress branches and white
Marguerites and ivy. The burial epervice was
read by the pastor, and the sailors placed
the wreaths and anchors as in the photograph
[which she sends]. the shook hands with all
the Captains and thanked them, and everyone
thanked Capt., REowlands and Tom Howlands
(blackemith) for their splendid efforts.

The chief mourners returned and had tea with
their own officers [of the Afon Alaw] and the
household here. iirs. wason has been wvery kind
throughout, Hopes her mother will write
lettera to the pecople on the list she encloses.

LETTER: [Catherine Bruce Thomas ], Ship
Achnpshie, Martinez Eay, Californim to her
mother stating that she received her letter and
Cecilia's yesterday. ©She had been waiting
enxiously to hear from her as she was afraid
of how the bad news might bhave affected her,
the gives an mccount of the last days of
her father's life. ‘they will be thankful to
know that he did not suffer and was
uncongcious for most of the time from the
VWedneeday until the following Tuesday morning,
fhe was with him holding his hand for those
four days. be had been improving during his
first week at the hospital, but suffered a
Btroke on the Wednesday of the second week
which paralized his right side entirely.
He was well looked after inm hospital though.
the left San Francisco on Honday afternconi
Capt. Howlands came to fetch her, and MHras,
llason to see her off, while Dick met her at
the ferry to take her to Martinez, ©&Ghe wase
met at the station by a crowd of people
including Capt. Longmuir, higs second mate,
M¥r, Hewitt, the Prossers, Wilcox and Watkins,
Capt. .murchie and many apprentices. the is
gtaying with Capt. and Mrs, Longmuir on their
ship the Achnashis, a bigger ship than the
Afon Alaw and very luxurious. Capt. and Hrs.

, Longmuir are very kind, Every day Hewltt comes

with Dick to collect her in the boat which has
now been convertedinto a sailing yacht, and
they go on shore. Bhe has s long leiter to
sond about ber mrrival in the dear old cebin
of the Mﬂu Alaw.,

Inclosadt

ACCOUNT of disposal of effects [of Capt.iicbert
Thomas] by mate, Martinez, May 15 1803,

e T R i e
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1803

May 15

LETTER: C[atherine] B[ruce] Thomas, Ship
Achnashie, lLiartinez, Californims to 'lousie'
[her sister Robertal, hoping that she is
feeling better and standing by Hama in thier great
trouble. Hopes Mama is feeling better: she
would be glad to see by her letter that she
had so many friends to escort her when she
went up to St. Lukes on Good Friday. GShe
will never forget Mr, & Mrs, Prosser's
kindness. Asks her family without fail to
purchase gloves from Hendersons for Mrs.
Frosser, mlso for Mrs, liason. GShe is staying
with Capt. and Mrs. Longmulr on theiy fine
ship [the Achnasghie]. Capt. & Mrs. Longmuir
have a house at Saltcoats, and their little
boy is at school in Edinburgh, They know
Aunt Jane's family well and Capt, McGill,
Liverpool, Trusts Mama will have received
Mrs. Longmuir's letter by now, and that
ehe answers her well with thanks for bher
kindness,

As poon ss she returns home Mama and
Roberta are to go for a fortnight's
holiday to Hoyleke. &{he is thinking of
starting home on Monday 31 May or on the
previous Friday. Everyone here says the
owners will surely give her a passage home
on the Dominion Line boats from Montreal
or Halifax, Nova Bcotim, but if she doesn't
hear from them she will come home the cheapest
way, and will send a cable to say by which
ghip she is salling so they can find out
when and where she will arrive. ;

Bhe has been twice on board the Afon Alaw.
lewitt had cleared the cabin of all medicines,
while Dick had placed a bunch of fresgh roses

on the table. Vith Hewitt and Mrs. Longmuir

she went through Papa's papers, snd found a
suall book which ghe is sending on, The Cabin
is now ready for anyone coming. (n their
first visit, they entertained Capt. Longmulr
and his second mate and Capt. ioberts of the
Mayfield to tea.

the tells of & bad accident which occurred
in the bay on Bunday when the mate of the
London Hill and two boys went down with their
yacht which eapsized in a sudden squall alongside
the Afon Alaw, They were rescued by men from
the Afon Alaw, and Capt. Loyd of their own ship
while Capt. kurchie rowed ashore for Dr. Erown.
All were saved but the poor mate was
unconscious for 4 hours,

ghe went yacht racing on Thursday with Capt.
Longmuir and his second mate and beat the
Lady Wentworth's boat, to Capt. Murchie's
pnnoyance, che has promisad never to go in
& boat other than their own again however, as
Hewitt was so worried about her., They had a
terrible night: their ship nearly smashed the




33. (continued

34,

1803

May 27

Anglesea to pleces, The Afon Alaw was
unaffected being in a more sheltered poeition.

LETTER: 'Ratty' [Catherine Bruce Thomas], 572
San Jose Avenue, San [Franciscolto her mother,
She is now back in Sen Francisco, and hopes to
settle everything and start for home at the
end of next week or the beginning of the week
after, They have a discoumt of 85 dollars
off Levy, the tailor's bill. These tailors
are very wealthy Jews and have invited Capt,
lowlands and herself to dinner next week, Some
Jewish friends of theirs, Mr. und Mrs, Hatch,
are touring Europe at present and will be

in Liverpocl soon., Asks her mother, omn
receiving Mr. Levy's letter of introduction,
to entertain them kindly at their home.

Also to look after for a few days a bull

dog pup which the Hatches are bringing back
from New Erighton for young Levy.

the has got a good commigsion from the ghips
doctor and the undertaker which brings the
wvhole to 82 dollars (£18,10), which however will
ell have to go on small bills. There are also
heavy bills for best brandy, whiskey and
champage bought for her father during his
illness. loney goes terribly in this country,
& dollar is only like & shilling. the is very
tired of the hectic city life. all the
afternoon she has been with Rowlands and Capt.
Jones (Eilmeney) and had tea at their favourite
cafe in California Street.

