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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 
 
 
Overseas Containers Ltd., known as OCL, was a shipping consortium formed in 1965, 
by the amalgamation of the container interests of P & O, the British & Commonwealth 
Shipping Co., the Ocean Steam Ship Co. (Blue Funnel), and Furness, Withy & Co.  The 
Barber Blue Sea shipping group was a joint venture between Blue Funnel and the 
Norwegian firms Wilh. Wilhelmsen and Brostrøms. 
 
 
The collection contains minutes of OCL meetings and Barber Blue Sea executive 
committee meetings, agreements, trade reports, engineering cadet records, deck log 
books and other papers. 
 
 
The material was donated by the Ocean Steam Ship Co. (Blue Funnel) and so records 
that firm's involvement with OCL.  Many of the records relate to both Ocean and OCL, 
especially the personnel records and deck log books. 
 
 
The collection is accessible to any reader within the Maritime Archives & Library 
Searchroom. 
 
The Maritime Archives & Library holds the archives of the Ocean Steam Ship Co. 
(Blue Funnel), reference: OA. 
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CONTENTS 
 
 

 Reference Title Dates 
 

 OCL/A Minutes and Meetings 1965 - 1986 
 

 OCL/B Finance and Agreements 1966 - 1990 
 

 OCL/C Trade Reports 1963 - 1986 
 

 OCL/D Engineering Cadets 1952 - 1982 
 

 OCL/E Ship Plans and Deck Log Books 1982 - 1985 
 

 OCL/F Correspondence 1947 - 1990 
 

 OCL/G Barber Blue Sea Minutes 1977 - 1989 
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OCL / A MINUTES AND MEETINGS 1965 - 1986 

 
 Box 1  Minutes of meetings, memorandums and articles. 1965 - 1980 

 
 Box 2 OCH Ltd. agenda, meetings and minutes. Mar 1976 - 

Dec 1977 
 

 Box 3 Minutes of board meetings. Feb 1980 - 
Dec 1982 
 

 Box 4 Minutes of board meetings. Mar 1983 - 
Mar 1986 
 

 Box 5 Minutes of principals meetings. 1966 - 1971 
 

 Box 6  OCH Ltd. board meetings. Feb 1978 - 
Dec 1979 
 

 Box 7 OCL minutes. 1971 - 1976 
 

 Box 8 OCL board minutes. 1979 - 1983 
 

 Box 9 OTT divisional plans. 1974 - 1980 
 

 Box 10 Ocean Cory divisional plans. 1981 - 1986 
 

 Box 11 Offshore drilling study and notes. 1974 - 1977 
 

 Box 12 OCL personnel policies and agreements. 1966 - 1983 
 

 Box 13 Agenda and minutes. 1971 - 1974 
 

 Box 14 Annual reports. 1975 - 1985 
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OCL / B FINANCE AND AGREEMENTS 1966 - 1990 

 
 Box 15 Accounts. 1966 - 1983 

 
 Box 16 Financial reports. 1977 - 1982 

 
 Box 17 Financial reports. 1967 - 1977 

 
 Box 18 OCL financial reports, etc. 1982 - 1986 

 
 Box 19 Ocean Tital Division - business plans. 1975 

 
 Box 20 Shareholding documents. 1971 - 1981 

 
 Box 21 OCL agreements. 1967 - 1984 

 
 Box 22 OCL agreements. 1966 - 1985 

 
 Box 23 Ocean Group quality initiative file. 1990 

 
 Box 24 Report of Ocean's interests and share placements. 1968 - 1985 

 
 Box 25 OCL ships, Furness Withy ships, and Charter parties. 1970 - 1982 
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OCL / C TRADE REPORTS 1963 - 1986 

