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A c c e s s i o n 1978/177 


The f i r m o f R.D. S i l v e r has i t s o r i g i n s back i n t h e y e a r 1825, 

f o r w h i c h p r o o f r e m a i n s i n t h e fo r m o f a g l a s s p l a t e w h i c h o r i g i 
n a l l y made up one o f t h e f r o n t windows of t h e shop. Sometime a f t e r 

t h i s t he b u s i n e s s was bought by a W a l t e r Hitchman, who d i e d a p p r o x 
i m a t e l y a t t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y . Mr. Hitchman a l s o had c o n n e c 
t i o n s w i t h a shop i n G o l d S t r e e t , K e t t e r i n g ( t h e - s i t e - o f - w h i c h i s 

now o c c u p i e d by E a s t e r n Carpets), b u t i t i s n o t known i f t h e two 

shops were r u n j o i n t l y o r i f Hitchman moved from one t o t h e o t h e r . 


Next door t o t h e pharmacy i n Market P l a c e was a wine and 

s p i r i t shop c a l l e d E v e r a r d s and owned by t h e company E.M. B l a c k e t t s . 

Sometime a f t e r t h i s t h e pharmacy was t h e s u b j e c t o f a m a r r i a g e 

s e t t l e m e n t w i t h t h e f a m i l y o f E v e r a r d and the two p r e m i s e s were 

u n i t e d (by means o f a s m a l l h a t c h i n t h e d i v i d i n g w a l l l ) . F o l l o w i n g 

t h i s , the c h e m i s t s shop was r u n by R i c h a r d D i x o n S i l v e r ( a Scotsman; 

E v e n t u a l l y , Mr. S i l v e r 1 s d a u g h t e r m a r r i e d a Mr. S.K. H a r r i s , who 

owned the b u s i n e s s f r o m 1941-1965 f o l l o w i n g t h e d e a t h o f Mr. S i l v e r . 

The l i v i n g accommodation was d o w n s t a i r s i n t h e basement and an o l d 

member o f t h e E v e r a r d f a m i l y , Mr. L e s l i e E v e r a r d ( 2 - 3 , C r a n l e i g h 

Road, o f f t h e H e a d l a n d s , K e t t e r i n g ) can remember t a k i n g a f t e r n o o n 

t e a w i t h h i s aunt, who o c c u p i e d t h e l i v i n g accommodation. 


I n 1963 t h e p r e s e n t p r o p r i e t o r o f t h e f i r m , Mr. E. Simms, 

bought t h e b u s i n e s s f r o m H a r r i s and has s i n c e made a l t e r a t i o n s t o 

the p r e m i s e s i n 1969, a d d i n g a new shop f r o n t . The b u i l d i n g  i s 

owned by Mr. J.H. E v e r a r d , who l i v e s a t C o l d B r a y f i e l d , n e a r O l n e y . 


R e c o r d s h e l d a t P r e m i s e s : 


P r e s c r i p t i o n Books r e t a i n e d by Mr. Simms, the o l d e s t 

o f w h i c h d a t e s f r o m 2 4 t h . March 1865-August 1879. 


R e c o r d s h e l d by D e i a p r e Abbey, Northampton: 


1 P r e s c r i p t i o n Book - f o r W a l t e r Hitchman ( C h e m i s t ) , M a r k e t 

P l a c e , K e t t e r i n g : Indexed day book showing p r e s c r i p t i o n 

number, name ( i n c l u d e s names o f the l o c a l n o b i l i t y and 

g e n t r y ) , d a t e w i t h a breakdown o f the i n g r e d i e n t s o f t h e 

m e d i c i n e and i t s c o s t . 


22nd. Aug l 8 7 9 - 9 t h . J u l y 1894 


- c o n t 
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( c o n t . ) 


R e c o r d s h e l d a t D e l a p r e Abbey, Northampton ( c o n t , ) 


2 Indexed L e d g e r - f o r t h e f i r m o f E v e r a r d ' s V/ine and 

S p i r i t M e r c h a n t s , Market P l a c e , K e t t e r i n g : S e p e r a t e 

page f o r e a ch i n d i v i d u a l o r body, w i t h d a t e , goods, 

c o s t i n d i v i d u a l l y and t o t a l s o v e r a t h r e e month 

p e r i o d on t h e l e f t - h a n d s i d e . On t h e r i g h t - h a n d s i d e 

i s a column f o r d a t e , b o t t l e s , c r a t e s , e t c . r e t u r n e d , 

r e f u n d w i t h a t o t a l and an e n t r y f o r t o t a l owed. 

The shop s e r v e d v a r i o u s p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e Masonic 

Lodge, K e t t e r i n g G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l and H i s Grace the 

Duke o f B u c c l e u c h . 


1927-1933 


A p r i l , 1978. 