Tells of the news which Hewitt calls their
'deathblow', that Davies Lord Cairns comes
to the Afon Alew tomorrow., Bhe returns to
ilartinez on Monday to the Achnashie. Will
write them by what route she will be returning
home and wire them the name of the steamer
from Hontreal or New York. 7he gentlemen of
the Pacific Stevedoring Company are very
interested in her journey and one of the hoads
wants her to go to Vancouver and mcrosa
Canada to join the Dominion Line at Montreal,
and another wants her to go by '"Lurlington' route
via Colorado and the Rocky kountalns. The
owners have written [Capt.] Thompson to pay
her passage and all funeral expenses.

Ehe will lend Capt. vaviee the chronometer
on the passage home if he wants it, as she
cannot get a buyer for it here. ‘ent to the
apprentices tea party last Sunday with Mr,
Hewitt and My, Dunn, Chief Officer of the
Achnashie and jolned Capt. and Mrs. Longmulr



54. (continued there, Asks her mother to write to
Mr, Viarren,Seamans Institute, Port Costa,
Ban Francisco to thank him for his kindness
at the time of the funeral. o news from
ownerg yet about money at the bank, Capt.
Davies snd Howlands will make up the account
next week and send it om.

35-44 1876- Miscellaneous papers of I:apt. Izobert Thomas
1603 (and n.d.) and his family:
35, 18786 Dec.4 CARGO ACCOUNT: The Captain and owners of the

ghip British Princess to the Captein and owners
of the British Frincess for the sum of £525
recoived by Simpson, cashier, Callao in respect
of coals and insurance charges.

36, 1877 Aug.l4 MARRIAGE LICENCE granted by the Biphop of
Bangor to Robert Thomas of pa. Llandwrog
batchelor and Catherine Jameson of pa.
Llandwrog, spinster for the solemmization
of their marriage at the parish church of
Llendwrog.

s7. 1884 Sept.2 GRANT OF RIGHT OF BURIAL in grave space (X8)
at the lower cemetery, Llandwrog, Llandwrog
and St. Thomas Buriasl Board to Mr, Robert
Thomas, Tanlan Cottapge, Segontium Road,
Caernarvon, in consideration of the sum of
£3| g
Enclosed:
RECEIFT for the sum of £3 as above.
COVERING LETTER: (3 Bept. 1884) J. Eenry
Thomas, Clerk to the Llandwrog and 5t. Thomas
Burial Board, Caernarvon, to Capt. [Robert]
Thomas. ;

a8, 1880 March 7 LETTER: Dr, A, Wallace, 64 Harley Bt.,
London to Mra, Capt, Thomas, Tanlan Cottage,
Segontium Road, Carpnarvon, requesting
settlement of an account of £4,4s in respect
of professional services rendered at Glasgow
in the sautumm of 1884, .
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ENVELOPE addressed to Mrs. Captain Thomas,
27 Berkley Street, Princess Park, Liverpool
(Glasgow postmark).

NEWSPAPER CUTTING from a South Wales paper
containing an item on the Afon Alaw, a
magnificent sailing vessel which has been
lying at the Horth Dock Bgsin and still forms
8 feature of admiration at the Central Graving
Dock, Bwanseea, where she is undergoing slipght
repalrs, The ghip built in 1891 by Messra.
Btevens & Bons of Glasgow is a credit to her
master, Capt. Thomag., The Afon Alaw will
probably leave the dry dock on Baturday and
be loaded with a cargo of enthracite coal by
the well known local shipbroker, Mr. Pascoe,

NEWSPAPER CUTITING containing a notice of the
death of Capt, Robert Thomas of the British
ehip Afon Alaw cn 28 April at San Francisco,
Cept, Thomas aged €0 was the husband of
Catherine Thomas and the father of Catherine
B. Thomas, Roberta Thomas and Cecilia R. rroom.
le wes a8 native of Carnarvon. The fimeral
will be held at 11 o'clock at 672 San Jose
Avenue, Internment at CypressLawn Cemetery.

ENVELOPE addressed to Mr, Liddledale, ship

lderioneth, Ssusalito, Nr. San Franclsco,

FEWSPAPER CUTTING containing sn article on
tfea-poing Cats' by G. Eruce Thomas.

NEWSPAPER CUTTING containing a notice re

the death of Capt. Richard Lloyd Hughes of

13 Queensdale Road, Allerton, Liverpool,

Capt. lughes was born in Eolyhead in 1880

and gerved his apprenticeship with Hughes & Co.,
Menail Dridge on the sailing ship Afon Alaw,
Later he joined the Lancashire Shipping Company.
During the war he was awarded sn M,.L.E. for

his services on convoy duties to Russia.

(Capt. Hughes was the husband of Capt. Robert
Thomas's youngest daughter Roberta).




45-48 1851~ Papers relating to Capt. James Jameson,

1860's . father-in-law of Capt. Robert Thomas,
45=47 1B51= . Correspondence of Capt, James James:

1853
45 1851 Jan,l LETTER: Catherine Jameson to her husband,

Capt, James Jameson, Junior, ¢/o Capt, James
Jameson, No. 222 Bedford 8t., Liverpool, with
news of the health of herself and the children,
Tells him of the death of Mras. Head's daughter.
¥r. ingnew [sic] is presumed missing - swept
over the vhasf st Portland., .. Furness
- has been offered E£1000 for the schooner, but

' ; being English built, he could not eell her,
Mr, and Mrg. Furness and Mr. and Mrs,
Malcolmson wish to be remembered to him,

. i Asks him to find out whether Miss Larkin is
8till alive, Ehe has not written to Bheatland
a8 she did not know what his plans were to be.