 
 Box 26 Far East trade - various papers and studies. 1968 - 1970 

 
 Box 27 Far East trade - various forecasts and share studies. 1968 - 1970 

 
 Box 28 Far East trade - studies and container tariffs. 1966 - 1972 

 
 Box 29 Feasibility of container transport systems. 1966 - 1968 

 
 Box 30 Far East trade - reports and correspondence. 1966 - 1981 

 
 Box 31 Far East trade - miscellaneous reports and correspondence. 1967 - 1972 

 
 Box 32 Far East trade - correspondence. 1975 - 1982 

 
 Box 33 Indonesian trade - reports and correspondence. 1974 - 1982 

 
 Box 34 Far East trade - miscellaneous papers and reports. 1966 - 1983 

 
 Box 35 Australian trade. 1963 - 1971 

 
 Box 36 Australian / Japanese trade. 1966 - 1974 

 
 Box 37 Australian / New Zealand trade - reports and correspondence. 1964 - 1976 

 
 Box 38 Furness Withy - notes on shares, mergers, etc. 1975 - 1980 

 
 Box 39 Ben Ocean - conference strategy and management meetings. 1973 - 1982 

 
 Box 40 Trade agreements, reports on mergers, etc. 1983 - 1986 
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OCL / D PERSONNEL 1952 - 1982 

 
 Box 41 Engineer Cadets - application forms and record cards. 1952 - 1968 

 
 Restricted access under the Data Protection Act until January 

2052. 
 
 
 

 Box 42 Engineer Cadets - application forms, record cards and 
photographs. 

1961 - 1982 
 
 

 Restricted access under the Data Protection Act until January 
2066. 

 
 
 

 Box 43 Engineer Cadets - application forms and record cards. 1966 - 1980 
 

 Restricted access under the Data Protection Act until January 
2064. 

 
 
 

 Box 44 Engineer Cadets - application forms, record cards and 
photographs. 

1952 - 1974 
 
 

 Restricted access under the Data Protection Act until January 
2058. 

 
 
 

 Box 45 Elder Dempster Engineer Cadets and OCL - record cards. 1964 - 1979 
 

 Restricted access under the Data Protection Act until January 
2063. 
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OCL / E SHIP PLANS AND DECK LOG BOOKS 1982 - 1985 

 
 Box 46 Various ship plans - includes the Eurybates, Elpenor and the 

Euryades. 
n.d. 
 
 

 Box 47 Plans of standard ships. n.d. 
 

 Box 48 Deck log books - includes the Cyclops, Liverpool Bay and the 
Studland Bay.  

1982 - 1983 
 
 

 Box 49 Deck log books - includes the Lycaon. 1982 - 1984 
 

 Box 50 Deck log books - includes the Liverpool Bay and the Barber 
Hector. 

1982 - 1985 
 
 

 Box 51 Deck log books - includes the Osaka Bay, Barber Perseus and 
the Sekond. 

1982 - 1985 
 
 

 Box 52 Deck log books - includes the Anchises and the Ajax. 1982 - 1985 
 

 Box 53 Deck log books - includes the City of London and the Cardigan 
Bay. 

1982 - 1983 
 
 

 Box 54 Deck log books - includes the Sokoto and the Clytoneus. 1982 - 1985 
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OCL / F VARIOUS CORRESPONDENCE 1947 - 1990 

 
 Box 55 Notes and invoices - includes the Lycaon and the Laertes. 1982 - 1984 

 
 Box 56 Falklands requisitions. 1982 - 1984 

 
 Box 57 Miscellaneous papers and correspondence. 1981 

 
 Box 58 Sighting of U.K. terminals.  1966 - 1969 

 
 Box 59 Ocean Group policy papers. 1973 - 1990 

 
 Box 60 Photographs of the Agapenor voyage. 1947 

 
 Box 61 Containerisation and OCL strategy. 1965 - 1972 

 
 Box 62 Various papers on future developments. 1966 - 1976 
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BBS BARBER BLUE SEA 1977 - 1989 

 
 Box 1 BBS executive committee meetings. 1977 - 1979 

 
 Box 2 BBS executive committee meetings. 1979 - 1981 

 
 Box 3 BBS executive committee meetings. 1984 - 1986 

 
 Box 4 BBS executive committee meetings. 1986 - 1988 

 
 Box 5 BBS executive committee - financial reports. 1979 - 1982 

 
 Box 6 BBS executive committee - meetings and reports. 1983 - 1984 

 
 Box 7 BBS financial reports and statements. 1986 - 1989 
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