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Introduction 
 
 
John Roby Ltd., based in Rainhill, near Liverpool, was a firm of brass founders, and 
made portholes, bells and other brass fittings for many ship builders.  The company 
later merged with Thomas Utley & Co., Ltd., based in Tuebrook, Liverpool.  Its Rainhill 
works were closed in the 1970s. 
 
 
The collection contains day books for the firm of John Roby Ltd., manufacturers of 
brass ship fittings, Rainhill, 1900-1951, showing details of work carried out and 
materials used, the cost of the work and payments received.  The firm carried out 
work for most of the major firms in the shipbuilding industry and the Admiralty. 
 
 
The volumes also contain details of work carried out (showing labour and materials) 
on the properties of various members of the Roby family.  For example, Thomas 
Spencer Roby of Ash Down and Ash Leigh, Rainhill; the executors of the late John 
Roby, Rainhill, at Roby Cottages, Derby Cottages, Fir Grove and Wilshaw estates, and 
John B. Roby at Prescot. 
 
 
The documents were found in an antique shop and donated to the Maritime Archives 
& Library, National Museums Liverpool, by Mr. Clive Carter in October 2003. 
 
 
These records are available strictly by appointment only. 
 
 
Related Material 
 
 
The Bryson Collection at the Maritime Archives & Library  contains 46 boxes of 
documents relating to Roby & Utley (Rainhill) Ltd., reference DB/168.  The collection 
includes: sales documents including catalogues, 1929-1965; patents, abstracts of title 
and assignments, 1829-1962; financial documents, 1910-1965; correspondence, 1884-
1965; will and trust documents, 1927-1934.  These records are available strictly by 
appointment only. 
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B/ROB/1/1 - 4
  

DAY BOOK LEDGERS 1900 - 1951 
 

 Arranged by commissioning company with small accounts 
at the rear. 

 
 
 

 1 Day book. 1900 - 1903 
 

 2 Day book, indexed. 1917 - 1921 
 

 3 Day book, alphabetically arranged. 1935 - 1939 
 

 4 Day book, alphabetically arranged. 1947 - 1951 
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