46, 1852 June 3 LETTER: [Capt.] James Jameson, Liverpool to
§ . his wife Catherine, Camperdown, [Sandwich, Lerwick],
- He has no good mews to tell her, Le is still
walking about Liverpool looking for a situation
but finding none. Geveral people have promised
. to try and get him a ship, but he holds out
little hope. He was offered a bargue last
night to go around the west coast, but the owner
was so poor and could not afford to give him
half pay that he turned the offer down. Yesterday
he went to 7 school to get through this
troublesome examination without which no-one
has a chance of getting a ship'iow, He has
considered going out to Australia in the Lady Head,
but could not bear to be separated from his
family for so long., Asks her to write giving her
advice, le has had her ? desk memded and will
send it with some other things next week.

%7. 1853 Feb,17 LETTER: [Capt.] James Jameson, ship Larne,
New Granada, Panama to his wife Cathrine.
l& arrived in Panama on 1l3th imst. after a
very disagreeable passage of 175 days. They
were very short of water, and he had to call
' at Caleho [? Callao] with only half cf a
; 8 : SR small cask left. bke took in 16 passengers
there for Panama which will help to pay
expenses, The voyage fromCalleho took 25
days and 'ae far as I can see of this place
I wish I was out of it again'. There is much

sickness and disease, and it is € geedingly
hot,



47, (continued

48-49 1851~
1860's

8 1851

49, 1960's

Dec.9

He recelved her two letters on arrival
and was very glad to hear that his wife,
children and friends were well. Le has had a
deal of worries: he does not know when he will
start to discharge as the Pacifick [sic] Steam
Company is overstocked and has no place to
put his cargo. ‘They care nothing asbout the
damage but tell him they will pay for whatever
damapge may be in the ship. +‘bout half of his
crew deserted last night. This is a very bad
place for keoping a crew: they all get the
'California fever' when they come here.

kls major trouble has been the lack of chlef
mate: the young man whom he took on in Londom
turned out to be good for nothing. Tells of the
hardships he suffered on his voyage around the
Born, the worst passage he has ever had. They
came around the Cape in the middle of summer,
but he never experienced such heavy gales
of wind and snow in all the times he has been
to North America in the winter season, Hs
cannot say what time he will be home, as he
will probably be kept here for two or three
momths, but he does not think it will be
before December as he has to load a cargo of guanc
end return to Calleho to clear out first.

Pleased to hear that kMr. Wishard is so
punctual in sending her the half pay: 1t is
well that she pot her money from that Irish
thief Graves. If he is spared to come home,
he will give him wmore trouble yet,

* (Also transcript of the letter, with a note

recording that Capt. Jameson died in the
following April).

Migeellansous:

COPY TESTIMONIAL to Capt, Jameson and officers
of the ship Glenlyon given by the passengers
a8 8 token of their gratitude for the kindness
snd care received during their passage from
Hew Ross to Bavanna.

NOTES compiled on the family of Capt. Jomes
Jameson, who married Catherine Bruce Malcolmson
at 5t. James Church, Toxteth Park, Liverpool,
22 April 1845,
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July 31

Correspondence of Mr, R, Reginald Froom,
grandson of Capt., Robert Thomas.

LETTER: [Capt.] Walter F, Lee, Musgrave
Btreet, Largo Bay, Bouth Ausiralia to Mr,
[R.R, ] Froom, thanking him for lemding him

the photograph of the Meriometh, also for
having the photographs of ships (in his

eunt's possession) photographed. It's odd
that Mrs. Cockell cannot find the negative

and print which Cept. Cockell received from
Mr, Froom, &hould she find the negative

and return it, he would like to have a print,
or 1f Hr, Froom's aunt were willing, he would
like to borrow and copy her print,

He hes no photographs of the Glentilt or
Eritish Princess, but has one of the Afon Alaw
if My, Froom would like a copy. idis Chief
Officer Mr., Hichards was & seaman in this wvessel
in 1807=-1808, Cpgpt. Jones was then in command
and a Mr. Jones, the Chief Officer. Capt. Jomes
took over from Capt. Davies about 1906, and it
was Capt. Lavies who probably succeeded Hr,
Froom's grandfather [Capt. Robert Thomas ].

He has no record of the ship's ultimate end,

but in 1915, she was afloat and belonged to

W. Thomes end Sons, Capt. Jones still the
master. Interested to hear that Mr, Froom's
uncle ie in command of M.5. Thurland Castle,

e koew most of the sailing ships belonging to
Chambers & Co., snd has photographs of Haworth
Castle, Pendragon Castle, Lowther Castle,

VWray Castle and Lancaster Castle. is asks
whether Mr. Froom's uncle knows where he

could get copies of the Muncaster Castle and
Gregstoke Castle, Of the Cambrian Line, W.
Thomas & Co., he has photogrephs of Cambrisn
Chieftain, Duchess, Princesa, Queen and EHonarch,
ke is wanting Cambrien King, Prince, Varrior and
Hills.

The ship Carmerthenghire was owned by D.J.
Jenkins & Co., London. Asks kr. Yroom to
let hinm know if he would like copiles of any
of the photographe in his possession., He
returns the photograph of the Merioneth and
photographs of other well known ships which may
be of interest.




b51.

ba.

n.d, [?1938-39 ]

1646

Jan.l1l6

DRAFT LETTER: it. ileginsld Froom to the i
Editor, Soca Breezss, commenting on an article

by dr, N, Kiernander which appeared in the

June issue, in which he wrote of the arrival

of the famous ship the Merioneth at Falmouth
Earbour in 1888 flying the large silk flag
presented by the Welsh resldents of San Francisco
for the record breaking passage, 96 days out,

85 days hone,

Iis grandfather, Capt., liobert Thomas, was
then the master of the Meriometh, and his friend
Capt. U.L.Stewart of Birkenhead was chief
officer on that voyage. He encloses a skeich
of the flag which was handed over with the
ship to her Italian buyers years later.

