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This collection contains some of the records of Davieas Brothers Slate
Merchants of Porthmadog. The firm came into being on 1 January 1879, when
Jonathan Davies a slate merchant of Porthmadog transferred his business
and property to Davies Brothers. Consequently the earliest records detail
the bugsiness proceedings of Jonathan Davies.

Davies Brothers ordered slate from many quarries and this collection
includes some of the records of Diphwys Slate Quarry Company and Wrysgan
Slate Quarry.

The Davies Brothers records have been catalogued chromologically by type,
beginning with the account records, followed by wvarious order, contracts
and correspondence books. The records of Diphwys and Wrysgan Quarries
have been catalogued chronologically with each quarry being listed as a
separate archive group.

There are more papers of Davies Brothers, Porthmadog in the National
Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES ANNUAL REPORT, 1949-1950

Messrs. Davies, Brothers, Portmadoc.

Records relating to the following slate quarries, mainly in the counties
of Merioneth and Caernarvon:

1. The Wrysgan S5late Quarry Co. Ltd. (parish of Ffestiniog, co-.
HEriﬂ'ﬂEth} -
Leases, 1859 and 1872, of portions of Tanygrisiau Farm, parish of
Ffestiniog, whereon the Wrysgan Quarry was situated; two minute
books, 1884-1902, 1902-18; a cash book, 1874-1918; a ledger
containing separate individual accounts, 1892-1917; three registers
of holdings and transfer of shares, 1892-12; Memorandum and Articles
of Agssociation of the above company, 1891; and particulars of sale,
1912.

2. The Diphwys Slate Quarry Co. Ltd. (parish of Ffestiniog, co.
Merioneth).
Plans and sections of the Diphwys Casson Slate (Quarry dated 1859,
1880, 1886 (all by Spoomer & Co., Portmadoc); a cash book, 1909-25; a
register of directors and shareholders, 1919-33; and an attendance
book of directors' meetings and annual general meetings, 1919-32.

3. The Bugail S5late Co. Ltd. (parish of Penmachno, co. Casrnarvon).
A minute book, 1875-92; a register containing balance-sheets,
reports, and estimates, 1880-8; and a plan and section, 1887.

4. A register containing details of stocks and sales of the Alexandra
S5late Co. Ltd., Caernmarvon, the Goodman Slate Quarry, Llanberis, the
Cefn-du Slate Quarry Co., Waenfawr, and the Caermeinciau 5late Co.,
Waenfawr (2ll in co. Caernarvon), including details of shipments of
slates from Portmadoe, Caernarvom, and other ports, 1877-1915.

5. A record, 1896-1906, of the number and value of slates produced at
the Whitland Abbey Slate Quarries on the borders of Carmarthenshire
and Pembrokeshire, and a parcel of pay sheets of the Precelly Slate
Cos« for their quarry at Gilfach in the same district for the pericd
1934-9,

A large bundle of Portmadoc Trust Papers 1913-15.

Documents and plans relating to the Ffestiniog, Penrhyndeudraeth, and
Tanygarth Railways, and to the Portmadoc, Beddgelert, and Rhyd-ddu light
Railway, 1867-1905.

Miscellaneous papers. They include a file containing orders and invoices
of slates delivered by Messrs. Davies Bros., of Slate Wharf, Portmadoc,
under the direction of the Department of Building Materials Supply, the
Ministry of Munitions, 1919-20; a file containing terms of contracts under
the Ministry of Munitions of War, comments on the condition of the slate
industry after the First World War, and a list of the quarries worked in
North Wales during the thirty years ending 1919; rates for the conveyance
of slates on the Cambrian Railways and on the Manchester Ship Canal; sale
catalogues of the Croesor estate (1892), the Cwmorthin Slate Quarries at
Tanygrisiau, Ffestiniog{l900), the Tremadoc and Portmadoc estates (1892),
and the rights of the Llangollen Slab and Slate Quarries in various



freehold and leashold properties in the parishes of Llantysilio and
Llangollen.

4 collection of annual reports of the Madoc Memorial Hospital and of
chapels and religious organisations in the Porthmadoc district.




