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INTRODUCTION  
 

 
 
 
Joseph Heap (1762-1833) founded a rice mill in Pownall Street, Liverpool, in 1778 or 
1780. 
 
 
Until about the 1880s the firm owned its own vessels, known as the Diamond H Line 
after their house flag, sailing between Liverpool and Australia, via Rangoon and the 
East Indies. 
 
 
The firm has had several changes of ownership.  The Pownall Street Mill was still 
operational in 1988.  It is now empty and the firm is based in Regent Road, Liverpool. 
 
 
The collection comprises 6 volumes: general meeting minute books, 1900-1973; 
directors minutes, 1946-1974; and share registers. 
 
 
The items are accessible by appointment only.  Contact the Maritime Archives & 
Library for further information. 
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 1/1 - 2 Minute Books 1900 - 1973 
 

 2/1 - 3 Directors Meetings 1946 - 1974 
 

 3/1 Share Registers, etc. 1967 onwards 
 
 
 
 
  



 
MARITIME ARCHIVES & LIBRARY 

 
Title of Deposit: JOSEPH HEAP & SONS LTD., RICE MILLERS 

Ref. Code. Description Date(s) 
 

B/JHP/1 - 3 JOSEPH HEAP & SONS LTD., RICE MILLERS 1900 - 1974 
 

 1/1 - 2 Minute Books 1900 - 1973 
 

   1 Minute Book of General Meetings (with enclosures). 15 Mar 1900 - 
15 May 1940 
 

  2 Minute Book of General Meetings (with enclosures). 15 May 1940 - 
4 May 1973 
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B/JHP/1 - 3 JOSEPH HEAP & SONS LTD., RICE MILLERS (cont) 1900 - 1974 
 

 2/1 - 3 Directors Meetings 1946 - 1974 
 

  1 Directors Meetings. 15 Nov 1946 - 
9 Nov 1956 
 

  2 Directors Meetings. 26 Nov 1956 - 
21 Apr 1969 
 

  3 Directors Meetings. 19 May 1969 - 
22 May 1974 
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B/JHP/1 - 3 JOSEPH HEAP & SONS LTD., RICE MILLERS (cont) 1900 - 1974 
 

 3/1  Share Registers, etc. 1967 onwards 
 

  1 Share Registers. 1967 onwards 
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