In addition to the flag, Capt. Thomas
was given a handsome gold handled walking stick
which is now in ir. Froom's possession. The
Herioneth Lelonped to the fleet of MHessrs.
Hughes & Co., Henal Eridge. In his article
on this company's ships in the October issue,
Capt. E.A, Voods omits the Afon Alaw, their
largest 4 masted barque, sister ship to the
111 fated Afon Cefni. His grandfather
Capt, Thomss commanded her from her laumch
for 12 years until his death in Ean Francisco
in 1903, after one of the nost severepassages
round the llorn ever experienced. The Afon Alaw
wag later sold to Messre. V. Thomas & Co. It
wag his grendfather's old friend Capt. Andreas
Evans, late of the Cambrian Prince, who then
eailed her to Norway on her last voyage under
the British flag.

Capt. Stewart in the December issue righily
mentions the Minnehaha and the British Princess
in his account of his apprenticeship and command
of the various ships of Messrs. [ughes & Co,
The hlinnehaha was wrecked on the Scilly lsles,
his grandfather being chief officer. Capt. i.
Thomas was later master of the old Glem Tilt
and British Princess.

LETTER: John Edwards Jones, quarry agent,
Gernant, Carnarvon to his nephew Reglinald]
Froom] veporting on his efforts to find

Capt, Ellis Roberts. He has heard that Capt.
lloberts has sold hia house in Liverpool and
will be sailing for America in lkarch, @e has

‘therefore posted the letter c/o his sisters

at Bronallt, St. Davids ioad, Caernarvon.
hopes that Ruth is well, ‘ias sorry to hear

that Mr, Froom's father is so poorly, also his

st Bertha., Glad to hear that Aunt Brucy

is so much better.
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53, 1947 March 8 LETTER: George Tregarnett, 76 Bt. Lawrence
Avenue, Vorthing, Sussex to Mr. ...k, Froom,
19 Bouth Highville Road, Childwall, Liverpool,
thanking him for his letter with all the
intereating material. Lopes to return the
papers and photographse, with the exception of
the photograph of Mr. Froom's grandfather,
his crew snd a photograph of the Meriometh,
in about a week,

b4, 1947 March 24  LETTER: George Tregarnett, 76 8t. Lawrence
Avenue, Worthing, Sussex to Mr. it.i. I'room,
18 Bouth Highville Road, Childwall, Liverpool,
returning photographs and papers relating to
Capt. [Robert] Thomas and the ships Merioneth
and Afon Alaw (gives detalled list). Gcome
itema he has retained for copying.

&b, 1947 Fov.1l LETTER: ueorpge Iregarnett, 35 Bulkington
Avenue, Worthing, Sussex to Mr, R.,RE. Froom,
12 Bouth Highville Hoad, Childwall, Liverpool,
asking whether he might retain the book a
while longer in order to meke extracts. He
has heard of the death of Capt. :llis Roberts
in New York.

56, n,d, [pre 1957] LETTER: [Catherine Eruce Thomas] to Reglinald
- Froom], enclosing the account which she has

made as concise as possible, ‘he has had to
wvrite it out as the typewriter is broken. She
has the old picture of the Minmehaha if he
wants it. She thinks it better if the article
came from him rather than her. He must
decide about lending the plcture of the
Kerioneth, but she thinks a sketch of the flag
would do.
POSTSCRIPT: the asks thet Ruth copy out the
article in her copper plate or has it typed.
Bays Klernander is wrong in giving the date
as 1892, as it was earlier. The Afon Alaw
was built and launched in the winter of
1860-1881. Also Capt. Stewart is wrong about
the Minpehaha. He can have the old picture of
the crow of the Merioneth and csption it 'The
Record Ereakers' if they publish it, also the
one of the UMinnehaha, ian Nan [her mother]
spent her honeyuoon on the British Princess in
Cardiff in 1877, end at 2 years old, she herself
was aboard her for 3 months in Saint Nazaire,
Britteny, kiyfenwy's father was master of the
Derbyshire and Etta.



http://Kov.ll

&57. 1875 Bept. 17

58-61 187G~
1832 (and n.d.)

&8, 1676 Nov.25
b8, (1832 Jan, ]
w0, n,d,

61, a.d.

LETTER: Leg[inald] Froom, 19 South Highville
Road, Liverpool to Aled [Eames], with
information relating to family photographs
included in the Gwynedd Archives Service

publication Ship Master.

Miscellaneous:

COPY LETTER: [Capt.] Richard Edwards, master
of the ship True Briton to Foel ?Hest, manager
of the P.E.li. Co., protesting that the
company is charging his vessel with the wvalue
of 356 tons of coal short of the amount
epecified in the bill of lading as all
coals which belonged to the company were
delivered as per certificate given by Capt.
Jacques, and the bill of lading signed under
protest, If the company persists in making
him pay, he will enforce his right to make
their claim for compensation against whom it
HAY Concern.

KEWSPAPER CUTTING containing an obituary of
the late Hon, F.G. Wynn, Glynllifomn, apged 78.

VERSES entitled 'A Bhipowner's Dream' about
a certain shipowner who dreamed that he had
died, and was refused admittance not only to
heaven but also to hell because of his
wickedness,

FEWSPAPER CUTTING containing an article on
the duties of a mother to her children,



*

X8/2348/1-30 Photographe re Capt, Robert Thomas of
Llandwrog and Liverpool:

1-14 Capt. Robert Thomas end family:

1 Robert Thomas in his early days at sea, apprentice
to Thomas Hobley, Caernarfon., Capt. Thomas had
the original of this photograph reprinted by
Elite Photographic Studio, B38 Market Street,
opp. Fourth, San Francisco, on one of his visits.

2 d - Capt. Robert Thomas, master of the Merioneth,
photographed at the Elite Photographie Studio,
838 Market Street, opposite Fourth, Ean
Francisco, probably at the time of %Ii3 record
breaking passage 1887/8. '

3. ' Capt. Robert Thomas, photographed at the Elite
Btudlo, B38 Market Bireei, Ban Francisco,

e Capt. Robert Thomas (standing) &nd his lifelong
: friend, Capt. Andreas Evans, both of Llandwrog,

photographed at the studio of T.H.Wilton, San
Francisco., This was probably taken sometime
between October and December 1901 on Capt.
Thomas's penultimate voyege in the Afon Alaw;
Capt. Andreas Evans, who was seven years
younger than Capt. Thomas, was master of the
Cambrian Hills at the time of this photograph,
but later commanded the Afon Alaw before she
was sold by William Thomas to Norweglon owners.

By kirs, Ruth Thomas, Tan Lan, Llandwrog, mother
' of Capt. Robert Thomas,

G " The daughters of Capt. and Mrs, Robert Thomas:
(from left to right) Cecilia Ruth, borm
Caernarfon 1882, Catherine Bruce, born Glasgow
1878 and Roberta Isabel, born Caernarfon 1888,

7. Miss Catherine Bruce Thomas, 1878-1857,
daughter of Ca . Robert Thomas.



X8/2349/8

10

11

12

14

15-21

Capt. Richard Lloyd Hughes, M.E.E., Mrs,
Roberta Lloyd Hughes (daughter of Robert Thomas)
and daughter Phyllis Anita, taken in one of ths
Lancashire Shipping Co. Ltd.'s ships which he
commanded for many years.

Capt. James Jameson, father-in-law of Capt.
Hobert Thomas,

Mra, Jemeson, wife of Capt. Jamea Jameson,
mother-in-law of Capt. Robert Thomasa.

Mrs, Jameson, wife of Capt., James Jameson,
with her children and Pmother,

Pupils in the classrcom at Conway Infants'
school, e¢. 1910-11., The headteacher is
Hiss Roberta Thomas,

A lady =unidentified, member of the Thomas
famnily.

Two young children - unidentified - members
of the Thomas family.

Photographs of the Minnehsha, the Herioneth
and the Afon Alaw, ships on which Capt. Robert
Thomas served ns mate and master;

The wreck of the Minnehaha, one of the early
photographs by the Gibson family of the Scilly
Isles. Capt. Thomas has written on the back

of the photograph "Wreck of the ship ™iinnehaha"

of Liverpool on St. ilarys Bcilly, January 18th
1874 on her passage from Falmouth to Dublin

by which ten hande were lost and ten saved'.
Capt,. "homas was mate on board the Minnehaha
wvhen she was lost on this voyage.
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X8/2349/16-18

16

17

18

~18-21

19

Photographs re the ship Meriometh, Capt.
Robert Thomas, Master:

The ship Merioneth, Capt. Hobert Thomas, master

The Merioneth at San Francisco (undated).

The coal cargo has been discharged and the
¢rew are on the foc'sle head, possibly about
to weigh anchor preparatory to shifting berth
for loading the retwrn cargo for Europe.

The erew of the Merioneth at San Francilsco
after the record passage from Cardiff in
1887/8, Captain Thomas is standing back

row, extreme left, lext to him stands
Captain W. iioberts, master of another Davies
ghip, the Carnarvonshire, then (left to right)
in back row: Mr, u.L,Stewart, Mate; Mr., A.G.
Thorndike, Becond Mate; Mr. Cooper, Third Mate;
Others identified in the photograph includs
Thomas Faton, the sailmaker, on extreme

right of second row (bearded with hat on
knee), and immediately behind him, Howells,
the cook and Jules, the Bteward. 7Thomas Wood
Roberts ig seated in the centre of the second
row, and on his right is John Roberts. Tom
Jones is the second from the left in the fromt
TOW.

Photographs re the ship Afon Alaw, Capt,.
obert Thomas, Master:

Crew of the Afon Alaw, photographed by T.H,Wiltom,

Elite Btudiu,_ﬂ‘.'iﬂ Harket Btreet, San Francisco,

26 July 1896.

' Members of the crew of the Afom Alaw at San

Francisco, 1867. (n the back of the photograph
i a pote "thip "Afom Alaw", Frisco to
Queenstown 163 days 16th September /97-2T7th
Feb. /08, Howell mate, Roberts 2nd mate, orders
Hull-Swansea', Capt. Yhomas is standing third
from right. Next to him, on his right, is
probably the mate, Howell and on the extreme
right is John Roberts who had served with

Capt. Thomas in the Merioneth. The man standing
on the extreme left is probably Tom Patonm,

the sailmaker.




#B/2349/21 Postcard of the Afon Alaw
(m dorse: 1OTE: Paton, Sunridge,  Priory Hill,
Milford Haven to lMiss Thomas apologising for not
coming to see her before he came home. He will
be coming to Liverpool before the ship sails
80 will come and see her then. Regards to
Mrs. Thomas and her two sisters, his nephew is
going back in the old ship and he will be coming
to see him off, (Dated 1 Aug. but no year given).

22~-29 Photographs taken at San Francisco after the death
there of Captain Robert Thomas, 28 April 1903,
They mostly feature Hiss Catherine Bruce Thomas
who went out to look after her father during his
last days:

<2 Miss Catherine Bruce Thomas on Board the Afon
Alsw after her father's death., In the photograph
are: L., to B, Mr. latkins, a Bristol man, Richard
Lloyd Hughes (who later married Migs Thomas's
sister Roberta Ieabel), Miss C.E. Thomas, Mrs.
Mason and Hugh Williams, the bosun, from Holyhaad,
Standing behind Miss Thomas is the mate MHr,
Hewitt., 7he boy seated on the deck is cne
of Mrs. iason's boys.

23 Miss Catherine Bruce Thomas on board the Afon Alaw
after her father's death, In the photograph
are: ;

Vatkins (holding chain), Richard Lloyd Hughes,
Migs C.B.Thomas, Mr, Hewitt (the mate), Mrs.
Eason, with one of her sons behind her, holding
chain, and Hugh Williams of Holyhead, the bosun.

a4. Group aboard the Afon Alaw, 'In the photograph
are Mr, lLedley, 2nd mate on the Anglesey standing
behind My, Irank Prosser (an American}.
Fext to him iz Bteward and 'Peter' the cat.
Captein Thompson is standing directly in front
of the main mast and next to him is Richard Lloyd
Bughes, acting third mate. .r, Hewitt the mate
is on the right (wearing setraw hat).
(Capt. Bichard Lloyd Hughes, M,B.E., who was
third officer on the Afon Alaw, later went
into the service of James Chambers & Co., Lancashire
Ehipping Co, until his retirement in 1838,
lost of bis service was from New York to the
Fzr East,




XB8/2340/25

27

30

Miss Catherine Bruce Thomas on board th
Afon Alaw, ’

Group aboard the Afon Alaw,

Group on board the Afon Alaw (negative only).

Fhotograph taken aboard the Anglesey - possibly
the Captain, his wife and a member of the crew,

Photograph teken by T.H. wilton, Elite Studio,
Ban Francisco of Capt. Thomas's grave at Cypress
Lawvms, Ban Francisco, sent by Miss Catherine
Bruce Thonas to her mother, 3 May 1803.

Miscellanoous:

Yillage and church, Llandwrog.
Captain Robert Thomas was a native of Llandwrog.
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o7

1878 Bept.20
1882 Daec.23
1883 Dec.23
[1901 Dec, -

date from envelope
which may not

belong]
1803 March 2
1003 April 26

Correspondence including letters and
telegrams about the illness and death of
Captain Robert Thomas:

LETTER: Francis A. Eelly, Eritish Consular
Agent, Pabellon de Pica [or. Iquique, Chile]
to Messrs. Daviéds and Co., Menai Bridge,
enclosing & Bill of Health for their ship the
Eritish Princess which sailled from the port
on 30 July. %The Eill of Health was not handed
to the master with the other papers but was
paid for. Le trusted that Captain Thomas
would have a good and safe passage.

Enclosed:
BILL OF HEALTH (20 July 1878) as above.

CHRISTMAS CARD sent by R. Thomas at Liverpool
to his wife.

NEW YEAR'S CAHD sent by R. Thomas to his wife.

CHRISTMABS CARD sent by Robert Thomas to
his wife, 27 Berkley St., Liverpool.

In unﬂt.'tgzg-

TELEGRAM from Martinez, California to
Lionel Liverpool - '"safe papa crew waiting'.

TELEGRAM from Ban Francisco via Anglo to
'Athlete', Liverpool informing the reciplent
that [Robert Thomas] was failing mentally and
was poeing & speclalist daily.

Appended:

NOTE that the Western Union closed at 10 m.n.
on Bunday morning and then opened from

6 -6 p.n. and were then closed until 6 a.m.
on the Monday.



68 1803 April 27 TELEGRAM from San Francisco to ‘Athlete®,
Liverpool stating that everything poasible
bhad been done but that [Robert Thomas] was
Sinking and paralysis had set in,

Appended
WOTE ‘Cliffimore, 418 California B8t.,
Ban Francisco',

L) 1003 April 280 TELEGRAM from Rowlands Hewitt Paton,
Ban Francisco to Thomas, 27 Berkley Bt.,
Liverpool informing the recipient that
Captain Thomas had passed away peacefully
surrounded by friends.

70 1803 April 30 TELEGRAM from Brucey, Colville, San
Francisco via '.ﬂnl‘lﬂlﬂ‘ to Thm&ﬂ-.. E?Berkgie}r
Bt., Liverpool informing the recipient that
the remains of [Captain Robert Thomas] had
been laid at Jose Avenue and that there was
8 large ‘iarine' funeral that day.

1 (1803 April] ENVELOPE of the Anglo-american Telegraph
Coumpany Limited addressed to Thomas,
27 Berkeley Bt., [Liverpooll].

72 1803 May 1 LETTER: Irucey [Thomas] 572 Ban Jose Ave.,
Ban Francisco, to her mother [Catherine
Bruce] Thomas, 27 Berkley 5t., Liverpool,
telling the recipient of her sympathy and
informing her that her father had dled
peacefully and painlessly in her arms
at 11 o'clock on Tuesday morning. The sender
was thankful that she had been there for
3 days and nights to comfort him, From the
Wednesdoy afterncon until the end her
father was only consclous at times. The
doctors had told her that it was hopeless
but she had not believed them. Ureeping
paralysis or softening of the brain had
been coming on for years and had slowly
affected the whole of her father's body.
Friends came to see her father all the time
and no one in the hospital could ever have
been as well looked after or had so many friends,.




W {GMtd"'II..

In her last letter she had told her mother
that he was changing, could not speak and
wanted to be left alone to sleep. &he

had & speclal nurse at £1 a day who never
closed her eyes day or night until the
morning her father died when she broke

down, They had 2 other nurses and 3
doctors regularly for the last 10 deys.and
on the last day they had the bonesetter
doctor of the hospital who simply came out
of kind feelings for the sender as they
could do nothing but inject medicine for the
heart to keep him up and coax him to take
Boue mtrong nourishment. ©she could

not describe the scene then but would send a
full account later. Her father knew her most
of the time and on the previous Wednesday
when he had had another stroke the nurse

and she had put him to sleep like a

baby and she had told her father that they
would go home to Tenlan &8 *nine' hed got
dinner ready. ter father was like a child.
lowlands, Paton, Hewitt and she with the
night nurse, who was one of the best women
she had ever met and the speclal nurse were
wvith him on the last night and morning. GShe
held him most tenderly and if all the loving
words, prayers and exhortations he received
could have saved him they would. The last
thing he said, on the Wednesday, was "Exrucey
bach', is her father dropped into his last
exhaustion she had begged him to speak and
had suggested sending a letter to the
recipient with his love and he had said 'yes’',
with eyes full of affcection, and had then
relapsed into unconsciocusneose. &£0 many tears
were shod over him, she had kept repeating
Yiy Isea Grist' and he had not let go of her
hand which had to be rubbed to bring back
the circulation. Most of the time she was
almost fainting from loss of slecp for 4 nights
and the crauwp of holding him., she had been
given strong brandy, rum, black coffee aud
black tea hour after hour so she was able to
continue. &he could not speak too highly of
the kindness and attention of the hospital
and asks her mother to write to or cable thanks
to Captain Howlands and lirs. Mason who had
opened her house to them. Her mother could
not have wished for a nicer room that the one
where her father lay and Heowitt, Paton and

the men of all the ships were beyond praise.



T2(Contd..... Bhe had been very busy since and her
nerves ware gquite shettered but she was
amongst the kindest of friends and Captain
Rowlands spent all his time with her. Her
gorrow for her father had been beyond
description. B8hé wished that her mother
had seen the besutiful funeral and known the
kindness and respect of the 178 people
who attended 1it, and the effort and skill
which went into trying to save him, although
Dr. Burnham said it was beyond the skill
of anyone to avold the paralysis. lHer
father had known her at 2 a.m. on the morning
of his death, and ghe bhad never let go of him,
The parting between her father and Paton was
too pathetie to speak and write of although
her faother was not conscious of his danger
and only recognised Paton as though he was
on board ship. Paton was ill after the
funeral. Captain Rowlands was doing everything.
Bhe hoped that God would help her mother,
Bortha and Cecilia,

Enclosed:
LIST of some of the Ceptains who attended
the funeral.

HEWSPAPER CUTTING: Obituary of Captain Thomas

In envelope
73 [1503] Hay 4 - LETTER: Thomas Paton, Ship Afon Alaw,

Miartinez, to Mrs. Thomas [27 Berkeley 5t.,
Liverpool] expressing sympathy at the loss
of her husband and his best friend. Lhveryone
at Martine: sent their synpathy. It was a
very nice funeral with representatives of
nearly every business econnected with sghipping
and almost all the Ehip Masters in porti es
well as many of Captain Thomas' Iriends.
There wore many flowers sent from the ships
and from persons ashore. He was with
Captain Thomas for the last twenty hours
before his death, The burial ground was
beautiful. He missed Captain Thomas after
being with him for so many years; the old
ship seemed very strange. (iiss Thomas was
very fortunate in getting lodgings with

Mrs. Mason as she was anice Christian woman.
Viick and his nephew went down to see the
grave with Miss Thomas as they had been
unable to go to the funeral.

Enclosed:
HEWSPAPER CUTTING: Obituary and account of
the funeral of Captein Robert Thomas.




74 1803 May B ENVELOPE addressed to Mrs, i, Thomas,
27 Berkley Bt., Liverpool, from [Paton]
Hartinez, California.

Appended:
HOTE; 'yirst to ausw[er] Paton'.

% 1903 May & LETTER: C.B.Thomas, 672 8an Jose Ave,,
San Francisco, to the Pacific Stevedoring
Co., 8an Francisco, thanking them for the
floral tribute to her father's funeral, 1t
would be a great comnfort to her mother in
England to know that her father had many
kind friends around to show their sympathy
and respect, &he wishss she could thank
everyone personally,
Lopy.

Appended:

HOTE from Brucey] T[homas] that the above
vas a gpocimen of the many letters she had
written. [?This was sent to her sister]
David hod sent to the Welsh papers, this

wvas the only thing she had allowed him to

do in connection with the funoral. Captain
Howlands was with her all day composing
lettera, particularly to the BEridge, and
Bettling things, especially the bank nonoy.
Ehe assures the recipient that she would do
the best she could but states that she was
afraid that there would be little left out

of the year's wages, uhe asks ii the
recipient had got the sccount of the last
year's wages, she believed it was due from
the previous April. They were going to settle
the undertaker's bill and other items the
next day and she would send the reciplent the
account, In time all would be settled.

fhe would not leave for a moanth in order to
try to dispose of things to the next captain
and would wait for the reply from the Bridge re
the 'pank bother', She was well and happy
and must devote herself to getting all she
could for the recipient and 'little mouse',
8She was sending all the cards from the
flowers which were so beautiful, particularly
the ons from shipuasters at Martinex which
was o 5 foot high anchor in white end green.
In the photograph she sent there was the
anchor of tea roses and pansies which she
belioved were Mama's favourite flowers and
those which Miss Catherine [?Wynan of Glynllifon]
always sent to her friends., &he also dravs
attention to the beautiful harp with ‘'lest’



756 (contd.....

78

1803

1803

on it, which was sent from Livy the tailors.
Captain Rowlands had arranged for her to get
20 dollars comission due to her father
which would cover her mourning bill. Ehe
also drawe attention to the wreaths of
sutumn leaves and pink roses sent from the
Afon Alaw. GBhe was sending a little box

of floweras from the grave and a magazine
about the beautiful cemetery.

LETTER: John T, Khowlands, Merioneth,
Sansalito, Ban Francisco, to Mrs. Captain
Thomas, 27 Berkley 8t., Liverpool, sending
his condolences. Le hopes that her loss
was eaged by the eaey way Captain Thomas
passed away and the fine attention and
attendance he had received from his daughter
and all the nurses and all the sympathy and
kindneas after his death. &t Robert Thomas'
funeral there were some of the most noted

of the merchants and shipping men of the
town, The grave was in beautiful surroundings.

In envelope.

Appended:
KOTE: 'Rowlands, Znd’',

LETTER: H. Hewitt, Afon Alaw, Lartiney, to
Mrs, Frome [Cecilia Ruth, daughter of

Robert Thomas] thanking her for her letter.
e feels that she had overrated what he had
done, Le asks her to thank her mother for her
trust regarding the disposal of effects.

If all goes well her sister [Catherine Bruce]
would leave the following day and would be
sble to explain. He had tried his best to
comfort her sister and would miss her when
she returned to England., Le would be pleased
when the ship was chartered and they were
returning home as it was monotonous and
dreary lying there after a month. The new
captain seemed to be alright but it was too
early to form a proper opinion, Le hopes to
see the recipient when he was in Liverpool.



78-86 Btories and plays by Gladys Bruce Thomas

78 1916 April 11 TYPESCRIPT of a play by G. Bruce Thomas
entitled 'A RHoas of Chinatown' set in
Chinatown, Ban Francisco before the Great

Earthquake 1900,

79 1918 Hyd.5 HEWSPAPER : Brython containing a story
by Gladye Bruce Thomas entitled ‘'The Paseing
of a Welsh Boldier'.

80 n.d. COPY TYPESCRIPT of a story by Gladys Druce
Thomas [32 London Grove, Princes Park,
Liverpool], entitled 'The Bargue Maryland®.

Attached:
POEM by Mrs, Hemans: 'The Cambrian in America'.

81 n.d. COPY DRA¥T TYPESCRIPT of a story by [Gladys
Bruce Thomss] entitled 'In Scandinavia
Town' set in the Bcandinavian quarter of
Liverpool.

82 n.d. COPY TYPESCRIPT of a story by Miss G.Bruce
Thomas, 3 Alverstone Rd., Wallasey, Cheshire
entitled "The Rose of Nanking . A tale of
0ld San Francisco.'

83 n.d, COPY DRAFT TYPESCRIPT of a story by [Gladys
Bruce Thomas] entitled 'ihe Ransom' about a
string band of German boys in the Carnarvon
area.

Docunent defective:
Part nissing.




84

n.d.

n.d.

li...'d..

COPY DRAFT TYPESCRIPT of a story by [Gladys
Bruce Thomas] sbout & welshman and Unlan
Scouts during the [First World] War.

Documant defective:
Only pages T=13.

GALLEY PROOF of a story by G. Eruce Thomas
entitled '"headed off: a drams of love and
outlawry' set in n fishing township of
California.

GALLEY PROOPS of a story by G. cruce Thomas
entitled *With the dawn' set on the
waterfront at 0ld Ban Franciaco.



87-84

a7

BB

89

1860

1024

1825

1828

Jan.10

Miscellansous papers:

LETTER: Charles Dickens, Office of All the
Year Round, a weekly journal counducted by
Charles Dickens, 11 Wellingtom Bt., HNorth
S8trand, London, W.C., to the Rev. Stephen
Roose Hughes asking for the return of a
proof of his article sbout his visit

[after the wreck of the Royal Charterlas

it had to go to press for publication in
England and America. He feels that it was
not accurate in the report of the number
buried in the churchyard end the greatest
number who were in the church, and asks for
corrections. he asks for the correction
of any other inaccuracies and hopes that
the recipient and his family will not

find anything in the article to be
displeasing. He had written the article
‘out of the honest convictions of his heart
and hoped that it would soften the distress
of mary people'., His daughters were very
interested in all he had to tell them and
particularly in Mrs. Hughes' idea of coming
to London in the summer. The sender hoped to
#o0 them both et his Eentish house on the
top of Shakespeare's Gad's Hill, about an
hour's railway ride from towm. The sender is
also returning some documents which were
lent to him,

Phutncngz

BOOKLET: '"survivors of a Glorious Era.
Notable sailing-ships which are still afloat'.

BOOELET: 'Hore Survivors of a Glorious
Era. The story of further famous selling-
ships which are still afloat'.

BOOKLET: 'Yet More Survivors of a Glorious
Era - the continued story of further famous
salling ships which are still engaged in
ocean service.



Bl

23

B4

1028

19833

1847

npdq

Feb,.18

Dec.T

LETTER: Station Director, the British
Broadcasting Corporation, Broadcasting
Hous, . 30 Park Place, Cardiff to Miss G.
Bruce Thomas, 3 Alverstone Rd., Wllasley
[sic] [Wallasey], Cheshire, informing her
that they were performing her play entitled
"The dreamboat' on 21 March and asking her
to sign an Author's Guarantee form for the
fee of 3 guineas for the performance.

ENVELOFE addressed to Miss Brucey Thomas,

2 Alverstone Rd,, Wallersey, [sic] [Wallasey],
Cheshire from Mrs, C.G. Mason, 1201 35th st.,
Bacramento, California.

HEWSPAPER CUTTING from the Liverpool Daily
Poat with s ploture of Salthouse Dock,
[Liverpool] in the dayse of sail.

Appended:

NOTE: ‘ir, Blackhurst, Features Editor’.

CLOTHE POUCH to hold Canadian Pacific
Bteamship Lines and Railway tickets.



K8/2348/31~-33 Photographs:

3l post 1880 PUCIOGRAFHS: captain Robert Thomas, master of
the Mericneth at San Francisco.
[This is slightly different from
X5/2326/% and %8/2349/2].

Endorsed:

IWOTE by [Robert Thomas ]'a present from
Father to his beloved child Brucey for
being a good little girl and kind to both

Nains',
32 [1880- PAOTOGRAPH of the ship Merioneth owned by
1891] Hughes and Co., Menai Bridge, at San
Francisco.
2 coplea.
a3 [c.1880~ FHOTOGRAPH: PMerioneth

1891]



